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ORDINANCE
OF

JERSEY CITY, N.J.

COUNCIL AS A .WHOLE
offered and moved adoption of the following ordinance:

CITY ORDINANCE 16.070

TITLEAN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER222 (NOISE) REPEALING ARTICLE 1
(NOISE RESTRICTIONS) AND ADOPTING REVISIONS TO LOCAL NOISE 
CONTROL PROTECTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

TilE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY HEREBY ORDAINS:

A. the following amendments to Chapter 222 (Noise) Article I (Noise Restrictions) are hereby
adopted:

CHAPTER222
NOISE

ARTICLE I 
NOISE RESTRICTIONS

§§222-1tltrougft222-5 and §222-10 are ltereby repealed in tlteir entirety

§ 222-1. Declaration of Findings and Policy

A. excessive sound is a serious hazard to tl1e public health, welfare, safety, and the quality of
·life; and,

B. a substantial body of science and technology exists by which excessive sound 
1nay be substantially abated; and,

C. the people have a right to, and should be ensured of, an envirorunent free fron1 excessive 
sound; .

D. it is the policy of the City of Jersey City to prevent excessive sound that may jeopardize 
the health, welfare, or safety of the citizens or degrade the quality of life.

E. This ordinance shall apply to the control of sound originating from sources within the 
City of Jersey City.

§ 222-2. Definitions

The following words and terms, used in this ordinance, shall have the following 1neanings unless 
t11e contex):.clearly indicates otherwise. Terms not defined in this ordinance have the san1e
meaning as those defined in N.J.A.C.7:29. 

CONSTRUCTION - ineans any site preparation, assembly, erection, repair, alteration or similar
action of buildings or sfl:uctures.

dBC - means the sound level as nieasured using the 11 C 11 weighting network with a sound level
ineter nieeting the standards of ANSI Sl.4-1983 or its successors. The unit of reporting is dB(C). 
The 11 C 11 weighting netwnrk is more sensitive to low frequencies than the 11A 11 weighting 

network. 

DEMOLITION - means any dis1nantling, destluction or removal ofbuildings,.stluctures, or 
roadways. 

DEPARTMENT - means the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.
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EMERGENCY WOJµ(- means any work or action necessary at the site of an emergency to 
restore or deliver essential services including, but not linrited to, repairing water, gas, electricity, 
telephone, sewer facilities> or public transportation facilities, removing fallen trees on public 
rights-of-way, dredging navigational waterways, or 8.bating life threatening conditions or a state 
of emergency declared by a governing· agency. 

IMPULSIVE SOUND - means either a single pressure peak or a single burst (multiple pressure 
peaks) that has a duration of less than one secOnd. 

MINOR VIOLATION - means a (1) a violation that is not the result of the purposeful, reckless 
or criminally negligent conduct of the violate!; and (2) the activity or condition constituting the 
violation has not been the subject of an enforcement action by the City, the County, or the State 
against the violator within the innn.ediately preceding 365 days for the same or substantially 
similar violation. 

MOTOR VEHICLE - means any vehicle propelled other than by human or animal power on 
land.

MUFFLER - means a properly functioning sound dissipative device or system for abating the 
sound on engines or equipment where such device is part of the no1mal configuration oftbe 
equipment.

MULTI-DWELLING UNIT BUILDING· means any building comprising two or more 
dwelling units, including, but not limited to, apartments, condominiun1S, co-ops, multiple fanilly 
houses, townhouses, and attached residences. 

MULTI-USE PROPERTY - means any distinct parcel of!and that is used for more than one 
category of activity. Examples include, but are not lintlted to:

(1) A commercial, residential, industrial or public service property having boilers, incinerators,
elevators, automatic garage doors, air conditioners, laundry rooms, utility provisions, or health 
and recreational facilities, or other similar devices or areas, either in the interior or on the 
exterior of the building, which may be a sourCe of elevated sound levels at another catego1y on 
the same distinct parcel of land; or

(2) A building, which is both commercial (usually on tl1e ground floor) and residential
property, located above, below or othe1wise adjacent to. 

