
ORDINANCE NO. 16-.......Q ........l__
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF 

GRANTVILLE, GEORGIA TO PROVIDE A NEW CHAPTER 14, ARTICLE VII, 
PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS; TO PROVIDE FOR PENAL   TIES; TO PROVIDE FOR 
CODIFICATION; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES ; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES.

WHEREAS , the duly elected governing authority of the City of Grantville  , Georgia has 
determined that to se rve the needs of the community certai n amendment to Code of Ordinance  s 
are needed ; and

WHEREAS , the  se amendment are nece  ssa ry to further the general health and we lfare of the 
community at large ;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT AND IT JS HEREBY ORDAINED:

SECTION ONE

That the Code of Ordinance  s of the C it y of Grantville  , Georg ia is hereby amended by add in g a 
new Artic le VII to Chapter I 4 -Bu si n ess Licenses and Regulations entitled " Peddlers and 
Solicitors'  ', as fol lows:

Section 14-180. Definitions.

The fol low  in g '.VOrds , terms a nd phrases  , when u se d in this artic le. s hall h ave the m ea  nin gs 
ascr ib ed to them in thi s sectio n , except w h e re the context c lea  rly indicates a different mea nin g:

Ca n\'C/sser. peddler. or so  lic iror m eans any perso n w h o se  ll s or so li c its for sa le in the city any
new or u se  d goods, wa res, merchandise  , se  r vices, produce or other thin  gs of va lu e and goe  s abo ut 

from place to plac e w ithin the city se llin g or offering for sa le an y of s uch thin gs to e ith e r m erc hant s 
o r customers s hall be deemed a pedd le r or so li citor. Exc lud e d from thi s definition a r e pe r so n s w ho 
se ll o r so  licit for sa  le goo d s, war  es or m ercha ndi se  . or o th er thing s of va lu  e from h o u se to hou  se 

for char  it able o rgani za  tion s o r purpo ses o r on be half of r e li g io u s or  g ani za tion s, politic a l 
or  ga ni za tion s an d political ca ndid ates.

Charitable o r gani:::a ti  on me a n s any benevolent  , philanthropic. patriotic  , or eleemo sy nary (of,

relatin g to. or s upp  o rted b y c h arity or alm s) co rpo ration, partners hip , limited li ab ility comp  a n y,
as s o c iat ion. joint- s to ck co  mp a n y, tru s t, gove  rnm e ntal agency or e ntit y, unincorporat  e d

o rg ani z ation o r indi v idu a l w h o so licits o r ob ta in s con tributi o n s so li c ite  d from , or conducts the sa le 
of m e rchandi se to , the ge n era  l publi c, w h ic h co n tr  ibuti ons are u se  d for charitable purpo  ses or 
gove rnm e ntal purpo ses.



Charitable p urpo se mean s an y c h a rit ab le, benev olent. philanthropic, patnot1 c, o r

elee mo sy  nar y purpose for re ligion  . hea lth , education . s ocial welfare  , arts a nd humanities . 
environment. c i v i c o r public interest.

Door-to-door sa  le sperson mean s any person w h o s hall so li c it orders on beha l f of a firm , 
corpo ration , co mpan y, association. partners hip or indi v idual of any goo d s, wares or merchandi se  . 

o r other thin gs of va lue fr o m house to h o u se shall b e d ee med a door-to-door sa  le s pers on. An y 

p e r so n who obta in s orders for m erchandise or other thin gs of v alue s hall be deemed a door-to-door 
sa les p e r so n. Exc luded from thi s definiti o n are perso n s who so li cit orders for go  od s . wares or 

merchandi se . o r other thin gs of va lu e from hou s e to hou  se for charitable organ iz ation s or purpo  ses 
or on b e half of re li g iou s orga ni za tion s, pol i tica l organi za tion s and political candidates.

r'e hicle m ean s motori ze  d conveyance fully functioning and mo v ing under its own power w ith 
va lid ve hicl e ta g. A vehicle s ha ll include a trailer or anything pull ed by the vehic le. Vehicl es s h a ll 

n ot be in excess of 20 feet i n len g th , ten feet in width. and eight feet in h e i ght.

