
ORDINANCE NO. 4833 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

*   *   *   *   *   *

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 3.68.090, 3.69.070, 5.44.050 and 6.04.040 
OF THE SAN MATEO COUNTY ORDINANCE CODE TO REMOVE REFERENCES 

TO THE TERM “HANDICAPPED PERSONS” IN FAVOR OF THE TERM “PERSONS 
WITH DISABILITIES”

The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Mateo, State of California,

ORDAINS as follows:

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The San Mateo County Board of Supervisors hereby finds and determines as 
follows:

1. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has reported that 
approximately sixty-one million adults in the United States (i.e., 26% of the 
adult population), report having a disability. In San Mateo County, this is 
approximately 143,000 residents, and most Americans will experience a 
disability some time during the course of their lives.

2. According to the CDC, “people first” language should be used to speak 
appropriately and respectfully about an individual with a disability. People 
first language emphasizes the person first not the disability, and conveys 
the understanding that people are more than their disabilities. For 
example, when referring to a person with a disability, refer to the person 
first by using phrases such as: “a person who…,” “a person with…,” or a 
person who has….” Language to avoid includes such terms as “the
disabled,” “handicapped,” or “special needs person.”

SECTION 2. Section 3.68.090 of Chapter 3.68 of the San Mateo County
Ordinance Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

3.68.090 - Motor vehicles. 

N o   p e r s o n   s h a l l   o p e r a t e   a n y   m o t o r   v e h i c l e   e x c e p t   u p o n   e s t a b l i s h e d   
p a v e d   r o a d s   o r   o t h e r   e s t a b l i s h e d   p a v e d   a r e a s   s p e c i f i c a l l y   d e s i g n a t e d   a n d   
m a i n t a i n e d   f o r   n o r m a l   i n g r e s s ,   e g r e s s ,   a n d   p a r k i n g .   T h i s   s e c t i o n   s h a l l   n o t   a p p l y   
t o   a n y   e m e r g e n c y   o r   C o u n t y   v e h i c l e ,   p e r s o n s   w i t h   p h y s i c a l   d i s a b i l i t i e s   o p e r a t i n g 
w h e e l c h a i r s   o r   s i m i l a r   d e v i c e s ,   o r   t o   a n y   p e r s o n   a c t i n g   i n   c o m p l i a n c e   w i t h   t h e   



d i r e c t i o n s   o f   a   P a r k   R a n g e r   o r   P e a c e   O f f i c e r . 

S E C T I O N 3 . S e c t i o n 3 . 6 9 . 0 7 0 o f C h a p t e r 3 . 6 9 of the San Mateo County
Ordinance Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

3.69.070 - Motor vehicles. 

N o   p e r s o n   s h a l l   o p e r a t e   a n y   m o t o r   v e h i c l e   a t   T u n i t a s   C r e e k   B e a c h   
e x c e p t   u p o n   e s t a b l i s h e d   p a v e d   r o a d s   o r   o t h e r   e s t a b l i s h e d   p a v e d   a r e a s   
s p e c i f i c a l l y   d e s i g n a t e d   a n d   m a i n t a i n e d   f o r   n o r m a l   i n g r e s s ,   e g r e s s ,   a n d   p a r k i n g .   
T h i s   s e c t i o n   s h a l l   n o t   a p p l y   t o   a n y   e m e r g e n c y   o r   C o u n t y   v e h i c l e ,   p e r s o n s   w i t h   
p h y s i c a l   d i s a b i l i t i e s   o p e r a t i n g   w h e e l c h a i r s   o r   s i m i l a r   d e v i c e s ,   o r   t o   a n y   p e r s o n   
a c t i n g   i n   c o m p l i a n c e   w i t h   t h e   d i r e c t i o n s   o f   a   P a r k   R a n g e r   o r   P e a c e   O f f i c e r . 

SECTION 4. Subsection (w) of Section 5.44.050 of Chapter 5.44 of the San
County Ordinance Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

( w ) A l l   m a s s a g e   b u s i n e s s e s   s h a l l   c o m p l y   w i t h   a l l   s t a t e   a n d   f e d e r a l   l a w s   a n d   
r e g u l a t i o n s   f o r   c l i e n t s   w h o   a r e   p e r s o n s   w i t h   d i s a b i l i t i e s .   

S E C T I O N   5 . S u b s e c t i o n   ( a )   o f   S e c t i o n   6 . 0 4 . 0 4 0   o f   C h a p t e r   6 . 0 4   o f   t h e   S a n   
M a t e o   C o u n t y   O r d i n a n c e   C o d e   i s   h e r e b y   a m e n d e d   t o   r e a d   a s   f o l l o w s :   