NOISE CONTROL OFFICER (NCO) - means an employee of a local, connty or 
regional health agency which is certified pursuant to the County Environ1nental IIealth 
Act (NJ.SA 26:3A2-21 et seq.) to perform noise enforcement activities or an employee 
of a inunicipality \Vith a Departtnent-approved model noise control ordinance. All NCOs 
must receive noise enforce111ent training as specified by the Depaitment in NJ.A.C. 7:29 
and be cun·ently certified in noise enforce1nent. The e1nployee n1ust be acting within his. 
or her designated Jurisdiction and 1nust be authorized to issue a summons. 

NOISE CONTROL INVESTIGATOR (NCI) - means an employee of a municipality, county 
or regional health co1nmission that has a Depaitrnent-approved model noise control ordinance 
and the employee has not received noise enforcen1ent training as specified by the Department in 
N.J.A.C. 7:29. However, they are knowledgeable about the inodel noise ordinance and 
enforcement procedures. A Noise Control Investigator may only enforce sections of the
ordinance that do not require the use of a sound lev.el meter. The employee must be acting within 
ltls or her designated jurisdiction and must be authorized to issue a sununons. · ·

PLAINLY AUDIBLE - means any sound that can be detected by an NCO or an NCI using his 
or her unaided hearing faculties of normal acuity. As an example, if the sound source under 
investigation is a portab_le or vehicular sound runplification or reproduction device, the detection 
of the rhythmic bass component of the music is sufficient to verify plainly audible sound. The 
NCO or NCI need not detennine the title, specific words, or the aitist performing the song.

PRN   ATE RIGHT-OF-WAY - means any street, avenue, boulevard, road, highway, 
sidewalk, alley or easement that is owned, leased, or controlle~ by a non-governmental 
entity. 

PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY - means any street, avenue, boulevard, road, highway, sidewalk, 
alley or easement that is owned, leased, or controlled by a governmental entity. 

PUBLIC SPACE ~means any real property or stiuctures thereon owned, leased, or controlled 
by a gove1nmental entity.
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REAL PROPERTY LINE· means either -

(a) the vertical boundary that separates one parcel of property (i.e., lot and block) from 
another residential or commercial property;

(b) the vertical and horizontal boundaries of a dwelling unit that is part of a multiple
dwelling unit building; or 

(c) on a multi-use property as defined herein, the vertical or horizontal boundaries 
between the two· portions of tlie property on which different catego1ies of activity are being 
perfonned (e.g., if the inulti-use property is a building which is residential upstairs and 
commercial downstairs, then the real prope1ty line would be the interface between the 
residential area and the commercial area, or if there is an outdoor sound source such as an HV AC 
unit on the same parcel ofprope1ty, the boundary line :is· the exterior ~all pf the receiving unit). 
Note- this· de~tion shall not apply to a comn1ercial source and a commercial receptor which are 
both located on the same parcel of property (e.g., a strip mall). 

SOUND PRODUCTION DEVICE - means any device whose primary function is the 
production of sound, including, but not lhnited to, any n1us:ical inst:J.i.m1ent, loudspeaker, radio, 
television, digital or analog music player, public address syste1n or sound amplifying equipment. 

SOUND REDUCTION DEVICE - means any device, such as a muffler, baffle, shroud, jacket, 
enclosure, isolator, or dampener provided by the 1nanufacturer with the equipment, or that is 
otherwise required that mitigates the sound emissions of the equipn1ent. 

WEEKDAY - means any day that is not a federal holiday, and beginning on Monday at 8:00 
a.m. and ending on the following Friday at 6:00 p.m. 

WEEKENDS ·means beginning on Friday at 6:00 p:m. and ending on the following Monday at
8:00 a.m.

§ 222-3. Applicability

A. This noise ordinance applies to sound from the following property categories:

1. Indnstrial facilities;
2. Co1nmercial facilities;
3. Public service facilities; 
4. Community service facilities; 
5. Residential properties; 
6. Multi-use properties; 
7. Public and private rights-of-ways; 
8. Public spaces; and 
9. Multi   -dwelling unit buildings.

