CITY OF SOUTH ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA

ORDINANCE NO. 1426

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 118, ARTICLE VI OF
THE SOUTH ST. PAUL CITY CODE RELATING TO SIGNS

SECTION 1. REPEAL AND REPLACE. South St. Paul City Code Chapter 118, Article V1 is
hereby repealed and replaced as follows.

ARTICLE VI. SIGNS

Sec. 118-326. Findings, Purpose and Effect
(a) Findings. The City Council hereby finds as follows:

1. Exterior signs have a substantial impact on the character and quality of the
environment.

2. Signs provide an important medium through which individuals may convey a
variety of messages.

3. Signs can create traffic hazards, aesthetic concerns and detriments to property
values, thereby threatening the public health, safety and welfare.

4. The City's zoning regulations have included the regulation of signs in an effort to
provide adequate means of expression and to promote the economic viability of the
business community, while protecting the City and its citizens from a proliferation
of signs of a type, size, location and character that would adversely impact upon
the aesthetics of the community and threaten the health, safety and welfare of the
community. The regulations of the physical characteristics of signs within the City
have had a positive impact on traffic safety and the appearance of the community.

(b) Purpose And Intent. It is not the purpose or intent of this Article to regulate the message
displayed on any sign; nor is it the purpose or intent of this Article to regulate any building
design or any display not defined as a sign, or any sign which cannot be viewed from
outside a building. The purpose and intent of this Article is to:

1. Regulate the number, location, size, type, illumination and other physical
characteristics of signs within the City in order to promote the public health, safety
and welfare.

2. Maintain, enhance and improve the aesthetic environment of the City by preventing
visual clutter that is harmful to the appearance of the community.
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3. Improve the visual appearance of the City while providing for effective means of
communication, consistent with constitutional guarantees and the City's goals of
public safety and aesthetics.

4. Provide for fair and consistent enforcement of the sign regulations set forth herein
under the zoning authority of the City.

(c) Effect. A sign may be erected, mounted, displayed or maintained in the City if it is in
conformance with the provisions of these regulations. The effect of this Article, as more
specifically set forth herein, is to:

1. Allow a wide variety of sign types in commercial zones, and a more limited variety
of signs in other zones, subject to the standards set forth in this section.

2. Allow certain small, unobtrusive signs incidental to the principal use of a site in all
zones when in compliance with the requirements of this section or when required
by federal, state or local law.

3. Prohibit signs whose location, size, type, illumination or other physical
characteristics negatively affect the environment and where the communication can
be accomplished by means having a lesser impact on the environment and the
public health, safety and welfare.

4. Provide for the enforcement of the provisions of this Article.

(d) Severability. If any subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Article is for any reason
held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this section. The City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this section in
each subsection, sentence, or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more
subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared invalid.

Sec. 118-327. Definitions.

For the purposes of this Article, words and terms shall have the following meanings and follow
the rules set forth in Code Section 118-7.

A-frame sign means a movable freestanding sign hinged at the top or attached in a way that
forms a similar shape to the letter “A” when viewed from the side. A-frame signs are only allowed
on a temporary basis and may not be used as permanent signage.

Abandoned sign means any sign and/or its supporting sign structure that remains without a
message or whose display surface remains blank for more than one year or that pertains to a time,
event, or purpose that no longer applies. Abandoned signs are not legally established
nonconforming signs.

Address sign means a sign on a building used for proper identification of the location of the
property.
Area identification sign means a sign on private property, which identifies the name of a

neighborhood, a residential subdivision, a multiple residential complex, a shopping center or area,
an industrial park, an office park, or any combination of the above, but does not specifically
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identify the individual businesses therein. An area identification sign must be a freestanding sign
unless a different type of sign is explicitly authorized by this ordinance for a specific use.

Awning means a roof-like cover, often of fabric, plastic, metal, or glass, designed and intended
for protection from the weather or as a decorative embellishment, that projects from a wall or roof
of a structure primarily over a window, walk, or the like. Any part of an awning that also projects
over a door shall be considered an awning.

Awning sign means a sign or graphic printed on or in some fashion attached directly to the
awning material. An awning sign is a form of a projecting sign.

Balloon sign means a sign consisting of a bag made of lightweight material supported by
helium or hot or pressured air that is greater than 24 inches in diameter.

Banner means any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material mounted to a pole or a
building at one or more edges. Flags, as defined herein, shall not be considered banners.

Building frontage means the exterior building wall of a principal building that face a public
street. When no exterior building walls are parallel to a street, the building frontage shall be the
exterior wall that is most oriented towards the street. If a building fagcade has multiple wall
segments that all face the same public street, these walls shall all be considered part of the building
frontage.

Building marker means memorial signs or tablets, names of buildings, and date of erection
when cut into any masonry surface or inlaid so as to be part of the building or when constructed of
bronze or other noncombustible material.

Canopy means a roof-like cover, often of fabric, plastic, metal, or glass on a support that
provides shelter over a doorway.

Canopy sign means any sign that is part of or attached to a canopy made of fabric, plastic, or
any other structural protective cover over a door or entrance. A canopy sign is a form of a
projecting sign.

Commercial speech means speech that is advertising a business, profession, commodity,
service, or entertainment.

Directional sign means a sign erected for the purpose of directing vehicular or pedestrian
traffic within a commercial or multi-family property.

Drive-through sign means a sign located on the site of an allowed drive-through use.
Directional signs are not considered drive-through signs.

Dynamic display sign means a sign with any characteristics that appear to have movement or
that appear to change, caused by any method other than physically removing and replacing the
sign or its components, whether the apparent movement or change is in the display, the sign
structure itself, or any other component of the sign. This includes a display that incorporates a
technology or method allowing the sign face to change the image without having to physically or
mechanically replace the sign face or its components. This also includes any rotating, revolving,
moving, flashing, blinking, or animated display and any display that incorporates rotating panels,
LED lights manipulated through digital input, "digital ink™ or any other method or technology that
allows the sign face to present a series of images or displays.
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Dynamic display off-premises sign means an off-premises sign or portion thereof that displays
electronic static or dynamic text, images, graphics, or pictures where the message change sequence
is accomplished by any method other than physically or mechanically removing and replacing the
sign face or its components, whether the apparent movement or change is in the display, the sign
structure itself, or any other component of the billboard. This includes a display that incorporates
a technology or method allowing the sign face to change the image without physically or
mechanically replacing the sign face or its components. This also includes, but is not limited to,
any display that incorporates light bulbs, fiber optics, LED lights manipulated through digital
input, “digital ink”, or any other method or technology that allows the sign face to present a series
of text, images, or displays. An off-premises sign is a sign that bears a message promoting a use
that is not located on the subject property or premises.

Electronic changeable copy sign means a sign or portion thereof that displays electronic,
nonpictorial, text information in which each alphanumeric character, graphic, or symbol is defined
by a small number of matrix elements using different combinations of light emitting diodes
("LEDs"), fiber optics, light bulbs, or other illumination devices within the display area. Electronic
changeable copy signs include computer programmable, microprocessor controlled electronic
displays.