Section 14-181. Registration required.

lt s hall be un law ful for any person to engage in bu  s in ess as a ca n vasse r , so li citor  , o r pe ddl e r , 
without first h av in g regi ste r e d w ith th e city clerk. Eac h registrant s hall be re quired to fill out a 
re g is tration fo rm g iving complete id entificatio n , s ign a ture. nam e of e mployer  , product  s s old , n a m e 

o f m a nufacturer of products . name of organization h e is rep rese ntin g, tim e of operation in th e c it y 
and proposed m e thod of operatio n w ithin the c i ty and to pro v id e suc h o th e r id e ntificati on of 

in fo rmation as m ay be r e quired. A n y p e r so n se llin g or peddlin  g any objects or goods s hall , before 
be in g iss u e d a p e rmit, fil e w it h t h e city proof that th e app li cant o r th e ir bu s in ess propo  se d to be 

co ndu c te d pursuant to the li ce n se or permit po ss  e sses a va lid s tate sa le s ta  x numb e r iss ued by the 
com mi ss ion e r of reve nu e o f the s tate .

Section 14-182. Registration fee prescribed; application for identification or
registration form.

Eac h reg is trant s h a l I pay a non pro rated. n o nrefund ab le regulatory fee of $50.00. Eac h 
reg  is trant s h a ll m a ke ap plicati o n wi th th e c it y for a uthori zatio n t o peddle. canvass or so li c it and 
be iss u e d a p e rmit w hich s h all ex pire one yea r from the date of iss u a nce. Permits w ill be ren ewe  d 

an nu a ll y prior t o th e expiratio n date indi cated on the h a ndlin g permit.

Section 14-183.
(a)

Evidence of goo d character; iss uance of permit, posses s ion, display.

No door-to-door sa  les p e r so n. so  licit o r , p e ddler  , or tran s ient m e rchant s hall be au thori ze  d to 

se ll or to so li c it orders until a s igned application ha  s been fil ed w ith the ci ty in accordance 
with th e provisions of this a rticl e. The c hi ef of pol ice s hall mak e an in ves ti ga tion. includin g 
but not limit  ed to an in ves  tig at ion o f th e police r eco rd of the app li ca nt. The a pplicant will 

s ubmit an a nnual administrative pro cess  ing fee of $25 .00 to the polic  e department for a 
th oro u g h b ackg round check to be completed. No p e rmit s hall be g i ve  n to a n y a pplicant w h o, 
based o n th e in formation obtained by th e polic  e d epar  tm e nt , s hall ha ve ei th  e r a pending



(b)

(c)

cha rge or a conviction for a c rim e of moral turpitude or an offense involving the elements of 
assau lt and battery, or evidence of any other action by th e app li cant evidenc  in g actions which 
would constitute fraud a nd deceit under the laws of the state.

Eac h person. w hile peddling. ca nvassi ng or soliciting within the limit s of the city, s ha ll have 
the permit ava ilable for inspection by any per so n being so li cited or to the police of th e c it y. 
Po ssessio n or this permit s ha ll not in any way represent an endorsement or approva l of any 
produc t o r project by th e c it y.

It s hall be unla wfu l for any person to peddle, canvass or so licit witho ut having first registered 
with the c it y in accordance with section 14-181. and obtained a permit from the city in 
accordance w ith sectio n 14-182 and thi s sec tion. or to peddle. so li cit or canvass without 
havin g the permit avai lable in acco rd ance with thi s sec tion. Any person violat in g thi s a11icle 
s ha ll be pun is hed as provid e d in sec tion 14-190.

Section 14-1 84. Applicability of provi s ion s; exceptions .

