
ORDINANCE 21-04 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 8 OF THE ROSWELL CITY CODE 
REGULATING CAMPING 

WHEREAS, Chapter 8 of the Roswell City Code regu lates camping and campsites wi thin 
the city limits; and 

WHEREAS, The C ity Co unc il wishes to update and reorganize Chapter 8 of the Roswe ll 
City Code in order to promo te clarity and impro e impl ementati o n. 

OW, THE REFORE, BE IT ORDAfNED BY THE CITY CO UNC IL AS TH E 
GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO, that: 

S ECT IO 1. C hapter 8 of the Roswell City Code is hereb y ame nded as folio\ s: 

Chapter 8 -CAMPING AND CAMPGROUNDS 

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL 

Sec. 8-1. - Erection of tents in non-permitted locations prohibited. 

(a) Unpermitted campsites are prohibited within city limit s. 

( b) No ovmer, age nt or occupa nt of any lo t. pi ece o r parce l of land sha ll pe rmit an y third 
party to construct. erect or use tents upo n pri vate property wi thin the city in v io lation of 
this section. 

(c) Sleeping o n public benches. sidewalks , and bus stops, is prohibited. 

Sec. 8 - 2. - Removal of Nuisances on Public Property 

(a) For purpo ses of thi s Sectio n, the followin g de finition s shall appl y: 

( l ) Public Premise: an y public building, fac ility, struc ture, e nclos ure, park, roadway, 
sidewalk. wate r way, ri ght of way, or o th er real property used for a public purpose 
or as a place of public gathering, owned or under the control of the City, the State 
of New Mexico. or any agency or politi cal s ubdi ision thereof. 

(2) Unla\.\rful tructure: a n y fi x ture constru cted , e rec ted , insta lled , maintained , kep t, 
or o perated on o r over any Publi c Pre mi se, without authorization of the owne r of 
the Public Premise. including but not limited to structures. stall s, stand s. tents. and 
containers, and an y of their conte nts o r attachments. 



(3) Personal Property: any tangible movable thing, including, without limitation, 
items, goods, materials, merchandi se, furniture, equipment, clothing, and 
househo ld items. but exclud ing motor vehicles. 

(4) Stored Personal Property: a ny Pe rsonal Property placed on, at or about Public 
Premise for more than 24 ho urs without aut horizat ion of the owne r of the Publi c 
Property. 

(b) Unlawful Structures and Stored Personal Property not removed by the owner within 24 
hours of written no ti ce, as described be lo\ , shall be subject to summary removal and 
impo undment by the C ity, prov ided that mov ing s uch prope rt y to ano ther location o n 
Public Property shall not constitute removal by the owner. 

(c) The C ity sha ll serve a w ritten notice requiring removal by the own er of U nlawful 
Structures or tored Personal Property, not later than 24 hours prior to removal and 
impoundment by the City. otice shall be deemed ser ed on the owner of any 
Unlawfu l Structure or Stored Pe rsonal Property upon actual de li very of the notice to 
the person storing Personal Property or occupying an Unl awful Structure or upon 
po sting prominently and conspicuous ly on the property . 

(d) Written not ice of removal and impoundment sha ll contain, at a minimum , the following 
info mrnti o n: 

( 1) A descripti o n of the property to be removed (s uch description m ay re fe r to an 
attached photograph). 

(2) The locatio n of the property. 

(3) The date and time the notice was posted. 

(4) A statemen t that th e pro perty will be re mo ved by the City and impounded if not 
removed wi thin 24 hours. 

(5) The locati on where the removed property will be stored. 

(6) A statement that impo unded property will be sold or otherw ise di sposed of if not 
claimed within 15 days after impoundment. 

(7) A statement that the property owner sha ll be responsible for a ll costs of remo a l, 
storage and disposal. 

(e) Upo n remova l and impoundme nt, th e City sha ll post the writte n no tice in a prominent 
place for fifteen consecuti ve days on or at th e Public Property where the property was 
stored or seized. 



(t) In the event that impoundment by the City is impracticable as a result of the size, extent 
or amount of Unlawful Structures or Stored Personal Property, the City may, as an 
alternative to immediate removal and impoundment, provide l 5 days for removal by 
the owner of such property from the Public Premises. after which time, the City may 
remove the nlawful Structures and/or Stored Personal Property and immed iately 
di spose of such prope rty. as pro ided for below. In such event. the C ity shall ser e 
written notice. as described above, stating that property not removed within l 5 days 
shall be removed by the C ity and immedi ately disposed of, a nd sha ll state the date of 
s uch removal by the C it y. The w ritten no ti ce s hall be further posted in a promine nt 
place on or at the Publ ic Premises w here the property is located for the 15 days p r io r to 
removal and disposal under this subsection. 