Electronic graphic display sign means a sign or portion thereof that displays electronic, static
images, static graphics, or static pictures, with or without text information, defined by a small
number of matrix elements using different combinations of LEDs, fiber optics, light bulbs, or other
illumination devices within the display area where the message change sequence is accomplished
immediately or by means of fade, re-pixalization, or dissolve modes. Electronic graphic display
signs include computer programmable, microprocessor controlled electronic or digital displays.
Electronic graphic display signs include images or messages with these characteristics projected
onto buildings or other objects.

Erect means the activity of constructing, building, raising, assembling, placing, affixing,
attaching, creating, painting, drawing, or any other way of bringing into being or establishing.

Flag means any fabric or similar lightweight material attached at one end of the material,
usually to a staff or pole, so as to allow movement of the material by atmospheric changes and that
contains distinctive colors, patterns, symbols, emblems, insignia, or other symbolic devices.

Freestanding sign means a sign that is placed in the ground and not affixed to any part of a
structure or building.

Freeway is a principal arterial highway, as defined in the comprehensive plan.

Freeway sign means an on-premises pylon sign that is located on the property of the business
for which it is identifying and is immediately adjacent to a freeway.

Grade means the final ground elevation after construction. Earth mounding criteria for
landscaping and screening is not part of the final grade for sign height computation.

Gross sign area means the method of calculating the allowable square footage of signs. The
stipulated maximum gross area for a sign refers to a single facing. Freestanding signs which are
V-shaped be considered as two signs. Gross area shall be calculated as follows:

(@) Signs with a frame: The area within the frame, including all lettering, wording, and
accompanying designs and symbols, together with all the background, whether open or
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enclosed, on which they are displayed, including a message board. The area shall not
include the main support structure but shall include any other ornamental attachments
that are not a part of the main support of the sign.

(b) Signs without a frame: The gross area shall be the smallest rectangle that encompasses
all of the letters or symbols.

Height means the vertical distance measured from the base of the sign at grade to the top of
the highest attached component of the sign.

Illegal sign means a sign that is erected without first complying with all City ordinances and
regulations in effect at the time of its construction and erection or use. Abandoned signs, unsafe
signs, and signs attached to vacant buildings are also illegal signs.

Iluminated sign means any sign that contains an element designed to emanate artificial light
internally or externally.

Interior sign means a sign which is located within the interior of any building, or within an
enclosed courtyard, that is not visible from the property line or public right-of-way.

Legally established nonconforming sign means any sign and its support structure lawfully
erected prior to the effective date of this article that fails to conform to the requirements of this
article. A sign that was erected in accordance with a variance granted prior to the adoption of this
article and does not comply with this article shall be deemed to be a legally established
nonconforming sign.

Master Sign Plan means a written document describing all proposed signage for a specific
site, development or complex, submitted by the owner/manager. It shall, at a minimum, include
sign type, location, and size information for all signage that will be installed.

Monument sign means any freestanding sign independent from any building or other structure
that is mounted on the ground or mounted on a base at least as wide as the sign. A monument sign
is typically solid from grade to the top of the structure; however, a monument sign may include
open area below the face of the sign if the sign complies with the monument sign supporting sign
structure design criteria.

Mural means a work of art intended as artistic expression and not as a commercial message
and is hand-painted or hand-tiled directly on to the exterior wall of a commercial property used for
a commercial, industrial or institutional use. A mural does not include displays with electrical or
mechanical components or a changing image art display.

Noncommercial speech means the dissemination of messages not classified as commercial
speech which include, but are not limited to, messages concerning political, religious, social,
ideological, public service, and informational topics.

Nonelectronic changeable copy sign means a sign or portion thereof that has a readerboard
for the display of text information in which each alphanumeric character, graphic, or symbol is
defined by objects, not consisting of an illumination device, that may be changed or re-arranged
manually or mechanically with characters, letters, or illustrations that can be changed or rearranged
without altering the face or the surface of the sign.

Off-premises sign means a sign bearing a commercial message that is located on property
that is not the premises, property, or site of the use identified or advertised on the sign.
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On-premises sign means a sign bearing a commercial message that is located on the premises,
property, or site of the use identified or advertised on the sign.

Pennant means a relatively long, tapering flag.

Projecting sign means a sign that projects from a wall or other surface. Examples may
include, but are not limited to awning, canopy, and wall signs.

Pylon sign means any freestanding sign that has its supportive structure(s) anchored in the
ground and a sign face elevated above ground by pole(s) or beam(s) with an open area below the
face of the sign. A pylon sign shall have a minimum height of ten feet and a maximum height as
established by the zoning district.

Roof sign means any sign erected wholly upon the roof or parapet of a building that is wholly
or partially supported by the building upon which it is erected.

Rotating sign means a sign that revolves or rotates on an axis.

Sign means any structure, fixture, placard, announcement, declaration, device, demonstration,
or insignia used for direction, information, identification, or to advertise or promote any business,
product, goods, activity, services, ideas, or interests. A sign shall not be deemed to be include any
transparent window cling(s); architectural embellishment(s) of a building not intended to
communicate information; any sign or structure that is not visible from an adjacent street, property
line or building on an adjacent property.

Static off-premises sign means an off-premises sign or portion thereof that displays static text
or images which can only be modified by physically or mechanically removing and replacing the
sign face or its components. A static off-premises sign is an entirely different type of sign than a
dynamic display off-premises sign and it is not permissible for the owner of a lawful
nonconforming static off-premises sign to intensify their nonconformity by converting any part
the static off-premises sign to a dynamic display off-premises sign. An off-premises sign is a sign
that bears a message promoting a use that is not located on the subject property or premises.

Temporary sign means a sign that can be easily installed and removed and is intended to be
displayed for a short period of time as further defined in this Article.

Unsafe sign means any sign that is out of order, in disrepair, rotten, hazardous, or in any other
manner unsafe.

Video display sign means a sign that changes its message or background in a manner or
method of display characterized by motion or pictorial imagery, which may or may not include
text, and depicts action or a special effect to imitate movement, the presentation of pictorials or
graphics displayed in a progression of frames which give the illusion of motion, including but not
limited to the illusion of moving objects, moving patterns or bands of light, or expanding or
contracting shapes. Video display signs do not include electronic changeable copy signs. Video
display signs include images or messages with these characteristics projected onto buildings or
other objects.

Walk-up Window Sign means a sign located next to a walk-up window which is oriented
towards customers engaging in transactions at the window and features text that is not easily
readable by passing vehicular traffic.
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Wall means any structure that defines the exterior boundaries or courts of a building or
structure and that has a slope of 60 degrees or greater with the horizontal plane.

Wall sign means a sign painted or fastened to the exterior front, rear, or side wall of a building
or structure that does not extend vertically above the highest portion of the roof.

Window sign means a sign designed to communicate information about an activity, business,
commodity, event, sale or service that is placed inside a window or upon the window glass so as
to be primarily visible from the exterior of the building or structure.

Yard sign means a temporary, noncommercial freestanding sign that is placed in the yard of
a private property.

Sec. 118-328. Permits Required.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, alter, replace, or relocate any sign without first
obtaining a permit and paying the required fees, except as herein otherwise provided,
including those approved through the Master Sign Plan process. All signs must be
constructed in accordance with all applicable City Code provisions, including permits and
fees.