B. - This noise ordinance applies to sound received at the following prope1ty
categories:

1. Commercial facilities;
2. Public service facilities;
3. Community service facilities (:i.e. non-profits and/or religious facilities) 
4. Residential properties; 
5. Multi-use properties; and 
6. Multi-dwelling unit buildings.

C. Sound from stationary emergency signaling devices shall be regulated in accordance with
N.J.A. C. 7 :29-1.4, except that the testing of the electromechanical functioning of a stationary 
emergency signaling device shall not 1neet or exceed 10 seconds.

§ 222-4. Exemptions

A. Except as provided in 222-9 and 222-10 below, the provisions offuis ordinance shall not 
apply to the exceptions listed at N.J.A.C. 7:29-1.5.
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B. Sound production devices required or sanctioned under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), FEMA or other government agencies to the extent that they comply With the 
noise requirement of the enabling legislation or regulation. Devices which are exempted 
under N.J.A.C. 7:29-1.5 shall continue to be exempted.

C. Construction and demolition activities are exempt from the sound level limits set forth in 
Tables I and II and Ill except as provided for in 222-9 below.

§222-5. Enforcement Officers

A. ·Noise Control Officers shall have the authority within their designated jurisdiction to 
investigate suspected violations of any section of this ordinance and pursue enforcement
activities.

B. Noise Control Investigators shall bave the authority within their designated jurisdiction to 
investigate suspected violations of any section of this ordinance that do not requiTe the 
use of a sound level meter (i.e., plainly audible, times of day and/or distance 
dete1minations) and pursue enforcement activities.

C. Noise Control 'Officers and Investigators may cooperate with NCOs and NCis of an 
adjacent municipality in enforcing one another's municipal noise ordinances.·

D. For purposes of City of Jersey City municipal enforcement, the following officers and 
agents of the City shall have the power and authority to enforce this chapter: construction 
code official(s), zoning officers, health officer(s), environmental health specialist(s), 
police officers and the Office of Emergency Manage1nent.

E. No person shall refuse to allow an authorized e1nployee of the City or other authorized 
City einployee who presents appropriate credentials to perfo1m reasonable s_ound testing 
on any device or devices, including but not limited to requiJ.ing the temporary shuiting 
doWn of said device or devices for the purposes of such te~ting except that upon a 
showing that the inspection woul<;i. produce a noticeable interruption of services that 
would cause disco1nfort to e1nployees or customers or require a building engineer or 
other professional to work with the equipment, such authorized employee shall 
reschedule the inspection for a more convenient time. ·

§ 222-6. Measurement Protocols.

A. Sound measurements made by a Noise Control Ofiicer shall confdnn to the procedures 
set forth at N.J.A.C. 7:29-2, except that interior sound level measurements shall also 
collfo1m with the procedures set forth in 222-6.B of this ordinance a11d with the 
definition of "real property line 11 as contained herein.

B. When conducting indoor sound level measurements across a real property line, the 
measw.·ements shall be taken at least three feet from any wall, floor or ceiling and all 
exterior doors and windows may, at the discretion of the investigator, be closed. The 
neighborhood residual sound level shall be measured in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:29-

. 2.9(b )2. When measuring total sound level, the configuration of the windows and doors 
shall be the same, and all sound sources within the dwelling unit must be shut off (e.g., 
television, stereo). Measurements shall not be taken in areas which receive only casual
use such as hallways, closets and bathrooms. .

§ 222-7 . Maximum Permissible Sound Levels

A. No person shall cause or permit the operation of any source of sound on any 
source property listed in 223-A, above in such a manner as to create a sound level 
that equals or exceeds the SOlUld leVel limits in Tables I, II or III when measured 
at or within the real property line of any of the receiving properties listed in 
Tables I, II or Ill except as specified in 222-6B.
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B. Impulsive Souud 

Between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., impulsive sound shaltnot equal or exceed 80 
decibels. Between 10:00 p.1n. and 8:00 a.m., impulsive sound which occurs less 
than four times in any hour shall not equal or exceed 80 decibels. Impulsive sound 
which repeats four or more times in any hotir shall be 1neasured as continuous 
sound and-shall meet the requirement~ as sho'Wll in Tables I and IL

