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AN ORDINANCE 
o'i the 

C!TY OF 
M~NNEAPOLIS 

Amending Title 9, Chapter 173 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 
relating to Fire and Police Protection: Fire. 

The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 

Section 1. That Section 173.10 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended " - .. 

to read as follows: 

173.10. Composition of department. The fire department shall consist of a 

chief of the department, AN ASSISTANT CHIEF OF THE DEPARTMENT AND tl:n:ee tdt 

FOUR (4) deputy chiefs, te ae kRewR as "f4¥lst EleJ31:1ty ek4ef:, seeeREI aeJ31:1ty eJ:t4ef.; 

aREI tf:l4¥lEI EleJ31:1ty eMef.; and such number of district chiefs as may be required 

to supervise department districts and departm.enta 1 au xi 1 i aries. and perform such 

other dutieS as the chief may direct; eRe SijJ3ef4RteA~e~At ef t::i.r:e alaflll 

te+e.§¥laJ3FI1 eRe maste¥l meel:taR4e, such number of ass4staRts, captains, 

He~:~teRaRts, fire motor operators and firemeAFIGHTERS, s=i-§Ral eJ3er:ater:s, ma4R

teRa:Ree·RieR1 meeJ:taMes,·+aae):er.:s, and other per·manent and temporary·employees 

as may be required tp operate and maintain all apparatus and equipment used by 

the department, .and perform such other duties as the chief may direct; eRe 

seer:eta~y aREI such number of CLERICAL eler:ks and other permanent and temporary 

employees as may be necessary to ~dequately record and report on all activities 

of the department and perform such other duties as the chief may direct, 

subject to the provisions of this chapter. 

Section 2. That Section 173.20 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended 

to read as follows: 

173.20: Powers and dtrties of chief generally. (a) The chief shall have 
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full control over all apparatus, equipment and suppl'ies and full control and 

command over all persons in the employ of the fire department, and shall 

possess full power and authorityover its organization, government and 

discipline, and to that end shall, from time to time, prescribe and enforce 

such rules and issue such orders as l:!e THE CHIEF may deem advisable. 

(b) The chief shall at all times supervise and keep in repair and ready for 

instant use all apparatus, equipment and supplies used for fire prevention, 

fire protection and fire fighting. ~e THE CHIEF shall keep a record of all 

fires and causes for and losses incurred in such fires as accurately as such 

causes and losses can be ascertained. ~e THE CHIEF shall submit a report of the 

condition and activities of the fire department to the city council at the 

close of each fiscal year or as soon thereafter as is practicable • 
• _ .. ,_,'.. ~ <• -~~ . _, .•. , • ' ,,_ -- • ... l'r ''" 

Section 3. Tha.t Section 173.30 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be 

and is hereby repea 1 ed: 

l76 ... 6Q... Remeva'l ef eMef... Wl:!eR-r 4R the eJ34R4eR ef tl:le e:i-ty ee~;~Re4h tl:!e 

el:l4ef 4s 4ReemJ3eteRt te J3~eJ3e~-l.Y maRage aRe et~eet. tl:!e fttRe.HeRs ef tl:!e f.:j.~e 

aeJ3aftmeRt, e~ fe~ ethe~ ea~;~ses 4t eeeemes Reeessa~y te ~emeve tl:!e eMef fFem 

tl:ie eff46e .fef: tl=l·e gaea ef tl:le ee~a~tllleBt te. t~e best =tHteY'ests eJ the 64ty, · 

~easeAs "fey:s~;~el:l 4ReemJ3eteRe.Y aRElte~ J3~eef ef s~;~el:! ea~;~se e~ Gat~ses shaH ee 

e:J.ea~ly set fe~tl:! 4R. el:la~ges as ~eetl;ltfeEl ey tl:!e e4vH se~v.:j.ee el=ia13teF et: tf:le 

Section 4. That Section 173.40 (a) and (b) of the above-entitled 

ordinance be amended to read as follows: 