(b) If the sign requires electricity, it must be installed in accordance with the current electrical
code and a separate permit from the building official may be necessary prior to placement.

(c) Freestanding signs may require a building permit in addition to a sign permit at the
discretion of the Building Official. If a building permit that is based on the project value is
required, the fee for the sign permit shall be waived.

Sec. 118-329. Exceptions.

The following signs do not require a sign permit and do not count towards the total amount of
signage allowed at a property, provided they meet the performance standards as described in this
Article and conform to any other provisions of the City Code.

(a) Address signs.

(b) Building markers.

(c) Directional signs, which shall not exceed 6 square feet in gross area and 5 feet in height.
(d) Murals in the following situations:

(1) Murals on a property with commercial or industrial zoning that is being used for a
commercial or industrial use.

(2) Murals on a property that is being used for public or institutional use.

(3) Murals on residential buildings containing at least 4 dwelling units that have CGMU
or MMM zoning.

(e) Noncommercial flags.
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(F) Signs of the City, county, state or federal government and subdivisions and agencies
thereof.

(g) Walk-up window signs that are oriented towards customers engaging in a transaction at a
walk-up window and which feature text that is not readily readable by passing traffic.
Electronic changeable copy walk-up window signs require a conditional use permit and
are not considered an exempt sign.

(h) Window signs when located in the C-1, CGMU, GB, and MMM districts may be placed
within a building, however the window coverage shall not exceed 30 percent of each
window. There shall be no more than a maximum area of 80 square feet per street frontage
for window signs. Electronic changeable copy window signs require a conditional use
permit and are not considered an exempt sign.

Sec. 118-330. Prohibited Signs.

(a) Abandoned signs.
(b) Balloon signs.

(c) Commercial flags.
(d) Graffiti.

(e) llegal signs.

(F) Off-premises signs, except A-frame signs as permitted in Code Section 118-331 and
dynamic display off-premises signs as allowed in Section 118-334.

(g) Permanent banners or pennants, except those permitted by Minn. Stats. § 412.221, Subd.
34.

(h) Permanent sale signs.

(i) Portable (trailer) signs.

(1) Pylon signs.

(k) Roof signs.

() Revolving or rotating signs.
(m) Search lights or strobe lights.

(n) Signs containing content classified as "obscene™ as defined by Minnesota statutes, section
617.241.

(o) Signs containing audio speakers or any form of pyrotechnics, except drive-through signs
which may have audio speaker systems.

(p) Signs that physically obstruct windows, doors, fire escapes or an opening intended to
provide ingress or egress to any structure or building.

() Signs painted, attached, or in any other manner affixed to fences, trees, rocks, or other
similar natural surfaces, or attached to public utility poles, bridges, towers, or similar public
structures.
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(r) Signs that appear in color or design to resemble a traffic sign or signal or that make use of
words, symbols, or characters in such a manner as to interfere with, mislead, or confuse
pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

(s) Signs that are affixed to vehicles or trailers that are not in use or are parked in such a fashion
as to serve as additional freestanding signs. Permanent signs on operable commercial
vehicles or trailers (that are used as part of the everyday operation of the business) are not
prohibited by this section and are allowed.

(t) Unsafe signs.
(u) Video display signs.

Sec. 118-331. Temporary Signs.

Temporary signs located in a commercial or industrial district or for an institutional use, except
those listed in Code Section 118-329 or exempted below, are subject to the following requirements:

(a) Temporary Sign Performance Standards
(1) Temporary signs require a permit unless otherwise listed below.

(2) Temporary signs shall be located on private property and outside of the public right-of-
way.

(3) Temporary signs may be freestanding or mounted onto an existing structure (such as a
wall or an existing monument sign).

(4) Temporary signs do not count towards the total amount of signage allowed at a
property.

(5) No individual sign shall exceed 8 feet in height.

(6) A property may have up to 3 temporary signs on the premises at one time.

(7) The total amount of temporary signage allowed at one time shall not exceed 100 square
feet in area.

(8) All temporary signs must be discontinued 30 days after installation.

(9) A property cannot have temporary signage displayed at the site for more than 120 days
per calendar year.

(10) Temporary signs may not be illuminated.

(11) Temporary signs may not be installed in a manner that obstructs sight lines at a street
intersection and their placement is subject to the provisions of Section 118-246(c).

(b) Temporary Signs That Do Not Require a Permit

(1) A-frame signs when located in the C-1, CGMU, GB, and MMM districts and for
institutional uses in residential zoning districts provided they comply with the
following:

a. There shall be no more than one A-frame sign per property.
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The A-frame sign is made of durable, exterior-grade materials that are weather-
resistant.

The A-frame sign is located on the street frontage directly in front of the building
which the A-frame sign is for.

The A-frame sign must be located behind the curb and in such a manner as to
prevent obstructing access to vehicles using on street parking.

The A-frame sign must not obstruct a driveway or public sidewalk, trail, road, or
other public right-of-way.

The A-frame sign is no larger than 8 square feet and no greater than 4 feet in height.

The A-frame sign must be removed at the close of business and stored inside a
building when the business is closed. The A-frame sign must not be permanently
attached to the ground, building, or any other surface.

(2) Community event signs provided are displayed for no more than 30 days prior to the
event and are removed no more than 2 days after the event.

(3) Signs on ballfield fences no larger than 32 square feet and occupying no more than 70
percent of the fence.

(4) Signs for an active construction site. Signs at an active construction site may be up to
96 square feet in size and are allowed on any property with an active development
approval or building permit provided that the sign is removed upon completion of the
project. Only one (1) such construction sign is permitted per lot. In addition to this
allowance, in the MMM, CGMU, C-1, I, and I-1 districts, unlit construction banner
signs may be affixed to temporary security fencing surrounding the construction site
provided that the banners are kept in good repair, do not extend beyond the top of the
fence, and all temporary fencing and banners are removed at the completion of the
project.

(5) Signs for the purpose of selling or leasing real property. Such signs must be removed
within 7 days following the lease or sale of the property or premises and they comply
with the following size restrictions:

a.

In the R-1 and R-2 districts, an individual sign shall not exceed 9 square feet in
gross area.

In the R-3 and R-4 districts, an individual sign shall not exceed 18 square feet in
gross area.

In the CGMU-1 and CGMU-2 districts, an individual sign shall not exceed 24
square feet in gross area.

Inthe C-1, GB, MMM, and I districts, an individual sign shall not exceed 32 square
feet in gross area.
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(6) Yard signs when the signs are located on a private property with residential zoning or
that is being used for an institutional use. The total number of signs shall not exceed
two (2) and the total size of the two signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet

Sec. 118-332. General Provisions

The following provisions shall apply in all zoning districts.

(@) Mlumination. In general, all lighted signs shall comply with the standards for exterior
lighting found in Section 118-245, unless otherwise listed in this section. Illuminated signs
may be internally or externally lit. External illumination for signs shall be constructed and
maintained so that the source of light is not visible from an adjacent property or the right-
of-way.

(b) Legally established nonconforming signs. Legally established nonconforming signs are
subject to the provisions found in Minnesota Statute § 462.357.