Except for the regulations set fort h in sectio n 14-186 , nothing in this a rticle s hall apply to the 
fol lowing:

( 1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Officers or emp loyees in the city, county. s tate or federal gove rnment s or th e sc hool 
system, or any s ubdi v is ion s thereof. when on official b usi ness:

Any local nonprofit organ iza tion s uch as bo y sco uts, civic c lu bs, re li gious. c haritab le, 
political, or educationa l organizat ions and th e like , when the membership of s uch c lub 
or o rga ni zat ion does the so li cit in g itse lf: but it s hall apply when the so li cit ing is done by 
a paid so licit o r or by a so li ci tor on contract with an indi v idu a l with on ly a pe rcentage or 
portion of any sa les or collections to go to th e benefit of such nonprofit club or 
organization;

Any perso n se llin g on ly agricultural or fo r es try product s or se l ling food for immediate 
consumption:

Any person who co nduct s business a t any indu stry or association trade s how ;

Any person selling items a t a rummage , garage. antique or s imilar sa le when such person, 
firm , corporation or other lega l e ntit y is a re side nt of this stat e or has a permanent place 
of business wi thin thi s state and such sa le is not part of the regular business activity of 
suc h person. firm. corpora  tion or legal entity o r when the net proceeds of s uch sale are 
to be u sed for charitab le purposes;



Any p e r s on s ellin g s uch items a t a city- spo n so re d festiva l or eve nt , provided that suc h 
p e r son h as obtained th e neces  s ary approva ls from th e city to operate a t sai d fes ti va l or 
eve nt.

Section 14-185. Revocation of permit.

A n y permit m ay be revo ked b y the police c h ie f or h is / her des i g n a ted r ep re se ntativ e b e cau se 

o f a n y v iolation by the r eg  is trant (or any one of a group of regi s tra nt  s) o f th ese r egulation s . o r of 
any ordinance or th e ci t y, or of any state o r federal law. or w henev e r the regi s trant shall cea  se to 

pos  sess the qualifications and goo d character requir e d in thi s article for the o ri ginal registration.

Section 14-186  . 
from vehicle.

Regulations for solicitors and peddlers; operating on public lands or

(a)

(b)

(c)

o pe rso n s h a ll s t a n d on o r a djac e nt to a st  re e t. road, or hi g hw  ay or on ri g ht  s- of- way w ithin 
the c ity limit s for th e purpo se of so liciting e mpl oy ment , bu sine  ss or co ntribution s from the 
occupant o f a n y vehicle.

No p e r so n s h a ll locat e a nd / or conduct a busin ess from a mobil  e ve hicle o r upon th  e public 
s idew a lk s . s tr  ee ts, alleys, wa lk way  s , park s, p a rkin g lots, ri g ht  s - of-way, or other public la nd s 
o f th e cit y o r upon s tat  e ri g ht  s-o f-way with in th e city limit s.

No so li c itor. pedd le r or door-to-door sa les perso n s h a ll :

(I)

(2)

( 3)

(4)

(5 )

(6)

Ca ll at residences. offices or bu s ine sses c lea rl y displaying a s ign s tatin g "No So licit  o r s 
o r P edd le r s In vi t ed." "No Solicitation  ," or u s in g s imilar la n g ua ge;

Ca ll a t res idence s w ithin a pl a tt e d a nd re  cog ni ze d s ubdi v is io n at w hi c h a s ig n s t a tin g 

" o So li c it o rs o r P e ddl ers In v ited , " " No So licit  a tion , " o r u s in g s imilar la n gu age is 
clearl y di s played at or near t h e m a in entrance t o th e s ub  d iv is i o n ;

En gag  e in door-to-door so li c itin g a t r es  id e nc es on Sunda ys or b e t wee n the hours of 6:00 
p.m . a nd 9:00 a.m.;

E nte r any pri va t e dw e lling w ithout the consent of th  e own  e r or occupant. or to r e m ain 

there a ft e r being re qu es t e d or directed to leave:

Fail to registe r and car  r y or produce for in s pection a p e rmi t when req uired und e r thi s 
a rti c le :



(d)

Make a n y false o r decept ive state  ment on any registra tion hereunder.

A person who is so l iciting or se  ll ing on beha  l f of a nonprofit organiza  ti on shall be required 

to verify th e nonprofit s tatus or suc h o r gani zat ion.

14-187. Applicability of provisions to farm products and food products.

The legal right of the local farme r and producer to se ll the products of h is own farm, orcha rd , 
poultry yard, etc. is recognized . No per  mit s h a ll be req uire d from any bona fide fa r mer w h o i s 

se lli ng the products of hi s own farm, orcha r d. poultry yard. etc.; provided, however  , that no such 

sa les s h a ll occu r as a door  - to -d oo r salesma n.