TABLE I

MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE A-WEIGHTED SOUND LEVELS WHEN MEASURED 
OUTDOORS

RECENING Residential prope1ty, or residential Commercial facility,
PROPERTY portion of a multi-use property public
CATEGORY service facility, non- 

residential 
portion of a multi-use
property, 
or community service facility

TIME 8 a.m.-10 p.111. 10 p.m.-8a.m. 24hours

Maximum A- 65 50 65
Weighted
sound level
standard, dB

TABLE II

MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE A-WEIGHTED SOUND LEVELS WHEN MEASURED 
INDOORS

RECENJNG . Residential prope1iy, or Commercial facility, or non
PROPERTY residential portion of a residential portion of a 1nulti .use
CATEGORY multi-use property property, or commmtlty service· 

facility

TIME 8 a.m.-10 p.m. ·lOp.n1.-8 a.in. I 24 hours

Maximum A- 55 40 55
Weighted sound 
level standard; dB

Note: TI1e time period in Tables I and IT is subject to any different times sgecified in s·ection 222-9.

Note: Table II shall only apply when the source and the receptor are separated by a i-eal 
propertv line and thev also share a common or abutting wall floor or ceiling. or are on the 
saine parcel of propertv.

TABLE III

MAXIMUM PERt'VI!SSIBLE OCTA VE BAND SOUND PRESSURE LEVELS 
IN DECIBELS

Receiving Residential property, or Residential property, Commercial Com111ercia1·
Property residential portion of a or residential portion · facility, public facility of non
Category multi-use property of a multi use prope1fy service facility, residential 

non-residential portion of a
portion multi-use 

INDOORS of a multi-use propeity
property,
or community
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OUTDOORS service
facility

OUTDOORS INDOORS

Octave Band Octave Band Sound Pressure Octave Band Sound Octave Band Sound Octave Band Sound
Center Level, dB Pressure Leve~ Pressure Pressure Level, dB
Frequency, Hz. dB Level, dB

Time 8 a.m.-10 10 p.m.-8 Sam.-10 10 p.m.-8 24Hours 24Hours
p.m. >m. p.m. m

31.5 96 86 86 76 96

63 82 71 72 61 82

125 74 61 64 51 74.

250 67 53 57 43 67

500 63 48 53 38 63

l,QOO 60 45 50 35 60

2,000 57 42 47 32 57

4,000 55 40 45 30 55

8,000 53 38 42 28 53

Note: When octave· 1ueasuren1ents are 1nade, the Sound fr91n the source must be 
constant in level and character. If octave band sound pressure leyel variations exceed 
plus or nllnus 2 dB in the bands containing the principal source frequencies, 
discontinue the ineisw:ement.

§ 222-8. Sound Production Devices

No person shall cause or pe1mit the operation of any sound production device in 
such a tnanner that the sound crosses a property line and raises the total sound levels 
above the neighborhood residual sound level by 111ore than the permissible 
sound level linllts set forth in Table IV when measured within the residence of a 
complainant according to the nleasurement protocol in 222-6.B of this ordinance. 
These sound level measure1nents shall be conducted vvith the. solllld level n1eter set 
for 11 C 11 weighting, 11 fast 11 response.

TABLE IV

86

72

64

57

53

50

47

45

43

MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE INCREASE IN TOTAL SOUND LEVELS WITHIN A 
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY

Weeknights All other times
10:00 p.m. - 8:00 a.m. 
Weekend nights· 
11:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m.

3dB(C) 6 dB(C)

§ 222-9. Restricted Uses and Activities 

The following standards shall apply to the activities or sow:ces of sound set forth below:

A. Excluding einergency work, power tools, home maintenance tools, 
landscaping and yard maintenance equipment used by a residential property 
owner or tenant shall not be operated between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 8:00
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a.m., unless such activities can meet the applicable limits in Tables I, II or III. 
At all other times the limits set forth in Tables I, II or III do not apply. All 
motorized equipment used in these activities shall be operated vv:i_th a muffler 
and or sound reduction device.