(c) Location and setback. Except for projecting signs, attached wall signs, awning and canopy
signs, dynamic display off-premises signs, and signs that are listed as exceptions in Code
Section 118-329, signs in all zoning districts shall be located at least 5 feet from all property
lines. No freestanding signs shall be located within the traffic visibility triangle.

(d) Repairs and removal.

(1) Abandoned signs. Any abandoned sign shall be removed or otherwise properly
brought into compliance by the property owner upon receipt of notice to do so given
by the City. In the case of a painted sign, removal shall mean the complete
repainting of the background on which the sign is painted.

(2) Hlegal signs. Any fixed sign constructed, placed, or maintained in violation of this
Article shall be removed by the property owner upon receipt of notice to do so given
by the City.

(3) Unsafe signs. Any unsafe sign shall be removed or otherwise properly secured by
the property owner upon receipt of notice to do so given by the City.

(e) Signs constituting a public nuisance. Any abandoned, illegal, or unsafe sign is hereby
declared to be a danger to the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of South St. Paul
and is declared to be a public nuisance subject to abatement and assessment, except that
legally established nonconforming signs shall not be abated until they have been
abandoned for more than one year.

Sec. 118-333. On-Premises Signs

(@) Awning and canopy signs. Awning and canopy signs shall comply with the following
requirements:

(1) They shall be limited to single-story buildings or to the first level only of multi-
story buildings.
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(2) They shall have a minimum clearance of 8 feet above grade.
(3) The maximum height of an awning or canopy shall be 5 feet.

(4) No awning shall project over a public sidewalk or into a public right-of-way without
the approval of the City Engineer.

(5) Hluminated canopy and awning signs shall comply with the following lighting
requirements:

a. On nonresidential buildings in residential districts, the direct source of
light shall not be visible from the public right-of-way or adjacent
residential use or district.

b. For signs or illuminated areas less than 3 feet in height, the degree of
illumination or candlepower of illuminated canopies and awnings shall
be limited to a single lamp exterior fluorescent fixture, running the entire
length of the illuminated area.

c. For signs or illuminated areas 3 to 5 feet in height, the degree of
illumination or candlepower shall be limited to double lamp fixtures.

d. In no event shall the power of the fixture exceed 10 watts per foot for
single lamp fixtures and 20 watts per foot for double lamp fixtures.

(b) Drive-through sign. Drive-through signs are allowed in addition to other permitted signs
on site and shall not be used to calculate the maximum signage for the property. Drive-
through signs are subject to the following performance standards:

(1) Number. Each business with a drive-through facility is allowed to have two
drive-through signs.

(2) Area. The maximum size of a drive-through sign is 50 square feet.
(3) Height. The height of a drive-through sign shall not exceed 6 feet.

(4) Location. Drive-through signs must be located adjacent to the drive-through aisle
and all portions of the signs must be located at least 10 feet from the property line.
When a site directly abuts a residential use, a drive-through sign must be set back
at least 75 feet from the residential property line.

(5) Hlumination. Hlumination is permitted.

(6) Electronic changeable copy drive-through signs. A drive-through sign may be an
electronic changeable copy sign if expressly allowed through its conditional use
permit. Such signs shall be oriented so that their content is not readily visible to
individuals who are not using the drive-through facility and the City may require
screening to avoid negative impacts to neighboring properties.
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(c) Dynamic display, electronic changeable copy, and electronic graphic display signs. The
following standards apply to dynamic display signs, electronic changeable copy, and
electronic graphic display signs:

(1) A Conditional Use Permit is required for all dynamic, electronic changeable copy,
or electronic graphic display signs.

(2) Maximum size of the sign. An electronic dynamic display or electronic graphic
display sign shall not exceed 75 percent of the maximum size permitted for a
freestanding sign in that district.

(3) Number of signs and distance to other electronic signs. There shall be no more than
1 electronic sign per property and each sign must be located at least 60 feet from
any other electronic sign on any other property as measured in a straight line from
the base of the sign to the base of any other electronic sign.

(4) Distance to residential uses: Each sign shall be located at least 60 feet from a
residential use, as measured in a straight line from the base of the sign to the nearest
lot line of the residential use. In the case of a mixed-use development that includes
residential uses a sign may be located less than 60 feet from a residential use within
that same development provided that the residential use(s) are located at a
significantly higher elevation or similar means of reducing the impact of the
brightness and impact of the sign to equate to the straight-line distance of 60 feet.

(5) Display hold time. In all non-residential districts, no part of a display shall change
more than once every 8 seconds.

(6) Transitions: Display transitions shall be limited to 1 second. Transitions such as
slideshow and fade/dissolve may be used.

(7) Mumination limits. The difference between the off and solid-message
measurements using the electronic sign measurement criteria shall not exceed 0.3
footcandles above ambient levels when measured using the chart below.
Measurement should be taken according to the procedures outlined by the Inte
rnational Sign Association.

Sign Area Versus Measurement Distance

Area of Sign Measurement
(sq. ft.) Distance (ft.)

10 32

15 39

20 45

25 50

30 55
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35 59
40 63
45 67
50 71
55 74
60 77
65 81
70 84
75 87
80 89
85 92
90 95
95 97
100 100

*For signs with an area in square feet other than those specifically listed in the table (i.e. 12
square feet, 112 square feet, etc.) the measurement distance may be calculated with the
following formula: Measurement Distance = the square root of (Area of the sign square feet
times 100).

(8) Dimming capabilities. All permitted electronic signs shall be equipped with a
sensor or other device that automatically determines the ambient illumination and
shall be programmed to automatically dim adjusting to ambient light conditions, or
that can be adjusted to comply with the 0.3 footcandle measurements. These signs
must also be equipped with a means to immediately turn off the display or lighting
if it malfunctions, and the sign owner or operator must immediately turn off the
sign or sign lighting when notified by the City that the sign is not complying with
the standards in this section.

(d) Freestanding signs. Except for area identification signs, no more than 1 permanent
freestanding sign shall be located on any single property unless otherwise is stated 118-
335. Freestanding signs shall be at least 100 feet from any other freestanding sign on a
different street frontage on the same property. The total gross area of all the signs on the
property cannot exceed the maximum aggregate signage for the property.
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(e) Freeway Signs. Freeway signs are only allowed by a conditional use permit in the general
business (GB), light industrial (I-1) and industrial (I) zoning districts and are subject to
following conditions:

(1) One freeway sign is allowed per property.

(2) The maximum gross area of a freeway sign shall not exceed 200 square feet in area
and 15 feet above the height of the interstate roadway surface at the point thereof
nearest the sign.

(3) The sign must be located on the portion of the property closest to the freeway and
may not be closer than 350 feet from any other freeway sign on the same side of
the freeway, as measured in a straight line from the base of the sign to the base of
any other freeway sign.

(4) A property with a freeway sign shall be allowed to have a maximum aggregate
property signage of at least 300 square feet in gross area.

(5) The supporting structure of a freeway sign shall be comprised of brick, stone,
stucco, synthetic stucco, concrete masonry units (CMU) that are textured,
burnished or decorative or factory finished metal panels. Exterior construction
materials must be maintenance-free and colored only by means of a pigment
integral to the material, not applied to the surface and must be compatible with the
building(s) on the lot. The maximum number of supports per sign shall be two. All
supports shall be vertical. No cable shall be used to support the sign.

