
ORDINANCE NO. 09-14 
CHAPTER 55 

ARTIClE I-XVI 
AN ORDINANCE to amend Chapter 55 of the 1984 Detroit City Code, Traffic and 

Motor Vehicles, by changing the name of the Chapter to Traffic and Vehicles; by 
repealing Article I, In General, which consists of Sections 55-1-1 and 55-1-17 and 
adding a new Article I, titled Generally, which shall consist of Division 1, 
Administration, containing Sections 55-1-1 through 55-1-17, Division 2, 
Violations and Penalties, containing Sections 55-1-31 through 55-1-33, Division 
3, Parking Violation Notices at Bureau and Parking Citations at Court, containing 
Sections 55-1-41 through 55-1-49, Division 4, Parking Scofflaw Pro gram for 
Failure to Answer Park ing Violations Notices and Citations, containing Sections 
55-1-61 through 55-1-73, and Division 5, Citations at Court for Violations Under 
Chapter Not Involving Parking, containing Sections 55-1-81 through 55-1-83; by 
repealing Article II, Admini stra tion and Enforcement, which consists of Division 
1, Generally, containing Sec tions 55-2-1 through 55-2-9, Division 2, Residential 
Parking Permit Areas, containing Sections 55-2-10 through 55-2-15, Division 3, 
Parking Violation Notices and Cita tions, containing Sections 55-2-21 through 55- 
2-28, Division 4, Civil Infractions and Mis demeanors, containing Sections 55-2-30 
through 55-2-33, Division 5, Parking Viola tions Bureau, containing Sections 55- 
2-41 and 55-2-42, Division 6, Parking Scofflaw Pro gram, containing Section 55-2- 
44, and Division 7, Administrative Hear ings Tribunal, containing Section 55-2-51, 
and adding a new Article II, Enforce ment, which shall consist of Divi  sion 1, 
Voluntary Bicycle Regi stra  tion, containing Sections 55-2-1 through 55-2-8, 
Division 2, Resi dential Parking Permits, containing Sections 55-2-21 through 55- 
2-26, Divi sion 3, Snow Emergency Routes, containing Sections 55-2-41 through 
55-2-47, Division 4, Impound ment of Vehicles, containing Sections 47-2-61 
through 55-2-71, and Division 5, Police Authorized Towing, containing Sections 
55-2-81 through 55-2-89; by repealing Article III, Licensing, Registration and 
Insurance, which consists of Sections 55-3-1 through 55-3-10 and adding a new 
Article III, Michigan Vehicle Code and Michigan Uniform Traffic Code, which shall 
consist of Sections 55-3-1 through 55-3-3; by repealing Article VI, Oper ation of 
Vehicles, which consists of Division 1, Generally, containing Sec tions 55-4-1 
through 55-4-30, Division 2, Speed Regulations, containing Sections 55-4-39 
through 55-4-46, Division 3, Turning Movements, containing Sections 55-4-58 
through 55-4-64, and Division 4, Operating a Vehicle While Intoxicated by 
Alcohol, a Controlled Substance or a Com bina tion Thereof, containing Sec tions
55-4-70 through 55-4-82 and adding a new Article IV, Local Regu lations, which 
shall consist of Divi sion I, Generally, containing Section 55-4-1, Division 2, 
Operation of Bicycles, containing Sections 55-4-11 through 55-4-13, Division 3, 
Stop ping, Standing and Parking, containing Sections 55-4-31 through 55-4-45, 
Division 4, Parking Meters, containing Sections 55-4-61 through 55-4-68, Division 
5, Size, Weight and Load of Vehicles, Subdivision A, Generally, containing 
Sections 55-4-81 through 55-4-82, and Subdivision B, Weights, Loads and Wheel 
Pres sures, containing Sections 55-4-91 through 55-4-93, and Division 6, Idling 
Prohibition for Commercial Vehicles Exceeding Gross Vehicle Weight Rating of 