(g) Property impounded under th is Section shall be stored by the City at the location stated 
in the written notice fo r a period of no less than I 5 days, during which time the owner 
the reof may rec laim such property, pro vid ed that the C ity may require sat isfac tory 
proof of ownership or entitlement. The prope rty owner may be assessed mo v ing, 
storage, and other related fees and costs incurred by the City. Additionally, the owner 
of impounded property s hall bear the responsibili ty for the risk of any loss o r dam age 
to the impounded property. 

(h) T he foregoing notwithstanding, the City shall not be required to provide advance notice 
of re moval of any property constituting an imminent threat to the public hea lth, safety 
and welfare, nor shall the City be required to impound perishable materials or materials 
deemed hazardous, dangerous or noxious, which materials may be disposed of 
immediately and without further recourse by the owner thereof. 

( i) The C ity may sell or otherwise di spo se of impounded property unclaimed 15 days after 
se izure. All fees and unpaid rent, debts and c harges ov ing and all expenses of handling, 
storage, appra isal, advertising, and o ther sale expen ses incurred by the City sh al l be 
deducted from the proceeds of any sale of the impounded property. Any amount 
remaining sha ll be held in trust for the owner of the property for 30 days after sale. after 
which time the proceeds shall be transferred into the Code Enforcement budget. The 
City, its officers. emp loyees. and agents s hall not be liable to the owner of impounded 
property because of any disposal of the property made pursuant to this Section. The 
re medi es availab le to the owner of impounded property are limited to those prov ided 
in thi s a rticle. 

U) The Ci ty s hall maintain a record of the date and method of disposa l of the impounded 
property . inc luding the considerati on received for the propert y, if any, and the name 
and address of the per on taking possessio n of the property. Such record shall be kept 
as a public record for a period of not less than one year from the date of di sposal of the 
property. 

ecs. 8-3- 8-5. - Reserved. 



ARTICLE II. - CAM PGROUNDS 

Sec. 8-6. - Enforcement. 

It shall be the duty of the building in spector to inspect all campgrounds and to enforce 
this article. 

Sec. 8-7. - Use required. 

It sha ll be unl awful for any perso n to camp w ithin the city, including in any ri ght of 
way, flood control or drainage areas, or other bodies of water, unless within a properly 
permitted and registered campground. 

Sec. 8-8. - Sa nitary reg ul ations. 

(a) Any person owning, operating or mainta ining any campground in the city shall co mply 
with the following provis ions: 

( l ) Water flu sh toilets shall be pro ided , and shall be maintained in a clean and 
sanitary condition. 

(2) Equipment suffici ent to prevent litte ring of the ca mpgro und with rubb ish, garbage 
or other refuse shall be provided, maintained and s upervi sed, and fl ytight 
depos itories for such mate rials s hall be provided and conspicuousl located. 

(3) A thorough c lean-up shall be made of the campground every 24 hours. 

(b) Each person owning, operating o r ma intaining a campground shall be he ld respo nsible 
for co mpli ance w ith this section. 

Sec. 8-9. - Owner's register. 

T he owner or operator of any campg round shall keep a register in w hi ch the y shall 
req uire a ll person s us ing the ir g round s to reg ister th eir names, home address and number of 
their car. 



ECTLOI\ 2. A ll ordinances or parts of ordina nces in conflic t o r inco nsiste nt herewith are h ereby 
repealed to the extent of suc h incons iste ncy. This repealer shall not be construed to revive any 
o rdinance or part of any o rdinance heretofore repealed. 

SECTlO 3. If any secti o n, paragraph , clause o r pro visions of thi s ordina nce fo r a n y reason sha ll 
be h e ld to be in valid or une n fo rcea ble, the invali d ity or unen fo rceabi lity of s uc h secti on, paragraph , 
c lause o r pro ision sha ll not affect any o ther part of thi s ordinance. 

S ECT ION 4. Thi s ordinance sh all b e effecti ve after fi ve (5) d ays follow ing its publi cat io n as 
required by law. 

PASS ED, ADOPTED, SIG ED and APPROVED on this I 0th day of June, 2021 
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~ ~tVlg? CaLf 
Sharo n Co ll , C ity Clerk 