(F) Monument Signs.

(1) Monument Sign Base. The supporting base of a monument sign shall be comprised
of brick, stone, stucco, synthetic stucco, concrete masonry units (CMU) that are
textured, burnished or decorative, or factory finished metal panels. Exterior
construction materials must be maintenance-free and colored only by means of a
pigment integral to the material, not applied to the surface and must be compatible
with the building(s) on the lot. The term "compatible” shall include but is not
limited to materials that are consistent with the principal architectural features and
colors of the building identified by the sign.

(2) Landscaping Design. A monument sign shall be incorporated into a landscaping
scheme or planter box. Monument signs may incorporate additional berming into
its landscape design on a slope of 3 to 1 where the berming is incorporated into an
overall landscaping design plan. The maximum height of the berm shall be three
feet above the adjacent street grade. Landscaping shall be provided on the slopes of
the berm in an interesting and varied appearance. Where a planter box is
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incorporated, the landscaping shall occur in and around the planter with a similar
attractive design.

(3) Number of sign supports. The maximum number of supports per sign shall be 2.
All supports shall be vertical. No cable shall be used to support the sign.

(4) Height and Size. The total height of a monument sign, including the planter box,
berm, and sign graphic, shall not exceed the maximum height for a sign permitted
in the underlying zoning district. The gross area of a monument sign shall not
exceed 100 square feet.

(g) Pylon Signs. Pylon signs are prohibited in all zoning districts except for the following:

(1) Freeway signs may be allowed by conditional use permit in the General Business
(GB), Industrial (1), and Light Industrial (I-1) zoning districts. Unless a more
restrictive size is stated in a particular zoning district, a freeway sign shall not
exceed 15 feet above the height of the interstate roadway at the point thereof nearest
the proposed sign. The gross area of the individual sign shall not exceed 200 square
feet. When in conflict, the more restrictive size shall apply.

(h) wall Signs.

(1) Attached wall signs (including painted wall signs). Attached wall signs must be
flat and parallel to the surface of the building and project no more than 12 inches.
Attached wall signs may project into a public right-of-way or beyond a legal
setback line up to 12 inches, provided such signs do not violate Minnesota Statutes
§ 160.27.

(2) Projecting wall signs. Projecting wall signs must be perpendicular to the surface of
the building and no more than 12 inches in thickness and comply with the following
standards:

a. Projecting signs may project no more than 4 feet from the front of the edge of
the building and be more than 15 square feet in gross area per side.

b. Projecting signs may not extend over a public right-of-way or public property
except with the written permission of the City Engineer. When a projecting sign
extends over a right-of-way, there shall be at least 8 feet of clearance between
the ground level and the lowest point of the projecting sign. In no case may a
projecting sign come closer than 2 feet from the curb line.

c. Projecting signs may not extend over a designated parking space or loading
area.

d. One projecting sign per entrance on a street frontage is permitted. Projecting
signs shall be at least 20 feet from other projecting signs.

(3) Wall signs on a multi-tenant building. Each tenant in a multi-tenant building is
allowed 1 wall sign, however, the total cumulative square footage for all signs may
not exceed the maximum gross area of signage allowed for the property, unless
additional signage is approved through a master sign plan.
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Sec. 118-334. Dynamic Display Off-Premises Signage

(a)

Findings, Purpose, and Intent. The City desires to facilitate communication between
area businesses and nonprofits and drivers utilizing the Interstate 494 corridor and also
desires to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the community through public
service messaging. Dynamic display off-premises signs are able to cycle through a
number of different messages and can communicate all of these messages effectively
without causing a proliferation of sign structures and sign surfaces along the highway
corridor. With this type of signage, there are opportunities for the City and public safety
agencies to communicate about local events and critical emergencies. The City does not
allow static off-premises billboard signage because these signs are inefficient, result in
visual clutter, and are unable to support emergency messaging or the efficient promotion
of community events.

The City is committed to protecting the aesthetics of the Mississippi River Corridor
Critical Area (MRCCA), a part of the community that is protected by State Statute and
shares a border with the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area, a unit of the
National Park Service. Consistent with State Statute, the City administers a local
MRCCA ordinance which contains numerous provisions designed to protect the
community’s scenic vistas, especially views to and from the river and river bluffs. The
Department of Natural Resources requires the City to adopt minimum MRCCA
standards but actively encourages Cities to take additional steps to protect the aesthetics
of the MRCCA. To protect this critical resource area from visual clutter, it is the City’s
intention that no new billboard signage shall be permitted in the MRCCA and no
existing nonconforming billboard signage in the MRCCA shall be permitted to be
expanded or intensified in a way that will increase its value and make its discontinuance
more unlikely.

(b) Location and Eligibility

(1) Dynamic display off-premises signs shall only be allowed on properties that are
zoned GB-General Business.

(2) A dynamic display off-premises sign may only be erected on a property abutting
Interstate Highway 494. The dynamic display off-premises sign must be oriented
towards and designed to be viewed from Interstate Highway 494.

(3) Dynamic display off-premises signs are prohibited on properties located within
the Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area (MRCCA) overlay district.

(4) The minimum distance in any direction between any two off-premises dynamic
display signs shall be two thousand (2,000) feet.

(c) Conditional Use Permit Required. A conditional use permit shall be required for any

dynamic display off-premises sign.

(d) Performance Standards. Dynamic display off-premises signs are subject to the

following requirements:
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1)

)

(3)
(4)

(%)

(6)

(7)
(8)
9)

All dynamic display off-premises signs shall comply with federal and state rules
and regulations for signs along interstates and highways and shall obtain any
required federal and state permits.

The maximum allowable size shall be seven hundred (700) square feet per sign
surface and no sign shall contain more than two (2) sign surfaces. Each sign
surface must be designed to be read from an opposite direction.

The maximum allowable height is fifty (50) feet from the grade of the travel lane
of Interstate 494.

The design of the sign and its support structure shall be approved by the City. The
base or support structure shall incorporate EIFS, veneer, brick, stone, decorative
block, or a similar cladding material that has been approved by the City.

Dynamic display off-premises signs shall have a minimum display duration of
eight (8) seconds. Such displays shall contain static messages only. The change
from one static message to another shall either be instantaneous without any
special effects or shall employ a dissolve or fade transition or another subtle
transition technique that does not have the appearance of moving text or images.
No transition may take longer than one second.

The sign shall be rectangular in shape and all messages must be contained within
the sign. The portion of any dynamic or illuminated sign that is used for the
conveyance of any message will be included within the overall size of the sign.

The sign must be freestanding and shall not be affixed to any building.
The sign may not emit any sound.

The sign shall have ambient light monitors installed and shall be configured to
allow such monitors to automatically adjust the brightness level of the electronic
sign based on light conditions at all times.