8,500 Pounds, containing Sections 55-4-101 through 55-4-104, and Division 7. 
Miscellaneous Regulations, containing Sections 55-4-121 through 55-4-132; by 
repealing Article V, Traffic Control Devices, which consists of Sections 55-5-1 
through 55-5-11; by repealing Article VI, Stopping, Standing and Parking, which 
consists of Division 1, Gen erally, containing Sections 55-6-1 through 55-6-32, 
Division 2, Parking Meters, containing Sections 55-6-44 through 55-6-54, Division 
3, Parking of Inoper able Vehicles, containing Sections 55-6-66 through 55-6-72, 
Division 4, Abandoned Vehicles, containing Sec tions 55-6-84 through 55-6-90, 
Divi sion 5, Idling Prohibition for Com mercial Vehicles Exceeding Gross Vehicle 
Weight Rating of 8,500 Pounds, containing Sections 55-6-91 through 55-6-94; by 
repealing Article VII, Equipment on Vehicles, which consists of Division 1, 
Generally, containing Sections 55-7-1 through 55-7-16, Division 2, Lights, con- 
taining Sections 55-7-28 through 55-7-44, and Division 3, Noise Regulations, con- 
taining Sections 55-7-56 through 55-7-61; by repealing Article VIII, Size, Weight 
and Load of Vehicles, which consists of Division 1, In General, containing 
Sections 55-8-1 through 55-8-9, Division 2, Width, Height and Length, containing 
Sections 55-8-11 through 55-8-18, and Division 3, Weight, Loads and Wheel
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Pressure, containing Sections 55-8-21 through 55-8-29; by repealing Article IX, 
Motor cycles, Motor-driven Cycles and Bicycles, which consists of Division 1, 
Generally, containing Sections 55-9-1 through 55-9-16, Divi sion 2, Motorcycle 
Clubs, containing Sections 55-9-28 through 55-9-30, and Division 3, Voluntary 
Bicycle Registration, containing Sections 55-9-41 through 55-9-49; by repealing 
Article X, School Busses, which consists of Sections 55-10-1 through 55-10-3; by 
repealing Article XI, Ice Cream Trucks, which consists of Sections 55-11-1 
through 55-11-9; by repealing Article XII, Pedestrians’ Rights and Duties, which 
consists of Division 1, In Generally, containing Sections 55-12-1 through 55-12-4, 
Division 2, White Canes for Blind Persons, containing Sections 55-12-25 through 
55-12-28; by repealing Article XIII, Accidents, which consists of Sections 55-13-1 
through 55-13-7; by repealing Article XIV, Impound ment of Vehicles, which con- 
sists of Sections 55-14-1 through 55-14-11; by repealing Article XV, Police 
Authorized Towing, which consists of Sections 55-15-1 through 55-15-8; by 
repealing Article XVI, Snow Emergency Routes, which consists of Sections 55- 
16-1 through 55-16-8; to repeal the current Chapter 55 in its entirety; to adopt and 
incorporate by reference the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.1 through 
MCl 257.923, in accordance with Section 3(k) of the Michigan Home Rule City 
Act; to adopt and incorporate by reference the Mich igan Uniform Traffic Code for 
Cities, Townships and Villages, being R 28.1001 et seq., of the Michigan 
Administrative Code, in accordance with Section 1 of the Michigan Uniform 
Traffic Code being MCl 257.951; and to reenact those provisions in current 
Chapter 55, which, under the police powers of the City, are tailored to the needs 
of the City of Detroit. 
It Is hereby ordaIned by the PeoPle of the CIty of detroIt that:
Section 1.  Chapter 55 of the 1984 detroit City Code, Traffic and Motor Vehicles, be 