173.40. Duties of ASSISTANT AND deputy chiefs; rank in co11111and. (a) The 

f4Fst, seeeRa <:iRa ti:!4~El ASSISTANT AND deputy chiefs shall pe1·form such duties 

as the chief may direct. In the absence of the chief, Ms THE CHIEF'S duties 

shall be vested in the f4Fst aeJ31:1t.Y ASSISTANT chief; In the absence of the 
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chief and Hv.:st ete~~:~ty THE ASSISTANT chief, the duties of the chief shal1 be 

vested in the seeeREI MOST SENIOR deputy chief. ±R tl:le abseRee e:f tl:le el:l:tet: aREI 

tl:le f:4Fst aREI seeQREI Ele~~:~ty el:l4et:s, tl:le El~:~t4es ef: tl:le sh4ef: sha~~ be vesteE! fA 

the tl:l4FEI Ele~uty el:l4eh 

(b) The chief shall chart the city into as many districts as l:le THE CHIEF 

may deem advisable and shall assign. one or more district chiefs to supervise 

each such district and perform such other duties as the chief may direct. The 

district chief or chiefs shall keep daily and up-to_.date records of each 

company within such district upon forms prepared for such reports and shall be 

held accountable to the chief for the strict enforcement of all rules and 

requirements of the dep&rtment within said district. 

Section 5. That Section 173.50 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended 

to read as follows: 

173.50. Chief to appoint certain officers. The chief shall assign com

.pe.tent officers TO SER'v'E AS AS.SISTANI CHlEF;. as deputy chiefs; ass:i-staRt 
~ -• - - - - - - -\:U!) - __ • ,- "O:c-C ' "'-. , - •' ~ , 

el:l4ef:st FIRE MARSHAL_iASSISTANT FIRE MARSHAL..!: tl:le eA4ef: ef: the Hre ~FeiJeRt4eR 

euv.:eal:l; aREI Sl:l~eF:i-RteREieFit Elf fRStFuet:i-eRt DEPUTY CHIEF OF TRAINING; ASSISTANT 

TRAINING DIRECTOR AND ENGINEERING OFFICER. 

Section 6. That Section 173.60 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended 

to read as follows: 

173 .. 60. Supey:~,R:teR£leRt ef. tn~·R=iRg ssl:lee:J DEPUTY 'CHIEF OF TRAINING; 

duties. The duties of the su~eF4RteAEieRt ef: the tFa4RfR9 56A99~ DEPUTY tHIEF OF 

TRAINING are to ihstruct members of the departmen) i11 'f1re protection, fire 

fighting and fire prevention. The department instructm~ shall conduct regular 

training periods and h~\.!t;l conferences for the purpose .of 'in$truction in meeting 

any or all emergencies incurred by members of the firf clepartment. Said 

training and conferences sha 11 be .conducted at the department schoo 1 and at the 
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.various fire stations as may be determined by the rules of the department and 

the orders of the chief. 

Section 7. That Section 173.70 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be 

and is hereby repealed: 

l7~-a7Q ... SupeF~RteRaeRt ef :f::iFe eelll!li:!R:ieat~eRi au:f.-ies ... +l=le s~:~petc:iRteREleRt 

ef f4Fe eemm~:~R:ieat:ieR sha:J.-l have fi:IH Slll~eFv4MeR aRe eeRt~ei ef' the f:i.Fe 

eemmt~R:iSat~eR system I:IAeeF ~:itceet:ieR ef' the 6h:ief aRe sha~~ J3etcfeFm SliER etheF 

a~:~t:les as tl:le eMef' may a:itceet ... He shaH at aH Hmea ma:iAta:iA sa:ie system· :iR a 

wetck:j.Ag e11eeeF aRe shaH keep a re€erEl ef' tl:le epefaHeAs Sf the Ele~aFtmeAt ... He 

sl=laH Fepe!"t te tl=le eMef' tl=le ReeessaFy ~fmprevemeRts wl=l:ieh w:iH saf'egl:laFEl 

aga4Ast ~·RteFFI:IJ3t:i-9R 9f tl:le eperat:i-eR 9f the system aAEl sJ::Iaf:t ma~e FWfeS 

geverA:iR§ tl:le system wJ::I:iel=l Re Eleems expeel:ieRt aRe eeRef'~e:ia~ s1:1e~eet te 

aJ3J3Feva:J. ey the eh:ie~ ... Whefl fl:IRas· aFe ·pY:ev:ieleel. t1.f 'the e=i:ty eel:lFIEH f'e¥: tJ::Ie 

ma:if:ltet=~aF!Ee ef tJ::Ie peHee eemmliR4€at:ieFI system:; the 5llj3e~4AteAeeRt ef' Hre 

eemmi:IA:ieat:ieA sl:la:J.~ exeY:e:ise tl=le same s~:~peFv:is:ieA aRe Ger:rt.Fel eveF SliER systetll . 