(10) The sign shall comply with the following brightness standards: the sign shall not

exceed seven thousand five hundred (7,500) Nits (candelas per square meter)
between the hours of civil sunrise and civil sunset measured from the face of the
sign. During nighttime hours, the sign shall not exceed five hundred (500) Nits.
The light level shall not exceed 0.3 footcandles above ambient light as measured
from a pre-set distance depending on sign size. Measuring distance shall be
determined using the following equation: the square root of the message center
sign area multiplied by 100. Example: 12 square foot sign V(12x100 )=34.6 feet
measuring distance.

(11) Dynamic display billboards shall be constructed with the use of light-blocking

technology. As measured from a point on the sign face furthest from the right-of-
way, the area on the ground more than 22.5 degrees from the roadway must be
light protected by light-blocking technology. "Light protected" is defined as
having a reduction of brightness/luminance (and visibility) of over 90 percent, or
equivalently, a remaining brightness of less than ten percent as compared to the
nominal forward brightness of the sign.
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(12) The sign shall have a fully-functional monitoring off switch system that shuts the

dynamic display sign off when the display deteriorates, in any fashion, five (5)
percent or greater until the dynamic display sign has been repaired to its fully-

functional factory specification.

(13) The lamp wattage and luminance level in Nits of the sign shall be provided at the
time of permit application from the owner or operator of the sign. The sign must

at all times be operated in accordance with City Code and the owner or operator

shall provide proof of such conformance upon request of the City.

(14) Public service messages, in addition to emergency messages such as Amber
Alerts, shall be provided on the dynamic display billboard sign at no cost to the
public. Any Applicant for a conditional use permit for an off-premises dynamic

display sign shall enter into an agreement with the City to provide up to 30 hours

of no-cost display time per month on each face of the sign, with each display

lasting 8 seconds. The messages shall be reasonably distributed throughout a 24-

hour period and shall not be relegated to the midnight to 6:00 AM time frame.

(15) Portable dynamic display off-premises signs are not allowed in any district.

(16) Nonconforming static off-premises signs may not be converted to dynamic

display off-premises signs.

Sec. 118-335. Permitted Signs by District.

Any sign that is not listed as a permitted (P) or allowed by Conditional Use Permit (C) is
prohibited. An asterisk (*) indicates special conditions within the zoning district.

Figure A-1. Permissible Signs By District

Signs

R-1 |R-4 CGMU- | CGMU- | MMM | C-1 GB |
R-2 1 2 I-1
R-3
Signage Area and Size
Maximum Gross 6* 24* 150* 150* 150* 150* | 200* [ 200*
Area of all Signage
on the Property
(Square Feet)
Individual Sign 6* 24 100 100 100 100 100* 100*
Maximum Gross
Area (Square Feet)
Height (Feet) 6 8 8 8 8 12* 12*
Type of Signhage
Area ldentification P P P P P P P P
Signs
Drive-Through — — C* C C C C C
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Dynamic Display C* |C* C* C C C C —
Signs

Dynamic Display — — — — — — C* —
Off-Premises Signs

Electronic c* [C* c* C C C C C
Changeable Copy

Signs

Electronic Graphic | C* [C* C* C C C C —
Display Signs

Freeway Signs — — — — — — C* C
[lluminated Canopy | C P C C C C C C
and Awning Signs

Monument Signs p* P Cc* p* p* P P P
Nonelectronic p* P c* p* p* P P P
Changeable Copy

Signs

Nonilluminated P P P P P P P P
Awning and Canopy

Signs

Projecting Signs C P P P P P P —
Wall Signs P/IC* | P p* p* p* P B b

(a) Within residential zoning districts (R-1 through R-3) signs must comply with the following

regulations:

(1) Aggregate property signage: The maximum gross signage for a property shall not
exceed 6 square feet in gross area unless otherwise excepted below.

(2) Individual signs: The maximum gross area per sign shall not exceed six square feet

in gross

area and six feet in height, or as otherwise excepted below.

(3) The following types of signs are permissible:

a. Area identification signs.

1.

Neighborhoods of single-family and two-family homes are allowed 1 area
identification sign per subdivision or development which must be a
monument sign and may not exceed 24 square feet in area.

Multifamily dwellings with at least four units are allowed one non-
illuminated area identification sign which shall not exceed 6 square feet in
area except as noted below. The sign must be an attached wall sign except
as noted below.

In the R-3 district, multifamily dwellings on parcels larger than 25,000
square feet are allowed one non-illuminated area identification sign not
exceeding 24 square feet in area. The sign may be either an attached wall
sign or a monument sign.
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b. Nonilluminated awning signs and nonilluminated canopy signs.

c. Wall signs and monument signs for an institutional use.

1.

2.

Institutional uses shall be permitted one monument sign per property. An
institutional use located on a parcel that is 1 acre in size or larger with
multiple street frontages may have one monument sign on each street
frontage. No such sign shall exceed a gross area of 32 square feet.

Institutional uses may have up to 24 square feet of wall signage per street
frontage. No more than 24 feet of wall signage may be directed towards
each individual frontage. llluminated wall signs shall require a conditional
use permit.

Group family day cares, as defined in Section 118-8, are not considered
an institutional use for the purposes of this section.

d. Nonelectronic changeable copy signs, which are allowed only for institutional
uses.

(4) The following types of signs require a conditional use permit:

a.
b.

o o

@

Illuminated wall signs, which are allowed only for institutional uses.

Illuminated canopy and awning signs on nonresidential buildings.

Projecting signs.

. Wall signs if they are for a property that does not qualify for wall signage as a

permitted use under the provisions listed in subdivision (3) above.

Dynamic display signs, electronic changeable copy, and electronic graphic
display signs are allowed only when located upon the monument sign of an
institutional use and are subject to the following requirements:

1. The signage shall adhere to all requirements of Section 118-333(c) unless
otherwise stated below.

4.
5.
6.

The electronic sign shall be turned off between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
No part of the display shall change more than once every 15 seconds.

When an institutional use has more than one monument sign, only one of
their monument signs may be a dynamic display sign, electronic
changeable copy sign, or electronic graphic display sign.

(5) The following types of signs require an interim use permit:

a. A home occupation may be allowed one nonilluminated business sign in an
approved location, not to exceed six square feet in area. The sign must be
removed if the home occupation is discontinued. In the R-1 single family
zoning district, no home occupation signage is allowed.
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(6) The following types of signs are prohibited:
a. Freeway signs.
b. Drive-through signs.

(b) Within multifamily residential zoning districts (R-4) signs must comply with the
following regulations:

(1) Aggregate property signage: The maximum gross signage for a property shall not
exceed 24 square feet in gross area unless otherwise allowed below.

(2) Individual signs: The maximum gross area per sign shall not exceed 24 square feet
in gross area and six feet in height.

(3) The following types of signs are permissible:

Avrea identification signs.

Illuminated canopy and awning signs.

Monument signs.

Nonelectronic changeable copy signs.

Nonilluminated awning signs and nonilluminated canopy signs.
Projecting signs.

Wall signs.

S e e a0 0 T P

Wall signs and monument signs for an institutional use.

1. Institutional uses shall be permitted one monument sign per property. An
institutional use located on a parcel that is 1 acre in size or larger with
multiple street frontages may have one monument sign on each street
frontage. No such sign shall exceed a gross area of 32 square feet.