amended by changing the name of the Chapter to Traffic and Vehicles; by repealing 
article I, In General, which consists of sections 55-1-1 and 55-1-17 and adding a new 
article I, titled Generally, which shall consist of division 1, Administration, containing 
sections 5-1-1 through 55-1-17, division 2, Violations and Penalties, containing 
sections 55-1-31 through 55-1-33, division 3, Parking Violation Notices at Bureau and 
Parking Citations at Court, containing sections 55-1-41 through 55-1-49, division 4, 
Parking Scofflaw Program for Failure to Answer Parking Violations Notices and 
Citations, containing sections 55-1-61 through 55-1-73, and division 5, Citations at 
Court for Violations Under Chapter Not Involving Parking, containing sections 55-1-81 
through 55-1-83; by repealing article II, Administration and Enforcement, which con- 
sists of division 1, Generally, containing sections 55-2-1 through 55-2-9, division 2, 
Residential Parking Permit Areas, containing sections 55-2-10 through 55-2-15, 
division 3, Parking Violation Notices and Citations, containing sections 55-2-21 
through 55-2-28, division 4, Civil Infractions and Misdemeanors, containing sections 
55-2-30 through 55-2-33, division 5, Parking Violations Bureau, containing sections 
55-2-41 and 55-2-42, division 6, Parking Scofflaw Program, containing section 55-2- 
44, and division 7, Administrative Hearings Tribunal, containing section 55-2-51, and 
adding a new article II, Enforcement, which shall consist of division 1, Voluntary 
Bicycle Registration, containing sections 55-2-1 through 55-2-8, division 2, 
Residential Parking Permits, containing sections 55-2-21 through 55-2-26, division 3, 
Snow Emergency Routes, containing sections 55-2-41 through 55-2-47, division 4, 
Impound ment of Vehicles, containing sections 47-2-61 through 55-2-71, and division 
5, Police Authorized Towing, containing sections 55-2-81 through 55-2-89; by repeal- 
ing article III, Licensing, Registration and Insurance, which consists of sections 55-3- 
1 through 55-3-10 and adding a new article III, Michigan Vehicle Code and Michigan 
Uniform Traffic Code, which shall consist of sections 55-3-1 through 55-3-3; by repeal- 
ing article VI, Operation of Vehicles, which consists of division 1, Generally, contain- 
ing sections 55-4-1 through 55-4-30, division 2, Speed Regulations, containing 
sections 55-4-39 through 55-4-46, division 3, Turning Movements, containing 
sections 55-4-58 through 55-4-64, and division 4, Operating a Vehicle While 
Intoxicated by Alcohol, a Controlled Substance or a Combination Thereof, containing 
sections 55-4-70 through 55-4-82 and adding a new article IV, Local Regulations, 
which shall consist of division I, Generally, containing section 55-4-1 through 55-4-3 
and, division 2, Operation of Bicycles, containing sections 55-4-11 through 55-4-13, 
division 3, Stopping, Standing and Parking, containing sections 55-4-31 through 55-4- 
45, division 4, Parking Meters, containing sections 55-4-61 through 55-4-68, division 
5, Size, Weight and Load of Vehicles, subdivision a, Generally, containing sections
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55-4-81 through 55-4-82, and subdivision b, Weights, Loads and Wheel Pressures, 
containing sections 55-4-91 through 55-4-93, and division 6, Idling Prohibition for 
Commercial Vehicles Exceeding Gross Vehicle Weight Rating of 8,500 Pounds, con- 
taining sections 55-4-101 through 55-4-104, and division 7. Miscellaneous 
Regulations, containing sections 55-4-121 through 55-4-132; by repealing article V,
Traffic Control Devices, which consists of sections 55-5-1 through 55-5-11; by repealing 
article VI, Stopping, Standing and Parking, which consists of division 1, Generally, con- 
taining sections 55-6-1 through 55-6-32, division 2, Parking Meters, containing sections 
55-6-44 through 55-6-54, division 3, Parking of Inoperable Vehicles, containing 
sections 55-6-66 through 55-6-72, division 4, Abandoned Vehicles, containing 
sections 55-6-84 through 55-6-90, division 5, Idling Prohibition for Commercial 
Vehicles Exceeding Gross Vehicle Weight Rating of 8,500 Pounds, containing 
sections 55-6-91 through 55-6-94; by repealing article VII, Equipment on Vehicles, 
which consists of division 1, Generally, containing sections 55-7-1 through 55-7-16, 
division 2, Lights, containing sections 55-7-28 through 55-7-44, and division 3, Noise 
Regulations, containing sections 55-7-56 through 55-7-61; by repealing article VIII, 
Size, Weight and Load of Vehicles, which consists of division 1, In General, contain-
ing sections 55-8-1 through 55-8-9, division 2, Width, Height and Length, containing 
sections 55-8-11 through 55-8-18, and division 3, Weight, Loads and Wheel Pressure, 
containing sections 55-8-21 through 55-8-29; by repealing article IX, Motorcycles, 
Motor-driven Cycles and Bicycles, which consists of division 1, Generally, containing 
sections 55-9-1 through 55-9-16, division 2, Motorcycle Clubs, containing sections 55- 
9-28 through 55-9-30, and division 3, Voluntary Bicycle Registration, containing 
sections 55-9-41 through 55-9-49; by repealing article X, School Busses, which con- 
sists of sections 55-10-1 through 55-10-3; by repealing article XI, Ice Cream Trucks, 
which consists of sections 55-11-1 through 55-11-9; by repealing article XII, 
Pedestrians’ Rights and Duties, which consists of division 1, In Generally, containing 
sections 55-12-1 through 55-12-4, division 2, White Canes for Blind Persons, con- 
taining sections 55-12-25 through 55-12-28; by repealing article XIII, Accidents, which 
consists of sections 55-13-1 through 55-13-7; by repealing article XIV, Impoundment 
of Vehicles, which consists of sections 55-14-1 through 55-14-11; by repealing 
article XV, Police Authorized Towing, which consists of sections 55-15-1 through 55- 
15-8; by repealing article XVI, Snow Emergency Routes, which consists of sections 
55-16-1 through 55-16-8, to read as follows:

CHAPTER 55.  TRAffIC AND VEHIClES 
ARTIClE I.  GENERAlly 

DIVISION 1.  ADMINISTRATION 
Sec. 55-1-1.  Definitions: a-c. 

for purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases, which have not been 
incorporated by reference through article III of this chapter, shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section:

Alley means a public way within a block that is primarily intended for service and 
access to abutting property. 

Block means a tract of land bounded by streets or by a combination of streets, pub- 
lic parks, cemeteries, railroad rights-of-way, harbor lines, centerlines of waterways, or 
corporate boundary lines of the City. 

Commercial street means any portion of any street or highway that is not a residen- 
tial street. 

Commercial vehicle means all motor vehicles used for the transporation of passen- 
gers for hire, or constructed or used for transportation of goods, wares or merchandise, 
and/or all motor vehicles designed and used for drawing other vehicles and not so con- 
structed as to carry any load thereon either independently or any part of the weight of 
a vehicle or load so drawn. 
Sec. 55-1-2.  Definitions: d-f. 

for purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases, which have not been 
incorporated by reference through article III of this chapter, shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section:

Driveway means the portions of the zoning lot that has been designated, designed, and 
improved to afford a suitable means and a direct route for vehicular access to the private 
parking garage or to a rear yard parking area, but does not include other portions of the 
zoning lot, whether improved or not improved, that are not within the most direct line or 
route leading from the access street to the private parking garage or rear yard parking 
area.
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Duly authorized representative means a person or an attorney who has the 
 permission of the registered owner of a vehicle or vehicles to settle, through negotiations 
and/or admission(s) of responsibility, and to make payment of the amount due and 
owing by the registered owner regarding any outstanding parking violation notice(s) or 
citation(s). 
Sec. 55-1-3.  Definitions: g-i. 

for purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases, which have not been 
incorporated by reference through article III of this chapter, shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section:

Hazardous material means explosives, flammable gas, flammable compressed gas, 
nonflammable compressed gas, flammable liquid, oxidizing material, poisonous gas, poi- 
sonous liquid, irritating material, etiologic material, radioactive material, corrosive materi- 
al, or liquified petroleum gas. 

Hybrid vehicle means a vehicle that uses an on-board rechargeable energy storage 
system (ress) and a fuel-base power source for vehicle propulsion. 

Immobilization means, under article I of this chapter, the placement of a restraint on 
a vehicle to prevent its operation. 