as 4s t:Jey:e:j.A FeEfll:iY:ee fer: tl:le F4tce eemm~:~A$eaUet~ system. 

Section 8. That Section 173.80 of the Minneapolis Code af Ordinanc~s be 

and is hereby repealed: 

i7d.,8Q..- Repa:ir: shepi .mastete meehaR:ie.!.s aut4~s ... :fA er:Eler> tekee13 an ap

j3aFatl:ls eiRe eEfl:l:if3meRt :iR Y:ef3a:iF aRe Featly. 'Fer 4Rst~n'i-. ~'"e:r tl:!e HFe -4ef3aFtme::~t 

sl=laH ;;i.Re:J.~:ree a REI ma=i-Rta:iA aR ,aeeEfl::late:J.y e'~t::iJ3J3eEl ~·~~r..:1 ~ ~" sJ::1e13 ... +Ae maste~ 

mee!=laR4€ s!=lalh I:IREie~ El4~eeHeR ef tl=le eMl~f:r l=lave .v~1a,:ge el' tl=le Fef3a4F sJ::Iep 

aRe sl:!a+:J. file~fsY:m sl-lel:! et~w~ e~:rt~es as tl:le eMef: may rett~~!fe ... +J::Ie master 

meeJ::IaR4E sl:laH ~=lave tJ::Ifl El~r:eEt:ieFJ aF!EI SttJ:!ei'=V4s4eA ef: a s~ff::ie:ieAt Al:lmeer ef: 

skH:J.eEI meekaR~ €is aRe s~:~el:l etl=ler f3eY:maReRE aRe temfJeFary emJ3~eyees as may .ee 

AeEessa~=~ te ass4st Mlff te keeJ:l aH af3flaY:at~:~s, eEI~:ipmeRt aRe StiJ3J:!.f4es 4A geee 

:Pef3a4F aRe Feaely f'er: :iRstaRt l:lse ... We sl=laH ma!Ee y:~;~~es gsverR4R§ t!=le eare ef 
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a~~afat~s, e~~~~meRt aRe s~~~-l~es aAe sl:la-lt ~fesef49e aee~ijate tests f:ef f:4fe 

meter e~efatefs sija;jeet te a~~feva-l ay tl:le el:l4ef: ... 

Section 9. That Section 173.90 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be 

and is hereby repealed: 

l73 ... 9Q... Repa:iF shep Feeerels.. +Re eMef: sl:!a-l-l ea1:1se reeeras te ae ke~t ef: 

aGt:i-v4t4es aAEI eests 4R tl:le re~a4f sl:le~, 4REt~EI4R9 ~er~etijat 4RVeRtef4es ef: 

a~~aratl:ls, e~ij4~meRt aRe SijJ3~Hes, ~fa~er Ele~Fee4at4eA aREI eveFr~aEI east 

El4stf:49~heR; 4REI4v4ell:lat ;lea aREI e~l:l4~meRt §f9~~ easts, aRe! aetijat -laser. aREI 

mater4a-l eests ... He shaH a-lse s~:~amH ~fe~eseEI "farms aAEI EletaHs ef: feeerels 4R 

tl:!4s. el:!a~ter fe~~4t!eel te tl:le eHy eei:IREH f:ef 4ts a~~r:eva-l ... 