( a ) R e q u i r e m e n t s .   A n   a n n u a l   l i c e n s e   f e e   s h a l l   b e   p a i d   f o r   e v e r y   d o g   o r   c a t   
o v e r   t h e   a g e   o f   f o u r   ( 4 )   m o n t h s   o w n e d   o r   h a r b o r e d   i n   u n i n c o r p o r a t e d   S a n 
M a t e o   C o u n t y .   S a i d   a n n u a l   l i c e n s e   f e e   s h a l l   b e   f i r s t   d u e   w h e n   t h e   a n i m a l   
r e a c h e s   f o u r   ( 4 )   m o n t h s   o f   a g e   o r   w i t h i n   6 0   d a y s   a f t e r   t h e   d o g   o r   c a t   i s   
a c q u i r e d ,   a n d   d u e   o n   t h e   a n n i v e r s a r y   d a t e   o f   t h e   o r i g i n a l   p u r c h a s e   d a t e   
e a c h   y e a r   t h e r e a f t e r .   N e w   r e s i d e n t s   s h a l l   h a v e   s i x t y   ( 6 0 )   d a y s   i n   w h i c h   t o 
a c q u i r e   s u c h   l i c e n s e .   P e r s o n s   r e n e w i n g   t h e i r   l i c e n s e   s h a l l   h a v e   t h i r t y   ( 3 0 ) 
d a y s   f o l l o w i n g   t h e i r   d u e   d a t e   b e f o r e   b e i n g   d e l i n q u e n t   a n d   h a v i n g   t o   p a y   a 
l a t e   p e n a l t y .   T h e   f e e   f o r   s u c h   l i c e n s e   s h a l l   b e   a s   s e t   f o r t h   i n   s e c t i o n   
6 . 0 4 . 2 9 0 .   T h e   f e e   p a i d   f o r   t h e   l i c e n s i n g   o f   s p a y e d   o r   n e u t e r e d   d o g s   a n d   
c a t s   s h a l l   b e   l e s s   t h a n   s a i d   l i c e n s e   f e e   f o r   u n a l t e r e d   c a t s   o r   d o g s   u p o n   
p r e s e n t a t i o n   o f   t h e   p r o p e r   c e r t i f i c a t i o n .   T h e   l i c e n s e   f e e   p a i d   b y   p e r s o n s   
o v e r   t h e   a g e   o f   6 0   s h a l l   b e   a t   a   d i s c o u n t .   F o r   p u r p o s e s   o f   t h i s   s e c t i o n   a n y 
s u r c h a r g e   o n   t h e   l i c e n s e   f e e   i m p o s e d   u n d e r   s e c t i o n   6 . 0 4 . 2 9 0   s h a l l   n o t   b e 
c o n s i d e r e d   p a r t   o f   t h e   l i c e n s e   f e e .   A n y   p e r s o n   w h o   s h a l l   f a i l   t o   p a y   s u c h   
l i c e n s e   f e e   a f t e r   s a i d   f e e   i s   d u e ,   o r   s a i d   d o g   o r   c a t   i s   r e q u i r e d   t o   b e   
l i c e n s e d ,   s h a l l   i n   a d d i t i o n   t o   p a y i n g   a n y   p a s t   d u e   l i c e n s e   f e e   o r   f e e s ,   a l s o   
p a y   a   p e n a l t y   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   s e c t i o n   6 . 0 4 . 2 9 0 .   A   l i c e n s e   s h a l l   b e   
o b t a i n e d ,   b u t   n o   l i c e n s e   f e e   s h a l l   b e   p a y a b l e   f o r   t h e   l i c e n s i n g   o f   a n y   d o g   
b e i n g   r a i s e d ,   t r a i n e d   o r   u s e d   t o   a s s i s t   p e r s o n s   w i t h   d i s a b i l i t i e s   ( s u c h   a s   
t h o s e   p r o v i d e d   b y   C a n i n e   C o m p a n i o n s )   i n c l u d i n g   b u t   n o t   l i m i t e d   t o   a n y   
d o g   w h i c h   i s   b e i n g   t r a i n e d   f o r   g u i d e   o r   h e a r i n g   p u r p o s e s   b y   a   r e s i d e n t   o f   
t h e   C o u n t y   o r   u s e d   f o r   g u i d e   o r   h e a r i n g   p u r p o s e s   b y   a   p e r s o n   w i t h   a   
d i s a b i l i t y   a n d   w h i c h   h a s   c o m e   f r o m   a   g u i d e   o r   h e a r i n g   d o g   t r a i n i n g   f a c i l i t y 
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s u c h   a s   C a n i n e   C o m p a n i o n s ,   o r   f o r   d o g s   w h i c h   h a v e   s e r v e d   a s   a   
m e m b e r   o f   t h e   a r m e d   f o r c e s   o f   t h e   U n i t e d   S t a t e s   o f   A m e r i c a ,   o r   a n y   d o g   
u s e d   b y   a   l o c a l   l a w   e n f o r c e m e n t   a g e n c y   f o r   t h e   p u r p o s e s   o f   c r i m e   
p r e v e n t i o n   o r   c o n t r o l .   D o g   o r   c a t   l i c e n s e s   a r e   n o t   t r a n s f e r a b l e   b e t w e e n   
o w n e r s ;   h o w e v e r ,   i f   t h e   d o g   o r   c a t   d i e s   a n d   t h e   o w n e r   a c q u i r e s   a   n e w   
d o g   o r   c a t ,   t h e   l i c e n s e   i s   t r a n s f e r a b l e   t o   t h e   n e w   d o g   o r   c a t .   T h e   l i c e n s e   
d o e s   n o t   h a v e   t o   b e   r e n e w e d   u n t i l   t h e   o r i g i n a l   p u r c h a s e   a n n i v e r s a r y   d a t e . 
T h e   f e e   p a i d   f o r   a   d o g   o r   c a t   l i c e n s e   i s   n o t   r e f u n d a b l e . 

S E C T I O N   6 .     T h i s   O r d i n a n c e   s h a l l   b e   e f f e c t i v e   t h i r t y   d a y s   a f t e r   a d o p t i o n . 

* * * * * *




