
BILL NO. 7384 ORDINANCE NO. 9181

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 9176 AND CHAPTER 15.08, 
"INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE," AND CHAPTER 15 .30, "INTERNATIONAL 
EXISTING BUILDING CODE," OF TITLE 15, "BUILDINGS AND 
CONSTRUCTION," OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NORTH KANSAS CITY, 
MISSOURI.

WHEREAS , the Ci ty o f North Kan sas Ci ty, Missouri (the "City") is a b o d y c orp orate, a 
third class city and political s ubdivisio n of th e S t a t e of Missouri, duly c re a te d , organize d and validly 
e xi sting under and b y virtue of the Co n stitution an d laws of the St a te o f Mi sso  uri ; and

WHEREAS , b y passage of Ordinance o. 9176 on Marc  h 5, 20 19 , th  e C ity a d opte  d th e
Int  erna tio nal Building Co  de (20 18 e ditio n) , the Int  ernatio nal Exis tin g Building Co  d e (2 01 8 e dition) ,
and the Internatio nal Fire Co  d e (201 8 editio  n), each s uch code b eing m odified and a m e nd  e d for 
specific u se in the City; and

WHEREAS, since ad o ption of O rdin ance N o. 91 7 6 , the City h as fo und a nd determined 
th  a t th e City amended the Internationa  l Fire Co  de for City u se without amending similar 
requirements in the Internatio n a l Building Co  d e an  d, therefore , there is a conflict with th  e two codes 
as s p ec ific a ll y a d o pted in th  e C ity; and

WHEREAS, th e Ci ty Coun  c il b e lie ves a nd find s t h a t it i s ap  pro priate a nd in th  e best 
inte r ests o f th e citizens of the Ci ty th  a t th e C i ty amend the applicable se ctions o f th  e Int  ern  a ti o n al 
Building Co  de so tha t it co nform  s t o the amen dments made to the Intern  atio n al F ire Co  d e as 
a d opte  d o n Ma rch 5, 2019, when ad opting the In te rn  a ti o n a l Fire Code .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. In addition t o the Ci ty's m o difications made in O rdinanc e No . 91 7 6 t o the
Inte rn  atio nal Building Code (2018 E ditio n), C hapter 15.08, "International Building Co  d e," of Title 
15 , "Building s a nd Constrnction," of the Co  d e o f the City of North K ansas City, Missouri (the 
"City Code"), the International Building Co  de (2018 edition) is hereb y further amen  ded in the 
fo ll owing particula r s:

903.2.1.1.1 The fir e area exceeds 5,000 s qu  are feet.

903.2.1.2.1 The fir e area exce ed s 5,000 s qu  ar e feet .

903 .2.1.3.1 The fir e area excee  d s 5 ,000 s q uare fe e t.

903.2.1.4.1 The fir e ar ea excee  d s 5,000 s quare fe e t.
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Ex  cept as to th e s p ecific ch a n ge  s se t forth in p ar agr aph 1 of each o f th e ab ove-referen ce d se c ti o n s,
Sections 9 0 3. 2 .1.1 , 903.2.1.2 , 90 3 .2.1.3 and 90  3. 2.1.4 o f the Intern a ti o n a l Building Co d e (201 8
editio n) s hall r em ain in full for ce a nd effect.

Section 2. In ad di ti on t o the Ci ty' s m odi fi ca tio n s mad e in O rdina nce o . 9 1 7 6 to the
In  t ernatio n al E xi s ting Building Co  d e (20 1 8 e diti o n ) , C h apt  er 1 5.30 , " In te rn  a tio nal Exis tin g Building
C o de  ," o f Ti  tl e 15, " Buildings and Co n s tructi  o n ," o f the Ci ty Code, the In te rnati  o nal Building Co  de 
(201 8 editio n ) is h er e b y furth e r am ended b y adding tl1e foll owing se ctio n s:

Section 803.5 Fire area increase. A n au to matic sprinkler sy s t em s h all b e provid  ed 
iliro ug h o ut exis ting buildin gs o ther than o n e- and t w o -fa mil y dwe  llings undergoing a fir e 
ar ea in cr ea se wh  e n th  e squ are foota g e o f th  e n ew fir e ar  ea is grea t er tl1a n 25 p er ce n t o f th e 
exis ting fir e a rea a nd a n y o f th e follo w ing co nditio n s e xis t :

803.5.1 T h e av ailable fir e- flo w is Jess than th e fir e - flow re quired b y A pp  endix B of 
tills co  d e ba s ed upon th e n ew t o tal fire are a .

803 .5.2 A n automa ti c sprinkler sys te m i s required b y Sec  ti o n 9 03 of tills co  d e 
b a s e d u po  n th  e o ccup an c y typ e and n ew to t a l fir e ar e a.

Section 904.3 Fire area increase. A n aut  o matic s prinkler sys t em s h all b e p rov id ed 
thr  ough ou t exis ting buildings other than o n e - and two  - famil y dwe llings und  er going a fir e 
area in creas e when ili e squa  r e fo o t ag e o f th e n ew fir e ar e a is grea t er than 25 p e r ce n t of th e 
exi s ting fire ar ea and an y o f th e foll owing condi  tio n s exi s t :

904.3.1 Th  e av aila bl e fir e -flo w is l ess th a n th e fire- fl o w r e q uire d by Ap p e n dix B of 
tills code b a s e d upon th  e n ew tota  l fire area.