Section 10. That Section 173.100 of the above-entitled ordinance be 

amended to read as follows: 

173.100. f·ire station captains; ·duties. Each f'i're station s·haH be ·su- ·-

pervised by the captain of the company assigned thereto and where more than one 

company is assigned to one station a senior captain ~ha 1l have supervision 

the~eof. Said .captajn ~h~H see to it that all property belonging to the 

department and committed to his company is kept clean and orderly, and that the 

apparatus. equipment and supplies are ready for immediate use. and shiill ke.ep 

such recJrd$ and make such reports as the chief may require. He SAID CAPTAIN 

srall enforce all rules of the department and preserve order and discipline and 

perform such other duties as the chief may direct, He SAID CAPTAIN \Shall 

promptly report in writing to the chief all delinquent members of hi-s &Qmpany 

with a detailed statement of violations. 

Section 11. That Section 173.110 of the above-entitled ordinance be 

amended to read as follows: 

173.110. Active and auxiliary forces. There shall be two (2) classifi

cations of personnel for the purpose 1:':;: distribution of duties in the fire 
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department: (1) The active force, and (2) the au><iliary force. The auxiliary 

force shall be composed of all members .. of the fire department assigned to fire 

prevention duties, :U11a f.:i.l'le eemmi:IR~eat4sR system, the aam~R4stl'lat~ve ass f5taR:t, 

FIRE INVESTIGATION DUTIES.}. a.nd all clerical a55~5taRts PERSONNEL. The active 

force shall include all other members of the fire department. All companies 

shall be organized from the active. force and only in emergencies shall members 

of the auxiliary force be required .to fight fires. All positions shall be 

filled in conformity with the fire department and civil service chapters of the 

city charter. 

Section 12. That Section 173.120 of the above-entitled ordinance be 

amended to reo.d as fallows: 

173.120. Oath of chief and members. The chief and each member of the fire 

department shall be qua li fi ed by the city clerk by THE FOLLOHING oath or 

affirmation_;_ that J:le ~1 will faithfully observe the Constitution and laws of 

the State of Mi nne sot a, the cnarter, and ordinances of the .city, and perform to. - . - . . ' ~ 

···the. best of· .h~5 MY abilityiES aH·the. duties of Ms THE office.~ 

Section 13. That Section 173.160 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be 

and is hereby repealed: 

l7~-o:l6Q. DA·salrUUy payments:a- ARy meml:lel'l ~f the Hv:e ae~av:tmer~t a:j.saaJea 

B.Y l'lea59R Sf s4ekRe55 Sr 4R£jl:lr.Y whne ~R the 8~5Ehal'l9e Sf !:lis Ell::lty SRa·++ 

re€e~ve ~~5 I::ISI::Ia+ sa+ar.;t fer the peAeEI sf Msaa~Hty Ret ts exeeea Fl~Fiety f9Glt 

says. AR.Y 8~5aaH4ty 9l'l 4Rdl:lr,Y l!l1:15t ae eer:tH~eEI te B.Y a FE!J31:1taa+e J3hY5~€·laFI 9R 

f:s!'lms J3l'le5eF4aeEI ay the e4v4+ 5efv~ee eemm;..,s~eA, ~R eases si' a9~2REe i'fem el1:1ty 

f9l'l mel'le tl:!aR tWeRt,Y-f91:1~ fi?4t h91::1r5 9Ra€€91::1Rt 9f SI:I€R El~5a94Hty 9l'l lRdl:lf:.)'y 

Section 14. That Section 173.170 of the above-entitled ordinance be 

amended to read as follo•"s: 

173.170. Members not to engage in other occupations. No permanent member 
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of the fire department shall be engaged in any other employment for { {o 
compensation WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED A CONFLICT OF INTEREST nor sha.ll fie SAID 

MEMBER receive compensation for the performance of any other service for the 

city. This section shall not be construed as prohibiting service for 

compensation to the Fire Department Relief Association, the M4RRea~e~4s ~4Fe 

ble~aJatmeRt Ret4FemeRt G~~;~a FIREFIGHTERS FUND or any other organization of 

departmental employees. 

Section 15. That Section 173.200 (c) of. the above~entitled ordinance ce 

amended to read .as follows: 

173.200. Powers of chief and assistants whi.le fighting fires. 

(c) No bUilding or structure of ahy kind shall be blown up or otherwise 

destroyed for the purpose of checking the progress of any fire, except in case 

of absolute necessity and 'then only· upon"order of the chief, or in l=l:i-s THE. 