Impoundment means, under article I of this chapter, the relocation of a vehicle by 
towing to a pound for storage. 
Sec. 55-1-4.  Definitions: j-m. 

for purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases, which have not been 
incorporated by reference through article III of this chapter, shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section:

Limousine means a chauffeur-driven motor vehicle that is designed with seating 
capacity for 15 persons including the driver, is not equipped with a taximeter, and is 
operated at hourly rates established in accordance with section 58-2-6 of this Code. 

Loop district means the area bounded on the south by the south line of east Jefferson 
avenue and West Jefferson avenue; on the east by the east line of st. antoine street; 
on the north by the north line of Columbia street; and on the west by the west line of 
first street. 

Major off-site parking generator means a casino, hospital, institution, stadium, trans- 
portation center, or such other facility that operates in the City and that, as a result of 
persons traveling to and from the site in motor vehicles, creates a shortage of on-street 
parking in the area which prevents area residents from parking at their residences. 
Sec. 55-1-5.  Definitions: n-p. 

for purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases, which have not been 
incorporated by reference through article III of this chapter, shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section:

Pickup truck means a four-wheel motor vehicle having an enclosed front cab and 
open body with low sides and a tailgate, which may have an enclosure, cap, cover, or 
box over the rear exterior bed. 

Pickup zone means that portion of the street, thoroughfare or highway adjacent to the 
curb or curb line where motor  vehicles may park for the purpose of loading or unload- 
ing merchandise or materials of a heavy or bulky nature only at adjacent commercial 
establishments for periods not to exceed 15 minutes at any one time. 

Police authorized tow means the towing, carrying, pushing or otherwise transporting 
for a fee by a tower or towers summoned by the police, any motor vehicle, except trail- 
ers and truck tractors, that has been wrecked or disabled in any manner, or any vehicle 
subject to removal under article II, division 4, of this chapter, including but not limited to 
abandoned or illegally parked vehicles and vehicles interfering with emergency activi- 
ties or impeding traffic from the traveled portion of a street, highway or freeway. 

Private passenger vehicle means every motor vehicle, other than a bus, commercial 
vehicle, or taxicab, which is designed, used, or maintained primarily for the transporta- 
tion of persons. 
Sec. 55-1-6.  Definitions: q-s. 

for purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases, which have not been 
incorporated by reference through article III of this chapter, shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section:

Recreational equipment means boats, snowmobiles, off-road vehicles, dune buggies, 
jet skis, or other similar items. 

Residence district means the territory contiguous to a highway, where the frontage on 
such highway for a distance of 300 feet or more is mainly occupied by dwellings, or by 
dwellings and buildings, that are not in use for business.
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Residential parking permit area means:
(1)  an area that contains a minimum of six contiguous block faces, or three blocks 

facing each other or any contiguous combination thereof; or 
(2)  an area that contains less than a minimum of six contiguous block faces, or three 

blocks facing each other or any contiguous combination thereof, which has been 
approved by the City Council as a residential parking permit area, and consists primar- 
ily of residential dwellings where on-street parking is regulated, pursuant to sections 55- 
2-21 through 55-2-26 of this Code, to provide residents of such designated areas with 
reasonable access to on-street parking spaces at their residences. 

Residential street means any portion of any street or highway that is adjacent to or 
abutting any land that is either zoned r1, r2, r3, r4, r5, r6, or residential Pd in the 
Zoning ordinance of the City, being Chapter 61 of this Code, or is developed with a sin- 
gle-family house, two-family house, town house, multiple-family dwelling, or rooming 
house. 

Restraint means a device that is used to immobilize a vehicle such as a “boot” or a 
“denver boot.” 
Sec. 55-1-7.  Definitions: s-z. 

for purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases, which have not been 
incorporated by reference through article III of this chapter, shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section:

Service drive means a street or roadway having the primary function of providing 
access to freeway entrances and exits. 

