
'
ORDINANCE NO.

018812
-----  ---

AN ORDINAN CE OF THE CTIY COUNCIL OF THE CTIY OF E L PASO, TEXAS, 
ORDERING A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR THE SUBMISSION OF A CHARTER
AMENDMENT TO BE HELD WITHIN THE C ITY, ON NOVEMBER 6, 2018 ; MAKING
PROVISION S FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE ELECTION; AND AUTHORIZING A 
CONTRACT WITH EL PASO COUNTY TO FURNISH ELECT  ION SERVICES
AND E QUIPMENT .

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CTIY C O UNCIL OF THE CITY OF E L PASO:

WHEREAS , the City Council of the City of El Paso , Texas has det ennined it ap p ropriate to submit 
to th e qualified vo t e rs of the City for their adoption or rejection thereof a proposed amen dm e nt to the 
ex  isting City Charter of the City of E l Paso  , T exas, pursuant to Section 9.004(a ) of th e Texas L ocal 
Government Code  ; and

WHEREAS , Section 9.04(b) of the Texa s Local Go ve rnment Code req uires that a n ordinance be 
approved o rdering said election to be held on the first authorized uni form e lection date prescribed by the 
Texa  s Election Code and estab li shing the proc edure to b e followed in said electio n ; an d

WHEREAS , Section 41.001 of the T exas Election Code establishes November 6 , 2018 , as a 
uniform election date for the purpo ses of co ndu c ting an elec ti on; and

WHEREAS , during a public meeting he ldl on Jun  e 12, 20 18, the C ity Co uncil considered a nd 
approved for pu blic vote, in the form of a baUot proposition, the fo ll owing Charte r amendment
reconunended by the Ad Hoc Charter Advi sory Co mmittee; and

WHEREAS , the City Co un c il of the C ity of EL P aso, Texa  s, hereby directs City staff to publish 
notice of the s p ecia l c harter election in a newspaper of general circ ul a ti on in th e C ity o n the same day in 
each of two (2) successive weeks, the date of th e ftrs t publication to be not less than fo urteen (14) days 
pri or to the date of th e November 6 , 2018 election , in complian  ce with Section 9.004(c) of the T exas Local 
Gove rnm ent Code.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL 
PASO, TEXAS:

SECTION 1 - CHARTER AMENDMENT ELECTION CALLED

The City Council does hereby or der an electio n to s ubmit to the voters of the City of El P aso a proposed 
amendment to the City C harter, to be held on Tu  es da  y, November 6, 20 18. Th  at such e lection shall be held 
at the precincts and the polling places designated in Exhib it "A" or such other loca ti ons as may be d es ignated 
prior to the e lectio n by th e City Co uncil, attached he re to a nd made a part hereof for a ll purposes, and said 
polling places s hall open at 7 a.m . and remajn o pe n unt il 7 p .m. on the day of the e lec ti on.

That at such election  , the fo ll owing amendm ent to the Charter of the City of E l Paso (" Pro position") shall be 
s u bmitted to the qualified voters of the City and official ballots fo r th e e lect io n s hall be prepared in 
accordance with t he T exas Election Code so as to permit the electo rs to vo te for o r agains t the propo sed 
amendment , and with suc h propo s itio n to be exp res  s ed subst antiall y as follow s:
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CITY OF EL PASO PROPOSITION A

Text of Amendment

Amending Sect  ion 3.2 of the Ci t y Charter, relating to th e salaries for th e M ayor and D istrict 
Rep  resentative s, to read in pertin e nt part as follows:

Sec  tion 3.2 SALARIES.

Pri or to September 1, 2019  , the a nnual base salary of the Di st r ict Representatives shall be set at twenty 
nine t housand d olla rs , and the annua l base sa lary o f the M ayor sha ll be set at forty-five thou sand dollars.

Commencing on Septemb  e r 1, 2019 , the annua l base sa lary o f the Di strict R e presentatives shall be set at 
t he amou nt equal to the 20 17 El P aso County area median ho u seh ol d income a s established by the United 
States D e p artment of H o us in g and Urban Development o r s uccessor agency ($45 ,300), and the annual ba se 
salary of th e Ma yor sha  ll b e set at one and o ne-ha l f this amount ( $67 ,950). The  reafter , on September 1, the 
ba se salaries will be revi sed annu a ll y an d be set acco rding to the above formula bas  ed on the prior fis ca l 
yea r median income for E l Pa  so County .

C i tv of E l Paso Specia  l E lecti  on for C h arter Amendment 
Ba ll ot Propos  iti on A

Shou ld Secti on 3.2 of th e C it y Charter, re  la ting to the sa larie s o f the M ayo r and Di strict Representatives, 
be a mended to prov ide that b eg  inning September 1, 20 19, the annual salary of the Di  strict R e presentatives 
shalJ be set each year at the amount equal to the El Pa  so Cou  nty area median hou se  hold income as 
esta bli s he d by the United States Department of Hou  sing a nd Urban D evelopment or successo r age  ncy fo r 
th e prior fi scal yea r , and the acmual salary of the Ma  yor sha  ll be set each year at one and one-half that 
amount?

YES ()

NO()

SECTION 2 - BALLOTS

The official ballots for said electi on shall be pre p a r e d in a ccord a nce with the T exas Election Cod  e so as to 
p e rmit the e lectors to vote "YES" o r "NO" on the proposition  , with the ba!Jots to con  tain such provisions, 
m a rkings and la nguage as required by la w , and with the proposition to be expressed substantiall y as set 
forth in sect  ion l , above.

