
BILL NO. 7319 ORDINANCE NO. 9116

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NORTH KANSAS 
CITY, MISSOURI BY AMENDING CHAPTER 10.04, "DEFINITIONS"; CHAPTER 
10.20, "RULES OF THE ROAD GENERALLY"; AND CHAPTER 10.60, "BICYCLES" 
THEREOF.

WHEREAS , the C ity o f No  rth Kan  s a s Ci ty, Mi sso uri (th  e "City") is a bod  y corp ora te, a 
third cla ss c ity and political s ubdivi si o n of the Sta te o f Miss ouri, duly cr eate d , o rga nize d and va lidly 
e xis tin g und e r and b y virtu e o f th e Co  n s titution and laws o f the Stat  e of Misso  uri; and

WHEREAS, th  e City Cou n cil find s and d e t e rmin  es th  a t it is appro priate and in th e be  s t 
intere s ts o f th e citizen s o f th e City that the City am end portion  s o f t h e Ci ty Cod  e b y adding 
provision  s fo r m o torized s co  o t er s .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Sectio n 10.04. 0 10 " D e finiti o n s" o f th e Co  d e o f th e C ity of No  rth Ka n sa s
City, :tv1isso  uri (th e "City Code") is hereb y am e nd e d b y repealing th e d e finition s for " Bicy cl e ," 
" Mot  orize  d bi  cy cle," and " P e d estrian " a nd a d op ting n ew d e finition s in li eu th  e r e of and a d o ptin  g the 
foll ow  ing a dditi o nal definiti o n s set fo rth in thi s sec tio n , with su c h d efin i ti o n s b ein  g r es p ec  tiv ely 
ame nd  e d o r a dd  e d t o Sectio n 10.0 4 .010 o f th e Ci ty Code as fo ll ows:

"Foo  t scoote  r " means a d evice with at least two t e n -inc  h or small  e r di am ete  r w h eels 
and a d ec  k to b e stood u po n by th e o p er ator, capable of b ein g p ro  p ell  ed so  lely b y hum  an 
p ower.

"Mo  t orize  d scoote  r " m ean s a n y d evi ce with a t leas t two w h e els, a sea t o r a d ec  k 
up on w hic h a per so n m ay s t a nd  , e quipp e d wit  h a n inte rn  a l co  mb us tion e n gine or e lec tric 
mo t or ca p a bl  e of pr  ope lling th  e dev i ce a t a s p ee  d o f l ess th  a n twe n ty (20) mil  es per h o ur 
o n level gro und.

Oth  e r th  a n a s sp e cifica  lly set forth hereinab ove, Section 10.04 .01 0 shall b e unaffe cted b y this 
amendm  e nt.

Section 2 . C hapter 10. 20 " Rul es o f th e R oa d G en erally" o f th e C ode o f th  e C i ty o f
N orth Ka n s as C ity, Misso mi is h e r eb y amende d to a d d S ec ti o n 10. 2 0 .28 0 , t o r ea  d a s foll ows:

10.20.280 Driving in a Bicycle Lane

A . A p er son may n o t drive a m o t o r v ehicle , m o to r cy cl e, o r a motorize d bi  cycl e
in, o n , o r a cr oss a bi  cycle l an e ex c ept:

1 . to e nter o r le ave a driveway  , buildin g, o r a lley taking car e to cross th e
bi  cy cle lan  e a s n ea r t o a 90 -deg r e e an g le as poss ible ; o r
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2. to ente  r or leave an o n -s treet parking space; or

3. for a bu s, to enter or leave a bus stop.

B. Sub s ection (A) doe  s not app ly to a bic  ycle, foot sco  oter, motorize  d scooter
or other similar vehicle that is equipped with an electric motor that is capable of pro pelling 
the bic ycle, scooter, or vehicle at a maximum sp ee  d of 20 mil es per hour.

C. A perso n may not drive on o r cros s a bicycle lan e under thi s sectio n without
fir s t yielding the right-of-way, if nece ssary, t o avoid colli sion or interference with bic ycle 
traffic .