Standing means the standing of a passenger vehicle upon a street with an operator 
in the driver’s seat, or the standing of a commercial vehicle upon a street without an 
operator in the driver’s seat for the purpose of loading or unloading of merchandise, 
material or goods of any nature, but only for the reasonable length of time that is actu- 
ally required to effect such loading or unloading. 

Stop intersection means an intersection at one or more entrances to which vehicles 
are required by stop signs to stop before entering. 

Stopping means the stopping of a vehicle to load or unload passengers for a period not 
to exceed three minutes, with the operator remaining in the driver’s seat. 

Through street means a street or portion thereof at the entrances of which vehicles 
from intersecting streets are required, by standing stop signs, to stop before entering or 
crossing. 
Sec. 55-1-8.  Responsibilities of traffic handling; City Council powers unabridged. 

(a)  the department of Public Works shall have centralized and complete responsi- 
bility for the safe and expenditious handling of all traffic within the City and shall have a 
paramount interest in all traffic problems of the City. 

(b)  nothing in this division shall be construed as authority to lessen or abridge the 
legislative or administrative powers of the City Council or the use of such powers by the 
body in enacting or approving all measures as to how traffic shall be regulated in the 
City. 
Sec. 55-1-9.  Authority of Department of Public Works to adopt regulations. 

(a)  In accordance with section 7-401 of the Charter and this Code, the depart ment
of Public Works for safe and efficient use of streets shall:

(1)  designate the streets or parts of streets upon which there shall be no stopping, 
standing, or parking of vehicles or upon which there shall be parking for a limited time; 

(2)  exclude or restrict stopping, standing, or parking on designated streets or parts 
of streets during certain hours; 

(3)  Permit angle parking in designated areas; 
(4)  establish parking meter zones; 
(5)  establish one-way streets and other special routine of traffic; 
(6)  establish special prima facie speed limits; 
(7)  Cause limit lines to be marked upon pavements and sidewalks for the direction 

of pedestrians and operators; 
(8)  Prohibit left-hand or right-hand turns by vehicles at designated street  corners; 
(9)  designate fire routes and prohibit standing or parking thereon upon certification 

by the fire Commissioner, in consultation with the fire Chief, to the department of 
Public Works that such highway is specifically required for use in attending fires; 

(10)  Close any street, highway, alley or other public property or any portion 
of the same or restrict the use thereof when required by public safety and  convenience; 

(11)  designate intersections that shall be known as stop intersections; 
(12)  designate through streets;
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(13)  designate commercial routes and prohibit commercial traffic from using certain 
highways or parts thereof; 

(14)  designate loading zones to permit the standing of commercial vehicles for load- 
ing and unloading merchandise and materials; 

(15)  designate building entrances, theater entrances, church entrances, hotel 
entrances and other public entrances to permit the stopping of vehicles for the purpose 
of loading and unloading passengers; 

(16)  designate pick-up zones, as defined in section 55-1-5 of this Code, to permit 
the loading or unloading merchandise or materials of a heavy or bulky nature; 

(17)  designate intersections at which vehicular traffic shall be required to yield the 
right-of-way at one or more entrances to such intersections; and 

(18)  designate residential parking permit areas in the City. 
(b)  regulations adopted in pursuance of this section shall be effective upon the erec- 

tion of signs by or authorized by the department of Public Works, sufficient in number to 
apprise the ordinarily observant person of the existence of the regulation upon the high- 
way or in the district affected. 

(c)  If the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section shall 
be effective for more than 30 days, then such rules and regulations shall be subject to 
the approval by resolution of the City Council, provided, that nothing in this section shall 
be construed as restricting the authority of the Chief of Police to establish emergency 
traffic regulations to be in effect for no longer than 30 days, giving immediate notice 
thereof to the department of Public Works. 

(d)  all regulations and signs approved or adopted in accordance with the provisions 
of prior laws shall continue in force and effect until amended or changed. 
Sec. 55-1-10.  Traffic surveys and engineering investigations of traffic conditions; 

drawings and specifications for streets, alleys, and related facilities; master 
plan for streets and traffic facilities. 
(a)  the department of Public Works shall conduct traffic surveys and engineering 

investigations of traffic conditions in the City for the purpose of determining what regu- 
lations are necessary for existing streets and what improvements or changes should be 
made, and shall review the provisions of this Code relating to traffic and streets and 
make recommendations for changes therein to the City Council. 