SECTI ON 3 - EARLY V OTING CLERK

L isa Wise  , El Pa  so Count y Elections Administrator , 500 E. San Antonio , Suite 314, E l P aso , Texas  , 7990 1, 
is he reb y a ppointed as Early Voting Clerk. Applications fo r ball ot by m a il must be recei ved no later th a n 
th e close of bus iness on October 26 , 2018 , sent to this addr:ess.

SECTION 4 - EARLY VOTING

Early voting by p e r so nal appearance shall b e conducted at the El Paso County Co  urthou se, lo cated at 500 
E. San Antonio  , El Pa  so, Texas 7990 I . In addition  , e arly vot ing may a lso occur a t s uch branch early voting 
p o lling places as are designated herein or othe rwise designated by the E l Paso County Elections
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Administrator and posted at Ci ty Hall by the City C le rk  . Th  e locations and hours fo r early vot in g by 
personal a ppearanc e sha ll be authorized for suc h el  ecti on as set fo rth in Exhibit "A. "

In addition, mobile voting sta tion s may be a uthorized and used for earl y voting a t publicly owned buildings 
in the City as established by the El P aso Cou  nty Elections Administrator. The C ity Clerk is authorized to 
make correctio ns o r r evisio n s t o the list of th ese mobile sta ti ons, inc luding th e resp ec  tive hours for early 
voting by personal a ppearance at these stations. The City Clerk is further authorized to make correct ions 
or revisions to the list of early voting stations as set forth above, includi ng th e respective hours for early 
voting by personal appearance at these stat ions, and revise and correct a ll e lection notices r egarding the 
ear  ly vot ing locat ions an d the mobile votin g s tations, and t he dates a nd tim es for such voting.

For purposes of processing ballots cast in early voting, the electio n officers for th  e Early Voting Ballot 
Board s ha ll b e app  o in ted and designated in acco rdan ce with the provis ions of the election agreement with 
El Paso Co unty .

SECTI ON 5 - NOTICE OF ELECTION

The City C le rk shall g ive notice of s uch e lec tion by po  st ing a notice of s uch e lection in Engli s h a nd Spanish
in the Offi ce o f the City Clerk as provided by law and by publishing a copy of said notice in both English
and Sp  a ni s h in a newspaper in the City as required b y law . Ad ditio nall y, in accordance with Section 
9 .004{c ) of th e Lo cal Government Code, notice shall be published in a new s pap e r of general circulati o n in 
El Pa so on the same day  , in each o f two consecutive wee ks, with the first publication occurring on or before 
the 14th day before election day. T he notice s hall contain a substantial copy of the proposed amendment.

The City C le rk shall de li ver no ti ce of this election to the county c lerk and vote r registrar of El Pa  so Co unty 
no later than Monday , August 20, 2018, or as otherwise required by law.

SECTION 6 - ELECTION SERVICES CONTRACT AND PROCEDURAL MATIERS

The City Manager is hereby aut horized to execute th e nece ssary contract(s) and agreements, joint or 
otherwise  , with the El Paso County Elections Administrator, or any other publi c entity , for the purpose of 
ha ving E l P aso County furnish all or an y portion of t h e e lection services and equipment needed by the City 
C lerk to conduct the election. Th  e contract document a nd election serv  ices provided th e re in shall conform 
to Chapt e r 31, Subchapter D , of the Texa  s E lect ion Cod e and all other app licable statutes and law s.

The e lection serv  ices contrac t with the Co un ty shall provide (a) th e type of electronic voting equipment to 
be used for early voting by persona l appearance and on election day , (b) notification and tra ining for e lect ion 
judges and clerks, (c) an estimate and final payment terms for the e lect ion services pro vided, (d) agreements 
for ear  ly voting equip ment and voting machine r ental , a nd (e) othe r procedures necessary to conduct the 
election.

Matter s co ntained in thi s ordinance relating to di sc  retionary, pro cedural matters m ay be amended by 
a pproval o f th e City Manager, a nd procedural matters no t es tablis hed by this ordinance will be established 
by reso lu t ion of City Council.

SECTION 7-VOTING MACHINES AND ELECTI ON RESULTS

Voting ma c hines used for the co nduct of the e lection , s hall be proc ured, maintained, operated, sea  led and 
the votes therefrom tabula ted purs uant to procedures es tablished and authorized by the law s of th  e S tate of 
Texa s.

17- 10 19-194 7966 171EMR

Ordmance C alling 20 18 Special Electi on o n Chan  cr Amc odmen ts 3



The results of the election shall be certified  , canvassed , and returned in the form a nd manner prescribed by 
law.

S EC TIO N 8 - OTHE R AC TIO N AND C OMPLIAN  CE WITH APPLI  CABL E LAWS

T he City Manager and City C le r k, in consultation with the City Attorney, are hereby authorized and directed 
to take any additional action necessary to comply with provisions of the Texas Election Code or other state 
and federal statutes and constitutions in carrying out the conduct of the election , whether or not expressly 
authorized herein.

-11\
APPROVED thi s j1L_ day of J uly  , 2018.

ATIEST:

Laura D. Prine 
City Clerk
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CITY OF EL PASO

li__l~
Dee Margo
Mayor