B. Excluding emergency work, power tools, landscaping and ya:i-d maintenance 
equipment used by nonresidential operators (e.g. commercial operators, public 
empl.oyees) shall not be operated on a residential, commercial, industrial or 
public (e.g. golf course, parks, athletic fields) property between the hours of 
6:00 p.m. and 1:00 a.m. on weekdays, or between the hours of6:00 p.m. and 
9:00 a.n1. on weekends or federal holidays unless such activities can meet the 
limits set forth in Tables I, II or III. At all other times the limits set forth in 
Tables I, II or III do not apply. All motorized equipment used in tbese 
activities shall be operated wit11 a muffler and/or sound reduction device. 
Emergency work, as defined in this section, is excluded from the above 

restri6tions.

C. Excluding emergency work, construction and demolition activity shall not be 
peJ:fonned betvveen the hours of 6:00 p.111. and 7:00 a.111. on weekdays, or 
between the hours 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. on weekends and federal holidays, 
lmless such activities can meet the limits in Tables I, II or III. At all other 
times the limits in Tables I, II and Ill do not apply. All motorized equipment · 
used in conshuction alld de1nolition activity shall be operated with a inuffler 
and/or sound redtiction device.

D. Alterations or repairs to existing owner-occupied or rental dwellillgs, 
community service facilities, or Schools tnay be performed on Saturdays and 
Sundays between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. subject to compliance 
with Tables I, II and Ill as applicable.

E. Motorized snow removal equipment, with the exception of equipment 
operated by the City of Jersey City or contractors e1nployed by the City of 
Jersey City, shall be operated with a muffler or a sound reduction device when 
being used for snow removal. At all tin1es the lin1its set forth in Tables I, II or 
Ill do not apply.

F. All interior and exterior burglal' alarms of a building or motor vehicle must be 
activated in such <}. 1nai111er that the burglar alar1n te1minates its operation 
within five (5) minutes for continuous airborne sound, and fifteen (15) 
minutes for intermittent sound after it has been activated. At all tin1es the 

. linllts ·set forth in !ables I, II or III do not apply.

G. Self-contained, portable, non-vehicular inusic or sound production devices 
shall not be operated on a public space or public right-of-way in such a 
manner as to be plainly audible at a distance Of 50 feet in any direction fron1 
the operator between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Between the hours 
of 10:00 p.rn. and 8:00 a.m., sound, operated on a public space or public right 
of-way, from such equipment shall not be plainly audible at a distance of25 
feet in any direction from the operator.

H. All music or other unreasonable noise originating from a souhd production 
device in connection with t11e operation of any c9mn1ercial establishment or 
enterprise when the level of sound athibutable to such music or noise, as 
measured inside any receiving property dwelling unit is in excess of measures 
established in Table IV, shall be prohibited.

L It shall be unlawful for any property ovmer or tenant to allow any 
domesticated or caged animal to create a sound across a real property line 
which unreasonably disturbs or interferes with the peace, comfort, and repose 
of m1y resident, or to refuse or intentionally fail to cease the unreasonable 
noise when ordered to do so by a Noise Control Officer or Noise Control 
Investig'ator. Pri1na :facie evidence of a violation of this section shall include 
but not be limited to:

---··-----------·------
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l} Vocalizing (howling, yelping, barking, squawking etc.) for five (5) 
minutes without interruption, ·defined as an average of four or more 
voccilizations per minute in that pe"riod; or,

2) Vocalizing for twenty (20) minutes inte1mittently, defined as an average of two 
vocalizations or more per ininute in that period.

It is an affirmative defense under this subsection that the dog or other animal was 
intentionally provoked to bark or make any 0~1er noise.-

§ 222-10: Motor Vehicles

Violations of paragraphs A through D of this section shall be considered purposeful and 
therefore not.a ininor viqlation.