Section 3. The name of C hapter 10.60 , "Bicycles" of th e Co  de of the City o f N orth
Kansas C i ty, Miss ouri is hereby amended to h ereafter be named C hapter 10.60, "B ic ycles and 
Scoo ter s."

Section 4. Section 1 0.60.050 " Riding to right, required b y bicycles, motorized bic ycles
and m otor  ize d sco oters, mandato  ry use o f bic  ycle p a th b y bicycles, ridin g o n sidewalks" of the Co  de 
of the City of No  rth Kan sas City, Missouri is h ereby repealed in its e ntir  ety and a n ew Sec tion 
10.60.05 0 is enacted in lieu there  o f a s follows:

10.60 .050 Riding to right, required by bicycles, motorized bicycles and 
motorized scooters, riding on sidewalks.

A. Every pers on operating a bicycle, motori  ze d bi  cycl  e or motorize  d scoo ter
up o n a roadway at a s pe  e d slower than th e n o rmal and rea  so nabl  e fl ow of motor ve  hicle 
traffic thereon shall ride a s near to th  e ri g ht sid e of th  e rig ht throu  gh lan e a s i s sa fe and 
r easonab  le, except a s m ay be appropriate whil  e preparing to make o r w hile making turning 
mov emen  t s, w hile ov  e rtaking or pas sing a n o ther bicy cl e or v ehicle proceeding in the same 
direction, or w hen th e l ane is too narrow for an overtaking motoris t to pa  ss the bi  cycli s t 
safe  ly .

B. A p er so n operating a bic ycle, motorized bicycl e or motori  z ed scoo t e r upon a
roadway that carrie s traffic in one (1) direction o nly ma y ride as n e ar to the left side of the
left t hr o u g h lane as i s s afe .

C. A p er s on o perating a bicycl e, motorized bicycle or motorized scoo ter upon a
roadway m ay utilize the shoulder of th e road  way or any specia lly d esig nated bicycl e lane if
such exis t s.

D. Perso  n s opera  ting b ic ycles, m o torized bic  ycl es o r m o torized scooters upon a
roadway or side  wa lk sh all not ride m o r e than two (2) abrea  s t exc  ept on paths or parts of 
roadways se t aside for th e exclusive u se of bic ycle s.

E. Perso  n s o perating bicycl es, m o t o rized b i cycles or motoriz e d scooter s may
ride two (2) ab rea  s t if n o t impeding th e fl ow o f traffic o r w h e n the lane is to o narrow for an 
overtaking motoris t t o pa ss a bicyclist s afe ly.
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F. A p erso n o pera ting a bicycle , motorized bi  cycle or m o torize d s c ooter across
a roadwa y upon and along a cro  sswa lk shall h ave all th  e rig ht  s and du ties a pplicab  le t o a 
p edestrian unde  r th e same circums tances, but shall yield to p e destrian  s upon and along a 
cro sswalk. N o perso  n o perating a bic ycle , motorized bicy cl e o r m otorize  d s co oter s hall 
sudd enly enter a cro sswa  lk int  o the path of a v e hi cle w hich is so close that th e driver ca nn  o t 
yi eld safely.

G. Every p erson operating a bic ycle or foot s c oote  r upon any sidewalk or public
path s h all o p e ra te th e s ame in a c areful and prudent mann e r and a t a rate of speed no greater 
th  an is r easonabl  e and proper un  de r the c o nditio n s exis ting at the point o f o p era tion, taking 
int  o accow1t the amount and character of p e d estria n traffi c, grade and wi dth o f sid ewa lk or 
public path  , and c o nditi o n of s urfac  e, and shall o b ey all traffi c -contro  l d evices .

H. No m o torized bic ycl e or m o t o rize d scoo te r s h a ll be operate d on a public
sid ewalk.

I. Whene  ve r any p e r so n i s ridin  g a bicycle or foot s cooter up o n a sidewalk o r 
public path, su  ch perso n s hall yi e ld th e right  -o f -way to any ped  estria n , a nd s hall g ive 
audib  le signal before overtaking a n d passin  g s uch pede  s trian .

