
ORDINAN CE 17-04-01

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HELEN, GEORGIA, TO AMEND THE 
OFFICIAL CODE OF THE CITY OF HELEN, GEORGIA, BY THE 

AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER SIX OF THE HELEN MUNICIPAL CODE:
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

WHEREAS, the City Commission of Helen, Georgia has reviewed requests from local business 
owners for the amendment of the Municipal Code as it pertains to alco hol ic beverages; and

WHEREAS , the Legis latu res of the State of Georgia has enacted ce rtain legislation to encourage 
Farm Wineries pu rsuant to O.C.G .A Section 3-6-21 .1 et. seq. for promotion of the Agri cu ltural and 
Tourism industries in the State of Georgia, and

WHEREAS, the provisions of O.C .G.A. Section 3-5-40 requ ires a license from the Govern ing 
Authority of the local municipality where such farm winery tasting room operations are be located in 
order to operate a Farm Winery tasting room ; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission wishes to provide a revised li censing procedure for those 
seeking Farm Winery Tasting Room Licensure to operate within the City such that such app licants 
may act in accordance with applicable state statutes; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission has also entertained a request to allow full service grocery stores 
with in the city , that also include full service kitchen food operations , to engage in the sale of beer 
and wine for on premises consumption in addition to the sale of beer and wine in closed packages 
for consumption off premises ;

WHERAS, the City Commission believes that such amendments will be benefi ci al to the ci ty, its 
merchants, its visitors, and its citizens; and furthe r serve to promote the tourism industry within the 
City;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the Offici al Code of the Cit y of Helen, Georgia, in order to 
facilitate those changes within the City's Alcoholic Beverage Code:

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDA INED, by the Helen City Commission that The Official
Code of The City of Helen, Georgia, is amended by amending Chapter 6, Alcoho lic Beverages , 
Article II. Licenses, Generally, as follows by th e addition of Section 6-31 as follo ws :

Sec. 6-31. - Consumption Sales Only, Full Service Grocery Store E xception

Except as oth er wi se pro v id ed herein , per sons hol ding a lic  ense t o sell alcoholi  c beverages 
for con sumption on the premi ses shall al so not hol d a license fo r the sal e of alcoholi  c 
beverages by the packa ge, with the excepti on that a Fu  ll Ser vice Grocery Store, as 
defin ed herein, may hold both types of li  censes. A F ull Service Grocer y Store is defi ned 
as a retail market which meets all of the fo ll  owing criteria:

(a) A retail mark  et that maintain s at all tim es that it is open an invent or y of sal eable



food products, including meat , dairy , vegetables, fruit s, dry goods , and beverages ; 
and 

(b) Has an interior floor space and storage area of at least 8,000 square feet and 
devotes at least 50% of s uch interior floor space for the display of food for sale 
products; and

( c) Includes a full service kitchen t hat sells and serves prepared foods;
(d) Has a designated location for beer and wine pouring for on premises 

co nsumption;
( e) does not se ll or offer distilled spirits or vehicular fuel.

(Ord. 17-04-01)

BE IT IS FURTHER ORDAINED, by the Helen City Commission thBt The Official Code of The City 
of Helen, Georgia, is amended by the further amendment of Chapter 6, Alcoholic Beverages, by 
the addition of the following sentence to the existing code section, Section 6-71 (d);

"The sale of growlers is authorized for those licensees who hold both a licen se for on premises 
consumption and for beer and wine package sales, if that licensee qualifies as a full service 
grocery store pursuant to Section 6-31."

OTHER than its amendment by the addition of this sentence, Sectio n 6-71 (d); remains in full force 
and effect, and no other amendment is intended hereby.

BE IT IS FURTHER ORDAINED, by the Helen City Commission that The Official Code. of The City 
of Helen, Georgia, is amended by the further amendment of Chapter 6, Alcoholic Beverages, by 
the addition of the following sentence to the existing code sections: Section 6-72(a) and Section 6- 
126(a);

"Ancillary Wine, Beer and Malt Beverage Tasting Licenses are authorized for those licensees who 
hold both a license for on premises consumption and for beer and wine package sales, if that 
licensee qualifies as a full service grocery store pursuant to Section 6-31."

OTHER than their amendment by the addition of this sentence to each, Sections 6-72(a) and 6- 
126(a) ; remain in full force and effect. and no other amendment is intended hereby.

BE IT IS FURTHER ORDAINED, by the Helen City Commission that The Official Code of The City 
of Helen , Georgia, is amended by the further amendment of Chapter 6, Alcoholic Beverages, 
Article IV, Wine, by the repeal of the prior Sections 6-104 and 6-105 of the Helen Municipal Code; 
and the replacement of those code sections with the following;

Sec. 6-104. - Farm Winery Annual Fee(s) .