2. Institutional uses may have up to 24 square feet of wall signage per
street frontage. No more than 24 feet of wall sighage may be directed
towards each individual frontage.

3. Group family day cares, as defined in Section 118-8, are not considered
an institutional use for the purposes of this section.

(4) The following types of signs require a conditional use permit:

a. Dynamic display signs, electronic changeable copy, and electronic graphic
display signs when located upon the monument sign of an institutional use.
These signs are subject to the following requirements:

1. The signage shall adhere to all requirements of Section 118-333(c)
unless otherwise stated below.

2. The electronic sign shall be turned off between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
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3. No part of the display shall change more than once every 15 seconds.

4. When an institutional use has more than one monument sign, only one
of their monument signs may be a dynamic display sign, electronic
changeable copy sign, or electronic graphic display sign.

(5) The following types of signs are prohibited:
a. Freeway signs.
b.  Drive-through signs.

(c) Within the CGMU-1: Concord Gateway Mixed Use Zoning Sub-district 1. Signs must
comply with the following regulations:

(1) Aggregate property signage: The maximum gross signage for a property shall not
exceed one and one-half (1 ') times the lineal feet of the longest building
frontage facing a public street or 150 square feet in gross area, whichever is
greater. If a property has a second street frontage, the property is eligible for
additional signage equal to one-half (}%2) times the lineal feet of the building
frontage facing the second public street.

(2) Individual signs: The maximum gross area per sign shall not exceed 100 square
feet in gross area and eight feet in height.

(3) The following types of signs are permissible:
a. Area identification signs.
b.  Nonilluminated awning and canopy signs.
c. Projecting signs.
d. Wall signs.
(4) The following types of signs require a conditional use permit:
a. Illuminated canopy and awning signs.

b.  Monument signs on an eligible property. Monument signs shall not be
allowed on Concord Exchange or within 75 feet of the Concord Exchange
right-of-way. As part of a monument sign the following types of signs may
also be incorporated:

1. Dynamic display, electronic changeable copy, and electronic
graphic display signs.

2. Non-electronic changeable copy signs.
c.  Drive-through signs.
(5) The following types of signs are prohibited:
a. Freeway signs.

(d) Within the CGMU-2: Concord Gateway Mixed Use Zoning Sub-district 2. Signs must
comply with the following regulations:
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(1)

()
(3)

(4)

(5)

Aggregate property signage: The maximum gross signage for a property shall not
exceed one and one-half (1 '%) times the lineal feet of the longest building
frontage facing a public street or 150 square feet in gross area, whichever is
greater.

Individual signs: the maximum gross area per sign shall not exceed 100 square
feet in gross area and eight feet in height.

The following types of signs are permissible:
Area identification signs.

Monument signs.

Nonelectronic changeable copy signs.
Nonilluminated awning and canopy signs.
Projecting signs.

- o o 0 T @

Wall signs.
The following types of signs require a conditional use permit:

a. Dynamic display signs, electronic changeable copy, and electronic graphic
display signs that are part of a monument sign.

b.  Drive-through signs.

c. Illuminated awning and canopy signs.
The following types of signs are prohibited:
a. Freeway signs.

(e) Within the MMM- Mixed Markets and Makers District. Signs must comply with the
following regulations:

(1)

()

©)

Aggregate property signage: the maximum gross signage for a property shall not
exceed one and one-half (1 ’2) times the lineal feet of the building frontage along
Concord Street or 150 square feet in gross area, whichever is greater. Properties
that do not have frontage on Concord Street shall not exceed 150 square feet of
gross signage.

Individual signs: the maximum gross area per sign shall not exceed on 100 square
feet in gross area and eight feet in height.

The following types of signs are permissible:
Area identification signs.
Monument signs
Nonelectronic changeable copy signs

a
b
C
d.  Nonilluminated awning and canopy signs.
e. Projecting signs

f

Wall signs
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(4) The following types of signs require a conditional use permit:

a. Dynamic display signs, electronic changeable copy, and electronic graphic
display signs that are part of a monument sign.

b.  Drive-through signs.

c.  lluminated awning and canopy signs
(5) The following types of signs are prohibited:

a. Freeway signs.

(F) Within the C-1: Retail business zoning districts signs must comply with the following
regulations:

(1) Aggregate property signage: The maximum gross signage for a property shall not
exceed one and one-half (1 %) times the lineal feet of the longest building
frontage facing a public street or 150 square feet in gross area, whichever is
greater.

(2) Individual signs: The maximum gross area per sign shall not exceed 100 square
feet in gross area and eight feet in height.

(3) The following types of signs are permissible:

Area identification signs.

Monument signs.

Nonelectronic changeable copy signs.
Nonilluminated awning signs and canopy signs.

T o o T o

Projecting signs.
f  Wall signs.
(4) The following types of signs require a conditional use permit:

a. Dynamic display signs, electronic changeable copy, and electronic graphic
display signs that are part of a monument sign.

b.  Drive-through signs.

c. Illuminated awning and canopy signs.
(5) The following types of signs are prohibited:

a. Freeway signs.

(g) Within the GB: General business zoning district signs must comply with the following
regulations:

(1) Aggregate property signage: The maximum gross signage for a property shall not
exceed one and one-half (1 '2) times the lineal feet of the longest building
frontage facing a public street or 200 square feet in gross area, whichever is
greater, unless otherwise excepted in Section 118-333(e).
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(2) Individual signs: the maximum gross area per sign shall not exceed 100 square
feet in gross area and 12 feet in height, or as otherwise excepted in Section 118-33
3(e).

(3) Freeway signs are not permitted in that part of the GB district north of 1-494, east
of Trunk Highway 56 (Concord Street), south of Wentworth Avenue extended
easterly and west of the Mississippi River.

(4) The following types of signs are permissible:
a. Area identification signs.
b.  Monument signs
c. Nonelectronic changeable copy signs.
d.  Nonilluminated awning and canopy signs.
f.  Projecting signs.
f.  Wall signs.
(5) The following types of signs require a conditional use permit:
a.  Drive-through signs subject to the requirements of Section 118-333(b).

b. Dynamic display signs that are part of a monument sign. These signs are
subject to the requirements of Section 118-333(c).

c. Dynamic display off-premises signs on properties that are outside of the
Mississippi River Critical Corridor Area (MRCCA), subject to the
requirements of Section 118-334. A property or business that has a dynamic
display off-premises sign shall be permitted to have up to 200 square feet of
total site signage in addition to the dynamic display off-premises sign. A
property or business that currently exceeds 200 square feet of site signage
must reduce their total site signage to 200 square feet or less in order to
qualify for a conditional use permit to have a dynamic display off-premises
sign.

d. Electronic changeable copy or electronic graphic display signs that are part
of a monument sign.

e. Freeway signs, subject to the requirements of subsection 118-333(e).
f.  Illuminated awning and canopy signs

(h) Within the industrial zoning districts (I and 1-1) signs must comply with the following
regulations:

(1) Aggregate property signage: The maximum gross signage for a property shall not
exceed one and one-half (1 %) the lineal feet of the longest building frontage
facing a public street or 200 square feet in gross area, whichever is greater, unless
otherwise excepted in Section 118-333(e). Each principal building at the Fleming
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Field Municipal Airport shall be allowed to have at least 200 square feet of total
signage, regardless of the length of the building frontage.