J. No per  s o n s hall ride a bic  ycl e, motorized bicycle or m oto  ri zed s cooter
upon th  e wa lking an d jogging pav ed path located in Mac  k en Park and id e ntifi  e d with sign  s 
pro  v iding "WA  L KE R S AN D JO GGE  R S ONLY. "

Section 5 P rov  idin g for Repeal of Conflicting O rdin ances. All ordina  n ce s or parts of
o rdin an ces in co nfli c t with th e provisions of this ordinance, or an  y parts hereo  f, ar e h ere b y r epea  le d .

Section 6 Seve  r a bili ty. T h e sectio n s, p aragraphs , s entences, claus e s and phras e s o f this
or  din an ce s hall be s everabl e. In th e eve n t that an y such sec  ti on  , paragraph  , se ntence, cla u se or 
phrase of this o rdinance is found by a co  urt o f comp  e tent juris dictio  n to b e inv alid , th e r emaining 
p o rti o n s of thi s ordin  ance ar e va lid, unl  es s th  e court find s th e v alid portions o f this o rdin  a n ce are so 
esse ntial to a n d in se pa r abl y co  nne c ted wi th and dependent up o n th e vo  id p ortion th  a t it ca  nn ot be 
pre  sum  e d th  at th  e C ity ha  s e nacted th e valid portion  s without th  e voi  d one  s, o r u nle ss th e court 
find s that th e va lid portion  s, s tanding al o n e, are in comp  le te and are incapable of b ein g executed in 
acco rdanc  e with th e legi sla tive inte nt.

Section 7. Go  verning La w. T hi  s o rdin  ance sh all b e governed e xclusiv ely b y a nd
co  n s trued in accor  dance w ith th  e applicab  l e laws o f th  e S tate of Missouri.

Section 8. E ffec tive Date. Thi  s o rdinan  ce s h all b e in full force and effe  ct fr o m a nd
after its pa  ssage b y th e C ity Co  uncil and appro  v al b y th e Mayo r.
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APPROVED AS TO F ORM:

Anili~ T homas E . Barz , Jr. , Ci!J Counselor
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N0RTH
MEMORANDUM : KANSAS C 1TY

: Vi rtually Urban. S upremel  y Subu rban .

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE :

Mayor and City Council 
City Administrator

Sara Copeland, AICP, Community Development Director 
Steve Beamer, Chief of Police

September 19, 2018

Municipal Code Amendments regarding Bicycling in North Kansas City

During the City Council work session on September 4, the Council directed staff to prepare an 
amendment to Section 10.60 regarding bicycles to clearly prohibit riding motorized scooters on 
sidewalks in North Kansas City. The current code, as amended by the City Council on August 7, 
2018, prohibits motorized bicycles from operating on sidewalks, but did not include a prohibition 
on motorized scooters.

The proposed ordinance amends the definitions of foot scooter and motorized scooter. Under 
the new definitions, "foot scooter" means a device propelled solely by human power and 
" motorized scooter" includes those powered with an internal combustion or electric motor 
capable of propelling the device at speeds of less than 20 miles per hour .

The proposed ordinance mainly concerns Section 10.60.050 "Riding to right, required by 
bicycles, motorized bicycles and motorized scooters, riding on sidewalks." In addition to adding 
"motorized scooters" to the title of the section, the ordinance clarifies requirements for 
motorized bicycles and motorized scooters when they are being operated in the roadway; 
clarifies that foot scooters, like bicycles, must yield to pedestrians on sidewalks or public paths; 
prohibits motorized scooters from operating on public sidewalks; and clarifies that motorized 
bicycles and motorized scooters, in addition to bicycles, are prohibited from the marked walking 
and jogging paths in Macken Park .

The proposed ordinance also adds motorized scooters to Section 10.20.280, allowing motorized 
scooters to operate legally in a designated bicycle lane.