Each farm winery tasting room license, at each locat ion , as defined and regulated under 
section 6-105, shall pay to the City of Helen a fee of $600.00 for the operation of a 
tasting room li  cense only, where s uch t asting room serves so le  y as an outlet for the 
promotion of that farm winery's wine. Should the farm winery also seek authorization 
from the Revenue Commissioner for the sale of alcoholic beverages not produced by a



farm w in ery for the on pr  emises consumption of a lco hol , pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 3-6- 
21.3, the farm winery shal l pay to the City of Helen th e same lic ense fee(s) that would be 
appli cab le to any oth  er licensee seek in g licen sure for on premises consum ption , including 
t he fee for Sunday Sa  les, if Sunday Sales are requested.

(O rd . No. 95-04-01, 5-16-95, 17-04-01)

Sec. 6-105. - Far m winery tasting room, Licensing

(a) The provisions of this ordinance pro v ide a li ce nsin  g pro cess fo r th e bu siness of 
o p erati n g a Georgi a farm winery tas ting room in confo  r mance with the laws of the State 
of Georgia a nd City of Helen, Georgia.

(b) D efinitions: " Farm Winery" and "Ta stin g Room" shall be d efi n ed in accordance w ith 
O.C .G.A. § 3-6-2 1 . 1 et. seq., anda  s may he reafter bea  mend ed.

(c) Types of Sales: Wine sold under the provisions of th  e Georg  i a Farm Wineries 
statutes, shall be sold for r et ail purposes only, so ld only in accordance w ith t he stat e 
requi rements codifed at O.C.G.A. § 3 -6- 21.1 et. seq. and i ncorporated h ere in b y 
refere n ce, and only under the provisions of a City of Helen farm winery lic e n se issued 
hereund er. Sales for the on premises consumption of alco ho l m ay be allowed under a 
C ity of He len farm w iner  y licens e to the extent consistent with th e law, rules, and 
regulation  s of the State of Georgia, and upon payment of app li cab le fees as identified in 
Sec. 6-104 .

(d) U nder this code section, the licensee sh a ll be au t hori zed to carr y on the business of 
operat i n g a farm wi ne r y tasting room in their li censed premises. For the pur  po ses of thi s 
ordinance, a ll areas within th e city cunentl y, or in the future, zoned PUD, C-1, C-2, C-3, 
or HI M as defi ned in Chapter 34, 11 Umd Development Co d e " of the 1994 Helen C ity
Code, are de si gnated as special ente  1tainment d i stricts p ur suant to O.C.G.A. § 3-6-2 1.2.
S uch des ignation is made so le l y for the purpo se of a llo w in g Su n day sales in farm winery 
tasting rooms.

(Ord. No . 95-04 - 0 1, 5-16-95, 17-04-01)

Section 6- 10 6. Sunday Sal es. All farm w in ery tasting rooms, as define d in sect ion 6- 105 
of the 1994 Helen C it y Code, and located within a special enter  tainment district may 
offer wine fo r on- premises consumpti on or in closed packages for co n sumption off 
prem ises on Sundays from 12:30 p.m. until 12 :00 mid n ig ht, as permitted b y O. C .G.A. § 
3-6- 21.2.

(Ord. No. 95-04-01, 5-16-95 , 17-04-0 1)

BE IT IS FURTHER ORDAINED, by the Helen City Commission that The Official Code of The City 
of Helen, Georgia, is amended by the further amendment Chapter 6, Alcoholic Beverages, by the 
deletion of the second sentence of Section 6-102; said sen tence no longer being necessary as



Sunday Sale hours for farm wineries are defined in Section 6-106 of the Helen Municipal Code and
O.C.G.A. § 3-6-21.2.

OTHER than its amendment by the deletion of the second sentence, Section 6-106; remains in full 
force and effect, and no other amendment is intended hereby.

(Code 198 7, § 33-102(7); Ord. No. 91-5 , 6-18-91; Ord. No. 94-06-02, 7-19-94; Ord. No. 
17-04-01; O.C.G.A. § 3-6-2 1. 2).

Be it further ordained, by the Helen City Commission, that any ordinance or resolution 
previously existing, either replaced by or inconsistent or in conflict with this ordinance, 
are repealed in their entirety if replaced hereby, and repealed partially to the extent of the 
conflict or in consistency of the previous ordinance. 

Be it further ordained, by the Helen City Comm ission , that this ordinance shall become 
effective upon adoption.

This ordinance approved by the Helen City Commission thi s day of wr ,l
2017.

(SE/\L)

Helen Wilkins , Mayor
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