(2) Individual signs: the maximum gross area per sign shall not exceed 100 square
feet in gross area and 12 feet in height, or as otherwise excepted in Section 118-33
3(e).

(3) The following types of signs are permissible:
Area identification signs.

Monument signs.

Nonelectronic changeable copy signs.
Nonilluminated awning and canopy signs.

® o 0o T ®

Wall signs.
(4) The following types of signs require a conditional use permit:
a.  Drive-through signs.
b. Electronic changeable copy signs.
c. Freeway signs, subject to the requirements of subsection 118-333(e).
d. Hluminated canopy and awning signs.
(5) The following types of signs are prohibited:
a. Dynamic display signs.
b.  Electronic graphic display signs.
c. Projecting signs.

Sec. 118-336. Master Sign Plans

(@)

(b)

(©)

Purpose. The purpose of a master sign plan is to establish a fair and equitable process
for complex signage situations that accommodate the need for a well-maintained, safe,
and attractive community, and the need for effective communications including
business identification. Flexibility from the sign standards in the total amount, number,
size, or location of signs may be approved at the reasonable discretion of the City
Council through the master sign plan process.

Effect. Upon approval of a master sign plan, all future signs shall conform to the master
sign plan. Modifications to the provisions of the master sign plan may be granted only
with the approval of an amended master sign plan.

Eligibility. No property shall be required to submit a master sign plan and may
alternatively pursue a planned unit development approval or variance. The following
standards shall dictate which properties are eligible to submit a master sign plan for
review:
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(1) Only the following uses shall be eligible to submit an application for a master sign
plan: multi-tenant commercial-retail structures such as shopping centers and strip
malls, commercial and industrial developments that are over five acres in size,
gasoline service stations, and properties that have multiple principal buildings.

(2) Only properties in commercial, industrial, and mixed-use zoning districts shall be
eligible to submit master sign plans.

(3) Planned unit developments that require flexibility from the sign ordinance shall
have their signage regulated via their conditional use permit for a planned unit
development rather than a master sign plan.

(d) Process. The applicant shall submit their master sign plan for review by the Planning C
ommission and City Council. A completed application shall be submitted to the zoning
administrator along with an application fee and escrow deposit as established by the
City Council for site plan reviews. The master sign plan shall be reviewed following
the process outlined for site plan review in section 118-47 and approved by resolution.
Amendment requests shall follow this same process.

(e) Review criteria. To assist property owners and their tenants with signage needs, the
City has established the following criteria that shall be used in developing, reviewing,
and approving each master sign plan:

(1) Base guidelines: The master sign plan shall use the signage standards of the
underlying zoning district as its basis. Any sign that requires a conditional use
permit or interim use permit shall continue to require said permit.

(2) Total allowance: The total signage allowance granted shall not exceed two times
the maximum that would be allowed at the property without a master sign plan.

(3) Height: All signage must follow the height regulations of the underlying zoning
district except that monument signs for multi-tenant commercial-retail structures
may be allowed to be up to 12 feet in height.

(4) Quality: The master sign plan review may not be used to waive design standards
that are mandatory in the underlying zoning district related to landscaping or
building materials.

(5) Type: A master sign plan may not be used to approve a type of sign that is
prohibited in the underlying zoning district.

(6) Location: All signage shall follow the location regulations of the underlying
zoning district.

(7) Number: No more than one freestanding sign may be allowed for each street
frontage through a master sign plan.

(8) The City Council may require an applicant to adhere to the signage standards
found in sections 118-332 and 118-333 or the City Council may at their
discretion, approve a master sign plan. In approving a deviation from the signage
standards found in sections 118-332 and 118-333, the City Council will consider
the gross floor area of the principal building(s), the size of the site, the existing
signage, and the visibility of the site from all street frontages.
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(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

@)

(k)

Required materials. The following materials must be submitted as part of a master sign
plan review application.

(1) Dimensional site plan and elevations of the building or buildings to be included in
the master sign plan review.

(2) Locations of existing and proposed signage, including signage dimensions,
lighting, exposed structures, colors, and functions of each sign.

(3) Computations of the total maximum sign area for each individual sign and all the
signage at the site included the height of the signs and area of the signs.

Findings. The following findings must be made prior to the approval of any new
master sign plan or revisions to previously approved master sign plans:

(1) The master sign plan is not in conflict with the comprehensive plan.

(2) The master sign plan is not in conflict with the purpose, standards or design
principles found in section 118-332.

(3) The master sign plan will not be injurious or a nuisance to the surrounding
neighborhood or otherwise harm the public health, safety, and welfare.

Sign permits required. No sign approved as part of a master sign plan may be installed
without first receiving the proper sign permit.

Administration and amendments. Staff may issue a sign permit to allow a sign
approved by the master sign plan to be replaced with a new sign of the same type that
is in the same general location as the original sign and is the same size or smaller than
the original sign. All attached wall signs shall be considered the same type for the
purposes of administering this ordinance. Any more substantial changes including a
change in the sign type, an increase in the size of the signage, or the addition of new
signage will require an amendment to the master sign plan.

Expiration. Master sign plans expire one year after approval if no sign permits
implementing the master sign plan have been issued within that time period. The
applicant may apply to the zoning administrator for no more than one extension of up
to one year.

Termination. A property owner may request the termination of their master sign plan
which shall be processed as an amendment and approved by resolution. If the
termination is approved, the property shall revert to the standards of the underlying
zoning district.

Sec. 118-337. Message substitution.

The owner of any sign that is otherwise allowed by this article may substitute noncommercial
copy or message in lieu of any other commercial or noncommercial sign copy or message
without additional approval or permitting subject to the operational standards set forth in this
article. The purpose of this provision is to prevent any inadvertent favoring of commercial
speech or message over noncommercial speech or message.
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Sec. 118-338. Election Season Exception

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, all signs of any size containing
noncommercial speech may be posted from 46 days before the state primary in any general
election year until ten days following the general election and 13 weeks prior to any special
election until ten days following the special election.

SECTION 2. SUMMARY PUBLICATION. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 412.191,
in the case of a lengthy ordinance, a summary may be published. While a copy of the entire
ordinance is available without cost at the office of the City Clerk, the following summary is
approved by the City Council and shall be published in lieu of publishing the entire ordinance:

The ordinance repeals and replaces the existing sign ordinance to improve its
readability and to address several previously unaddressed types of signage.

SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become effective upon publication.

Approved: August 5, 2024

Published: August 17, 2024

Do) Weasr

Deanna Werner, City Clerk

Page 30 of 30



	rid_0_0_0_1654
	rid_0_0_0_1655
	rid_0_0_0_1656
	rid_0_0_0_1657
	rid_0_0_0_1658
	rid_0_0_0_1659
	rid_0_0_0_1660
	rid_0_0_0_1661
	rid_0_0_0_1662
	rid_0_0_0_1663
	rid_0_0_0_1664
	rid_0_0_0_1665
	rid_0_0_0_1666
	rid_0_0_0_1667
	rid_0_0_0_1668
	rid_0_0_0_1669