A. No person shall remove or render inoperative, or cause to be removed or 
rendered inoperative or less effective than originally equipped, other than for 
the purposes of maintenance, repair, or replacement, of any device or element 
of design incorporated in any motor vehicle for the purpose of noise control. 
No person shall operate a 1notor vehicle or motorcycle which has be6n so 
modified. A vehicle not meeting these requiren1ents shall be deen1ed in 
violation of this provision if it is operated stationary or in· motion in any public 
space or public right-of-way.

B. No motorcycle shall be operated stationary or in motion unless it has a muffler 
that complies with and is labeled in accordance with the Federal Noise 
Regulations under 40 CFR Pait 205.

C. Personal or conllllercial vehicular niusic amplification or reproduction 
equipment shall not be operated in such a nlfillller that it is plainly audible at 
distance of25 feet in any direction from the operator between the hours of 
10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.

D. Personal or commercial vehicular music amplification or reproduction 
equipment shall not be operated in such a mfillller that is plainly audible at a 
distance of 50 feet in any direction fi'o1n the operator between the hours of 
8:00 a:m. and 10:00 p.m. Ice creani and other food vending trucks, while in 
residential neighborhoods, are prohibited from the playing of jingles while 
stationary. Jingles may only be played when the vehicle is in n1otion.

E. Commercial vehicles shall not be permitted to idle for more than three (3) minutes in any 
residential district

F. The use of vehicle hon1s shall not be pennitted except as a warning in 
situatiOns of ilnminent danger.

§222-11. Enforcement

A. Violation of any provision of this ordinance shall be cause· for a Notice of 
Violation (NOV) or a Notice of Penalty Assessment (NOPA) document to be 
issu~d to the violator by the.Noise Control Officer or Noise Control 

Investigator.

B. Any person who violates any provision of this ordil1ance shall be subject to a 
civil penalty for each offense of not more than the maxi.J.num penalty pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-29. If the violation is ofa continuing nature, each day 
during which it occurs shall constitute an additional, separate, and distinct 
offense.

C. Upon identification of a violation of this Ordinance the Noise Control Officer 
or Noise Control Investigator shall issue an enforcement docu1nent to the 
violator. The enforce1nent document shall identify the condition or activity 
that constitutes the violation and the specific provision of this Ordinance that

-----·------·-~---------
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has been violated. It shall also indicate whe1her the violator has a period of 
time to con·ect the violation before a penalty is sought.

D. If the violation is deemed by the Noise Control Officer or Noise Control 
Investigator to be a nlinor violation (as defined in Section 222-2 of this 
ordinance), an NOV shall.be issued to the violator. 

(1) The document shall indicate that the purpose of the NOV is intended to 
serve as a notice to wan1 the responsible party/violator of the violation 
conditions in order to provide them with an opportunity to voluntarily 
investigate the matter and vollintarily take corrective action to address the 
identified violation. · 

(2) The NOV shall identify the time period (up to 90 days), pursuant to the 
Grace Period Law, N.J.S.A. 13:1D-125 et seq. where the responsible 

party's/violator's voluntary action can prevent a fo1mal enforcement action 
with penalties issued by the City of Jersey City, or the Hudson Regional 
Health Commission. It shall be noted that the NOV does not constitute a 
form;ll enforcen1ent action, a fmal agency action or a final legal 
dete1mination that a violation has occmTed. Therefore, the NOV n1ay not be 

appealed or contest.ed.

E. If the violation is deemed by the Noise Control Officer or Noise Control 
Investigator to be a non-min.or violation the violator shall be notified that if 
the violation is not immediately corrected a NOPA with a civil penalty of no· 
more than the maximum penalty allowed pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-29 will 
be issued. If a non-minor violation is immediately corrected a NOV without a 
civil penalty shall still be issued to docmnent the violation. If the violation 
occurs again (within 365 days of the initial violation) a NOPA shail be issued 
regardless of whether the violation is inunediately co1Tected or not.

F. The violator inay request fron1 the Noise Control Officer or Noise Control 
Investigator, an extension of the compliance deadline in the enforce1nent 
action. The Noise Control Officer or Noise Control h1vestigator shall have 
the option to approve any reasonable request for an extension (not to exceed 
180 days) if the violator can den1onstrate that a good faith effort has been 
inade to achieve c::;ompliance. If~ extension is not granted and the violation 
continues to exist after the gra?e period ends, a NOPA shall be issued.