CHIEF'S absence! upon the order of the Ele~~;~ty ASSISTANT chief or etl=l.e~ eff=i-ee~ 

DEPUTY CHIEF in command. 

Section 16. ThaLSection 173.230 .of thee Minneapolis Code ofOrd.inances be 

and is hereby repealed: 

ua~~ag~ Inspeet4aR 9f ElepaFtiReRt l:lu:ilEI;ings CiREI appaFatl:ls,. +l=leFe sf:la+J ee 

a. §eReFa~ 4fl!>~eet4ef! ef :HFe ElepaFtmeRt e~;~HEl:i-Rgs, eR§4Fies, a;p~aFat~;~s aREl 

eEf~;~:i-~meRt ae~eR§:i-R§ tl=leFete ey tl=le a~~FepF:i-ate eemm:j.ttee Elf tl=le e:ity 6Eli:IR6f+ 4R 

tl=le s~F.:i-R§ ef eael=lyeaF aREI at s~;~ef:l etl=leF Hmes as tl=le ei:J:j.~f, w:i-tl-1 tl=le a~p~eva4 

ef tl=le e4ty ee~;~ReH, may Eles:i-gRate, aREl sl=laH a~~e.:i-Rt a Elay eF Elays f9F s~;~e~ 

4Rspeet4eR aREI §-lYe E11:1e Ret-lee the'Feef te tl=le e-lty €9l:IREHT 

Section 17. That Section 173.250 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be 

and is hereby repealed: 

ua~2§Q,. 8uElget est:imate~ GR eF ~.efere Al:l§l:lst f=i-Fst ef eael:l yeaF tl:le el:l:i-ef 

sl:la~~ s1:18mH te tl=te e:j.ty eetJRE-ll a EletaHeEl 6~:~Elget est:i-mate ef 'Feqtl:i-FemeRts: f9F 
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~epfasemeRts e~ ~epa~~s te a~~a~atijs, e~~t~meRt aRa BijtfatR§~iT 

Section 18. That Section 173.260 of the above-entitled ordinance be 

amended to read as follows: 

173.260. Annual reports. The chief of the l~ij~eaij eF :ft~e ~~eveRt:ieR sJ:IaH 

Sijem4t, as seeR a~±e~ Qeeemee~ t~t~ty-Ft~st e:f eaeA yeaF as may ee, ta tt:le 

et:lteF e:f tt:le fire department SHALL SUBMIT TO THE 'CITY COUNCIL an annual report 

of the activities and proceedi"~s had during the year under this chapter 1 with 

such information, statistical compilation .and analysis~ and recommendu.tions as 

t:le THE CHIEF may wish SF tt:le ef:!4eF e:f tt:le H~e ae~aFtmeRt may 84~eet to include 

therein. +Re eMe:f e:F tt:le. :104!=e Ele~a!=tmeRt shaH t~aRsmH sl:leR fe~e~t, te~ett:le!= 

w:lti=l Sij€R aEIEI4UeRaf .:lR:!Oe~matteR aRa ~eeemmeR.Eia~:4eRs as f:!e may seem EIE!s4~aefe 

te tt:l.e e4ty' eeijR€4-f as seeR as may ee, Bijt . 4R any eveRt Ret fate!= tt:1a1~ St*.tY 

COUNCIL 
MEMBER 

NOT VOTE TO VOTE TO 
AYE 

1 
NAY VOTING ABSENT OVERIDE: SUSTAIN 

COUNCil-
MEMBER AYE 

NOT VOTE TO 
NAY VOTING ~BSENT OVERiDE 

Dziedzic 
· Campbell 

Hilary ) 
Rainville ) 
Cherryhomes ) 
Coyle 

Scott 

JUN 15 1990 
PASSED ----=-==---

DATE 
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Scallon )\ 
Niemiec X 
Cramer X 
~chulstad X 
Johnson X 

President Y, Sayles Belton 

APPROVED JUN 2 11990 
DATE 
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VOTE TO 
SUSTAIN 