Below is a redline version of the language included in the proposed ordinance, showing the 
changes to the ordinance as approved by the City Council on August 7 . Deletions are shown in
beld stril<ethrettgh and additions in bold underline.
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Section 10.04.010 Definitions

"Foot scooter" means a device with at least two ten-inch or smaller diameter 
wheels and a deck to be stood upon by the operator, capable of being propelled sole ly
by human power, eF equipped with an eleetFic meteF that is capable ef 
pFepelling the device with OF without human pFepulsien at a speeEI ef ne MeFe 
than twenty (29) miles peF heuF en le'Jel gFeunEI .

"Motorized scooter" means any device with at least two wheels, a seat or a 
deck upon which a person may stand, equipped with an internal combustion engine or 
electric motor capable of propelling the device at a speed of less tha n twenty (20)
miles per hour OF an eleetFic meteF capable ef pFepelling the de'w'ice gFeat than 
fifteen (15) miles peF heuF but less than thiFty (39) miles peF heuF on level 
ground.

Section 10.20.280 Driving in a Bicycle Lane

A. A person may not drive a motor vehicle, motorcycle, or a motorized
bicycle in, on, or across a bicycle lane except:

1. to enter or leave a driveway, build ing, or alley taki ng care to cross
the bicycle lane as near to a 90-degree angle as possible; or

2 . to enter or leave an on-street parking space; or

3. for a bus, to enter or leave a b us stop.

B. Subsection (A) does not apply to a bicycle, foot scooter, motorized
scooter or other similar vehicle that is equipped with an electric motor that is capable 
of propelling the bicycle, scooter, or vehicle at a maximum speed of 20 miles per hour.

Section 10. 60.050 Riding to right, required by bicycles, aftEI motorized bicycles and 
motorized scooters, riding on sidewalks.

A. Every person operating a bicycle, et= motorized bicycle or motorized
scooter upon a roadway at a speed slower than the normal and reasonable flow of 
motor vehicle traffic thereon shall ride as near to the right side of the right through lane
as is safe and reasonable, except as may be appropriate while preparing to make or 
while making turning movements, while overtaking or passing another bicycl e or vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction, or when the lane is too narrow for an overtaking 
motorist to pass the bicyclist safely.

B. A person operating a bicycle, motorized bicycle or motoriz ed scooter
upon a roadway that carries traffic in one (1) direction only may ride as near to the left 
side of the left through lane as is safe.
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C. A person operating a bicycle, motorized bicycle or motorized scooter
upon a roadway may utilize the shoulder of the roadway or any speci ally designated 
bicycle lane if such exists .

D. Persons operating bicycles, motorized bicycles or motorized
scooters upon a roadway or sidewalk shall not ride more than two (2) abreast except
on paths or parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles.

E. Persons operating bicycles, motorized bicycles or motorized
scooters may ride two (2) abreast if not impeding the flow of traffic or when the lane is
too narrow for an overtaking motorist to pass a bicyclist safely.

F. A person operating a bicycle, motorized bicycle or motorized scooter
across a roadway upon and along a crosswalk shall have all the rights and duties 
applicable to a pedestrian under the same circumstances, but shall yield to pedestrians 
upon and along a crosswalk. No person operating a bicycle, motorized bicycle or 
motorized scooter shall suddenly enter a crosswalk into the path of a vehicle which is
so close that the driver cannot yield safely.

G. Every person operating a bicycle or foot scooter upon any sidewa lk or
public path shall operate the same in a careful and prudent manner and at a rate of
speed no greater than is reasonable and proper unde r the conditions existing at the 
point of operation, taking into account the amount and character of pedestrian traffic, 
grade and width of sidewalk or public path, and condition of surface, and shall obey all 
traffic-control devices.

H. No motorized bicycle or motorized scooter shall be operated on a
public sidewalk.

I. Whenever any person is riding a bicycle or foot scooter upon a
sidewalk or public path, such person shall yield the r i ght-of-way to any pedestrian, and
shall give audible signal before overtaking and passing such pedestrian.

J. No person shall ride a bicycle, motorized bicycle or motorized
scooter upon the walking and jogging paved path located in Macken Park and
identified with signs providing "WALKERS AND JOGGERS ONLY. "
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