G. The recipient of a NOPA shall be entitled to a hearing in a muriicipal 
court having jurisdiction to contest such action,

H. The Noise Control Officer or Noise Control Investigator inay seek injmictive 
relief if the responsible party does not remediate the violation within the 
period of time specified in the NOPA issued.

I. Any claim for a civil penalty may be compronrlsed and settled based on 
the following factors:

(1) Mitigating or any other extenuating circumstances;

(2) The timely implementation by tbe violator of measures
which lead to c~111pliance;

. (3) The conduct of the violator; and

(4) The compliance history of the violator.

J. No provision of this ordinance shall be construed to i111pair any conunon law 
or statutory cause of action, or leg~ remedy there :fro1n, ·of any person for 
injmy or damage arising fron1 any violation of this ordinance or from other 
law.
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§ 222-12. Consistency, Severability and Repealer

If any provision or portion of a provision of this ordinance is held to unconstitutional,
preempted·by Federal or State law, or otherwise invalid by any court of competent
jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of the ordinrince shall not be invalidated

B. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed·.

C. This Ordinance shall be a part of the Jersey City Code as though codified and 
fully set forth therein. The City shall have this ordinance codified and
incorporated in the official copies of the Jersey City Code.

D. This ordinance shall take effect at the tin1e and in the manner as provided by
law.

E. The City Clerk and the Corporation Counsel be and they are hereby authorized and
directed to change chapter numbers, article nmnbers <;Uld section numbers in the event 
that the codification of this ordinance reveals that there is a conflict between those 
numbers and the existing Code, in order to avoid confusion and possible accidental 
repealers of existing provisions.

Note: All matyrial is new, therefore, underlining has been omitted; words in [Braekets} 
are omitted. For purposes of advertising only, new matter is indicated by 
boldface a~d repealed mater by italic.

TF
4/27/16

J J /Assf. Corporation C~unsel

CertificatiOlfl@equired D

Not Required D



ORDINANCE FACT SHEET-NON-CONTRACTUAL 
This suinmary sheet is to be attached to the front of ruiy resolution that is submitted for Council consideration. 
Incomplete or vague fact sheets will be returned with the resolution.

Full Title of Ordinance/Reso~ution

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 222 (NOISE) REPEALING ARTICLE 1 (NOISE
RESTRICTIONS) AND ADOP.TING REVISIONS TO LOCAL NOISE-CONTROL PROTECTIONS 
RECOMMENDED BY TEE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Initiator
Departn1ent/Division Law Department Law Dept

Name/Title Rich Boggiano Councilman

Phone/email (201) 547-5159 RBoggiano@jcnj.org
"Note: hntiator must be available by phone dunng agenda meeting (Wednesday pnor to council meeting @4:00p.in.)

Ordinance Purpose

Presently, the City's noise ordinance is unenforceable. The proposed ordinance will require State approval, 
although for the most pmt it follows the State model.

With a fe\V exceptions, the ordinance restricts noise by measuring loudness in decibels at the levels prescribed by the 
State, which requires a sound-level n1eter and training in its use. Rutgers has a tlu·ee-day training program which leads 
to certification. Only a certified noise-control officer may enforce the sections which limit noise by decibel levels. To 
provide context, I have attached a noise level chart that correlates decibel levels with common sounds. ·

Certain sounds are exempted because of preemption and the first amendn1ent. For example, the ordinance does not
apply by pree1nption to airplanes, railroads and e1nergency sirens.. Since a noise ordinance may not limit constitutional
rights, it does not apply to religious services and u11ainp1ified speech. Sound fron1 public roads is also exempt, but not 
sound :fro1n personal 1nusical equipment operated on vehicles (or in other locations as well). ·

In the state inodel, the more restrictive sound regulation (requiring a lower l,evel of noise) applies· fron1 6 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
In the proposed ordinance, it shall be, on weekends only, from 6p.m. until 8a.m. Thus the ordinance extends the more 
stringent noise controls on weekends by one.hour.

