
ORDINANCE No.  001-02-2025  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF CHAPIN TO 

IMPOSE AND COLLECT AN IMPACT FEE FOR WATER AND WASTEWATER 

UTILITIES PURSUANT TO TITLE 6, CHAPTER 1, ARTICLE 3 OF THE SOUTH 

CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS, 1976, AS AMENDED. 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Chapin (Town) has experienced and expects to continue to 

experience population growth and development and seeks to support that growth into the future; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Town has experienced impacts on public facilities resulting from this 

growth and development; and 

WHEREAS, growth and development estimates for the Town over the next 10 years 

indicate there will be a need for system improvements to provide water and sewer services due to 

the growth and development; and 

WHEREAS, the Town has defined a level of service standard for water and sewer services; 

and 

WHEREAS, this defined level of service standard and the projected population growth 

results in an identified need for water and sewer services as set forth in the capital improvement 

plan (CIP) attached to this Ordinance and recommended by the Planning Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of these facility system improvement needs as identified in the CIP 

is significant and expensive and directly attributable to new growth and development such that the 

payment of an impact fee would assign these costs to those who will most directly benefit from 

these facility system improvements;  

WHEREAS, the Town has received a report including an explanation of the basis, use, 

method of collection, and calculation of a maximum supportable impact fee, which is attached to 

this Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Title 6, Chapter 1, Article 3 of the S.C. Code, specifically 

Sections 6-1-300 and 330 of the S.C. Code, Town Council is authorized to charge and collect 

service or user fees, including uniform service charges. Section 6-1-300(6) of the S.C. Code, 

defines a “service or user fee” as a “charge required to be paid in return for a particular government 

service or program” and further requires that the revenue generated from the service or user fee 

must: (i) be used to benefit the payers, even if the general public also benefits; (ii) only be used for 

the specific improvement contemplated; (iii) not exceed the cost of the improvement; and (iv) be 

uniformly imposed on all payers.”  Pursuant to Section 6-1-330 of the S.C. Code, Town Council is 

authorized to charge and collect service or user fees, including uniform service charges, subject to 

the following requirements: (i) the service or user fee must be imposed by adoption of an ordinance 

approved by a positive majority of Town Council; (ii) Town Council must provide public notice of 

the service or user fee being considered and hold a public hearing on the proposed service or user 

fee prior to final adoption; (iii) revenue derived from the service or user fee to finance the provision 