904 .3.2 A n a ut  o m a ti c sprinkler s ys t e m i s requir  ed b y Sec ti o n 90  3 o f tills co  d e 
base d up o n the o ccup a n c y ty p e a nd n ew t o ta l fir e area .

Section 3. Pro vi di n g fo r R epea  l of Conflic tin g Ordina n ce s. A ll o rdin  an ces o r parts of
o rdin a n ce s in confli c t with th e p r ovisio  n s o f tills or  din a n ce, or an y p ar ts h er eo f, a r e h er eb y r epe al ed.
More ove r , ordin  a n ces p revio u sly a d op t ed are h ereb  y am e nde d to c o n form t o th  e p rov isio n s of till s 
o rdinan ce.

Section 4. Severa bili ty. T h e s ecti o n s, p ara grap h s, se nten  ces, c lau ses, a nd phr  a s e s o f t his
O rdin  a n ce s h all b e sev erabl e. In ili e ev ent th  a t a ny su c h s ec ti o n , paragraph  , s e nte n ce, cl au s e, or 
phr  a s e of till s O rdin  a n ce is fo und b y a co  urt o f c o m pe t e nt juris dictio n t o b e inv alid, th  e rem aining 
p o rtio n s o f tills O rdin  a n ce are v ali d , unle ss th e c o ur  t find s th  e va  lid po  rti o n s o f tills O rdin an ce are 
so esse n tia l t o a n d in s e p arab ly conn ec  t ed wi t h a n d d e pe  nd ent upo  n th e voi  d p o rtion th a t it ca nn ot 
b e pr  esu m ed th  at th e C ity h a s e n acte  d the valid p ortio  n s without th e vo  id o ne  s, or unl e ss th e cour  t 
find s th  a t th e valid p or  ti o n s, s t a nding al o ne  , are in co mp  le t e and are in ca pable o f bein  g exec u te d in 
accord an ce with tl1e legisla tive int  en t.

Section 5. Gov erning L aw. This O rdin  a n ce s h all b e g o v e rn  e d e xclusiv ely by and
c o n s tru  e d in accord a n ce wi th the ap p li ca bl  e law s of th e S tate of Miss o uri.
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Section 6. Effective Date. This Ordinance sh all be in full force and effec t, after
compliance with all governing laws, rules, and regulations, imm.ediately after passa ge b y the City 
Council and approva l b y the Ma yo r.

ATTEST:

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Anili~ Thomas E. Barze ,Jr., Ciry Counselor

0 RDIN.~N CE A~IEND JNG l NTER:-:ATIONAL B Ull, D ING CO DE 3 1M  .~Y201 9



N6RTH
MEMORANDUM : KANSAS C1TY

: Virtu ally Urban SuprPmPl y Suburban.

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Mayor Stielow and City Council

David Harris, Building Official

May 7, 2019

Amendment to City Code at Title 15, "Buildings and Construction" 
Chapter 15.08 and Chapter 15 .30

On March 5, 2018, the City Council approved Ordinance No. 9176 updating and 
amending of Title 15, "Buildings and Construction," of the Code of the City of North 
Kansas City, Missouri (the "City Code") by adopting amended versions of the 2018 
International Code Council regulations and standards . Specific amendments, adopted 
solely for the City of North Kansas City, where set out in various exhibits attached to 
the ordinance.

The approved amendment to the 2018 International Fire Code (Exhibit J to Ordinance 
No. 9176), includes amending Section 903 AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS, which
provides at Section 903.2.1 Group A: An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided
throughout buildings and portions of buildings containing a Group A occupancies... More
specifically, subsections 903.2.1.1(1), 903.2.1.2(1), 903.2.1.3(1) and 90.2.1.4(1) of the 
International Fire Code were amended by striking the phrase "The fire area exceeds 
12,000 square feet" and substituting the following language: "The fire area exceeds
5,000 square feet."

Section 903 "AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS" is also a part of the 2018 International 
Building Code, which has the same 12,000 square feet language. In order to maintain
consistency in the City Code, it is recommended that the City also amend the language 
in the International Building Code (2018 edition) in Subsections 903.2 . 1.1(1),
903.2.1.2(1), 903.2 . 1.3(1) and 90.2.1.4(1) to provide as follows: "The fire area
exceeds 5,000 sq ua re feet ."

Similarly, the approved amendment to the 2018 International Fire Code (Ex hibit J of 
Ordinance No. 9176) adds Section 1103.5.5 Fire area increase." For consistency, it is 
recommended that the City amend Chapter 15 .30, "International Ex isting Building



Code," of Title 15, "Buildings and Construction," by creating new Section 803.5 and 
904.3, " Fire area increase" to read as follows:

Section 803.5 and Section 904.3 Fire area inc rease. An automatic sprinkler
system shall be provided throughout exi sting buildings other than one- and two-family 
dwellings undergoing a fire area increase when the square footage of the new fire area 
is greater than 25 percent of the exi sting fire area and any of the following conditions
ex ist:

1. The available fire-flow is less than the fire-flow required by Appendi x B of this 
code based upon the new total fire area.

2. An automatic sprinkler system is required by Section 903 of this code based upon 
the occupancy type and new total fire area.
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