Construction and demolition work \Vhich takes place between the hours of 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. during the week and 9 a.in. 
ai1d 6 p.m. on weekends is exempt fron1 the noise restrictions in the ordinance. This is for the practical reason that the 
noise :from construction equip1nent cannot ineet the limits of Table I, \vhich sets the standards for sound sources. After 6 
p.1n, the noise restrictions do apply. In light of discussion with council me1nbers, it tnust be emphasized that the 
proposed ordinance controls noise from all sources (with the noted exceptions); it does not restrict the attthority of the 
construction officer to issue permits for work to be done at night or on weekends, but it does liniit the noise from 
construction work after 6 p.m. to the saine level as noise froin any other activity done after 6 p.m.

The DEP notes that a 1nunicipality which adopts a noise-control ordinance must enforce it and that if a inunicipality 
adopts an ordinarice but does not enforce it, the 1nunicipality can be sued under the Environmental Rights Act. To 
enforce the ordinance, the City must purchase the equipment needed to measure sound in decibel units and get so1neone 
certified as a Noise Co:µtrol Officer, or at a minhnwn, contract with a third party for tl~ose services.

I certify that all the facts presented herein are accurate.

Signature of Department Director Date

------------ -- ----~--·~---



Ordinance of the City of Jersey City, N.J.
ORDINANCE No.Ord. J 6.070 
TITLE: 3.B APR 21 20[/ 4.B MAY 11 2016

An ordinance amending Chapter 222 (Noise) repealing Article 1
(Noise Restrictions) and adopting revisions to local noise- · 
control protections reco1mnended by the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection.

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON INTRODUCTION APR 2 7 2016
COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE

GAJEWSKI ./ YUN ,/ RIVERA .I
RAMCHAL ,/ OSBORNE .I WATTERMAN ,/
BOGGIANO ./ COLEMAN / LAVARRO, PRES. ,/

9-0
NAY

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE TO CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING MAY 1 j 2016 7-0
Councilperson J A-VA rZJ{_Q moved seconded by Councilperson C@U:::NrfN to close PH' ..
COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY

GAJEWSKI I YUN / RIVERA A-6.5€'1'-f ~

RAMCHAL. f./-L',_ EN - OSBORNE // WATTERMAN /
BOGGIANO / COLEMAN v LAVARRO, PRES. /

N.V.

N.V.

./ Indicates Vote N.V.-NotVotmg (Abstain)

Councilperson

PAN !;/CAR. DI
KA61L/ ~fAYAJZI
HvwAIW 1$!ZlirJ~ER..
Ylfbt[Aft l?Ji'tLCER
5.ffftl(OrJ t\1£&1tl
ANTD/('Jt'Jff: CHESS

SPEAKERS:

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON AMENDMENTS, IF ANY

moved to amend* Ordinance seconded by Councilperson' ' 
COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N,V. COUNCILPERSON

GAJEWSKI YUN RIVERA

RAMCHAL OSBORNE WATTERMAN

BOGGIANO COLEMAN LAVARRO, PRES.

& adopted

AYE NAY

RECORD OF FINAL COUNCIL VOTE IAAV 1 1 ?I I~ 7-0
COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY

GAJEWSKI / YUN / RIVERA ,'/L! ~EN
RAMCHAL AJ"; )rf .._IV' I OSBORNE ./ WATTERMAN ,/
BOGGIANO / COLEMAN v' LAVARRO, PRES. 1/

N.V.

N.V.
~

./Indicates Vote N.V.--NotVotmg (Abstain)

APR 2 7 2015
Adopted on first reading of the Council of Jersey City, N.J.on_____________________

MAY 11 2016Adoptedonsecondandfinal reading after hearing on_______________________

This is to certify that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by
the Municipal Council at its meeting on MAY 11 2016

Cfr6~
APPROVED.~

Rola~, Counc1! President

APPROVED:

oate.____~M=!i.~Y~1~5~2=0=16_____

DatetoMayor___M_AY_1_2_2_0_f6______