Section 14-188.
(a)

Exemption of disabled or indigent veterans of armed forces.

(b)

(c)

(d)

Scope ofexemption. It s h a ll be lawfu l fo r a n y disabled o r indigent vete  r an of the a rm ed forces,
s uch ve teran is defined in O. C.G.A. § 43-12-1. t o peddle w i thout obtaining a permit fo r the 

pr  i v ilege of so doing, and a certificate from th e probate court of the county stat  i ng th e fact of 
his being s u ch disabled o r indi gen t vete ran s h a ll be s ufficient proof t h e reof; provided, that 
this section sha ll n ot aut h or  ize pedd lin g a rd e nt spi rit s. The pr  iv i leges hereby granted s h all not 

be transferred to or used by a n y other person.

Ejfec t <~l exemption. A ll such persons a re a uth or  ize  d to pedd le in th e city without fi rst 
obta ining a license therefor from the c i ty and w ith o ut being s ubject to any tax therefo r.

/~{fldcn•il required. Before any suc  h person s h a ll avai l h imself or the privilege conferred by 
t hi s sec  tion. he s h a ll go before the judge of the probate court of the county and make oath in 

writ in g that he se rved as a so ldi er and that the busine ss w hi ch he propo  ses to carry on (stating 
wha t he proposes to peddle) is his own  . and that he w ill not sel l or offer to sell any article for 

anot h er. directl y o r indirectly.

Issuance of cert[/icare. Upo n making and filing the affidavit provided for in subsect  ion (a), 

the judge of the probate court sha  ll issue a certificate stating that such pe  r son has taken th e 
oa th prescribed , w hi ch cert i fica t e s h a ll a uth or  ize s uch person making s u c h anidavit and 
ho lding such certificate to peddle in the c it y w ith out procuring a license or be in g su bject to 

any tax therefo r.

Section 14-189. Obstruction of street, highwa y or si dewalk prohibited.

No canvasser, so licitor, or peddl e r au th  orized to e n gage in any business in the city shall, in 
carry in g o n suc h bus in ess, obstruc t the who le or a n y part of any si dewa l k, s treet or h ighway of the 
city, and any s uch person peddling i n the city or u s ing the st  re ets or sidewalks in the city fo r the



purpo se of se lling or offering fo r sa le a n y goods, wares, m e dicin es o r merchandi se of any kind , 
s hall continua ll y m ove from pl ace to place in the c it y, and s hall not in the conduct or carrying on 
o f s uch busine ss obs truct th e w h o le or any part of a ny s id ewa lk, s treet , or hi g hwa y in th e c it y .

Section 14-190. Enforcement.

C itation s for v iolation of this a rticle m ay be issued b y the city m anager or hi s/  her designee, 
or a poli ce office r or the city . The citation shall be returnable to and tried b efo re the municipal 
court of th e c it y. A n y p e r so n , firm or corporation v io latin g a n y provi s io n s ol' thi s articl e ma y, upon 
co n vic tion. be fin ed in an amo unt , and /or impri so ned for suc h term as au thori z ed b y th e city's 
Cha  rte r . Each day sa id v iol atio n s hall co ntinu e shall cons titu te a separate offe n se .

Sections 14-191 -14-199. Reserved.

This ordinance s hall become effective immediatel y up on its adoption by the City Council , and 
incorporat ed into the Code of the City of Grantville , Georgia. This ordinance h ere b y repeal s any 
and all conflicting ord  inanc es and amendme nt s.

SECTION TWO

All ordinanc  es o r part  s of ordinance  s in conflict with thi s ordinance are h e reby repealed.

SECTION THREE

If an y sec ti on, claus e, sentence or phrase of thi s ordinance is held to be invalid or uncon s titutional 
by any court of compe  tent jurisdiction, then said holding s hall in no way e1fect the validity of the 
remaining porti o n s of thi s ordinance.

First Reading:__________

SO ORDAINED

-~
m lawfully

, 20\\.Q . . 
as se mbled 

MAYO

open sess ion thi s day of