(b)  the department of Public Works shall prepare general geometric drawings and 
specifications of all streets, alleys and related facilities in the City, showing all proposed 
improvements, changes or future needs, and, as soon as practicable, to develop, exe- 
cute and maintain a master plan for the streets and traffic facilities and submit the plan 
to the Mayor and City Council, provided, that before such submission, it shall be 
reviewed by the Planning and development department for its effect, if any, on the 
detroit Master Plan of Policies. 
Sec. 55-1-11.  Powers relative to traffic-control devices and other signs, signals 

and traffic-control devices. 
(a)  the department of Public Works shall prepare geometric drawings and specifica- 

tions of traffic-control devices and designate the type, location, and timing of such devices. 
(b)  the department of Public Works shall install and maintain all traffic signs, mark- 

ings, parking meters, and other traffic-control devices. 
(c)  the department of Public Works shall establish regulations, general standards 

and specifications for the construction and maintenance of traffic control  signals. 
Sec. 55-1-12.  Review and report on certain budget requests. 

Prior to november 1st of each year, the department of Public Works shall:
(1)  Prepare a detailed breakdown of the budget requests for capital improvements 

covering traffic control devices for inclusion in the department’s budget; 
(2)  review and report on the department’s street budget requests for capital 

improvements or major maintenance covering street, highway, alley or related con- 
struction, such as ramps and bridges, special assessment paving, street betterments 
and similar operations; and 

(3)  review and report on the department’s budget covering requests pertaining to 
snow and ice removal. 
Sec. 55-1-13.  Investigation of peti tions relating to streets and traffic  problems. 

In addition to the authority under this division, the department of Public Works shall 
investigate all petitions relating to streets and traffic problems, including, regulations 
and control devices, shall hold hearings thereon when requested or found necessary 
and shall render promptly a report to the Mayor and City Council with recommendation 
thereon and reasons therefor.
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Sec. 55-1-14.  Annual review of routes, stops, and schedules of all transit agencies. 
the department of transportation shall review, at least once annually, the routes, tran- 

sit stops, and schedules of all transit agencies for their effect on the City’s traffic problems. 
the findings shall be submitted to the Mayor, City Council, and respective transit agency 
with recommendations, if any, for changes in routes and schedules. 
Sec. 55-1-15.  Police Department to furnish copies of chapter; Chief of Police may 

furnish posters. 
the Police department shall provide copies of the substance of this chapter, and 

rules and regulations adopted thereto, for free public distribution, including display 
posters when the Chief of Police determines that providing such posters will promote 
public safety. 
Sec. 55-1-16. Parking Violations Bureau established; location; scope of authority. 

(a)  Purpose. Pursuant to section 8395 of the Michigan revised Judicature act of 
1961, being MCl 600.8395, a Parking Violations bureau is hereby established to 
accept civil infraction admissions in parking violation cases originating within the City, 
and to collect and retain fines, penalties, and costs as prescribed by this chapter. the 
Parking Violations bureau shall be under the supervision and control of the Municipal 
Parking department. 

(b)  Administration. the Municipal Parking department shall establish a convenient 
location for the Parking Violations bureau, shall provide for the administration of the 
bureau, and shall adopt rules and regulations for the operation thereof. 

(c)  Scope. all parking violation notices may be settled at the Parking Violations 
bureau by either the registered owner or by a duly authorized representative as defined 
in section 55-1-2 of this Code, provided, that any registered owner who denies respon- 
sibility for a parking violation notice may request that the same be filed as a citation in, 
and be adjudicated by, the court having jurisdiction thereof. such request by the regis- 
tered owner shall not prejudice or in any way diminish the rights, privileges, and pro- 
tection accorded by law. 
Sec. 55-1-17.  Administrative Hearings Tribunal established. 

(a)  the City of detroit shall establish an administrative hearings tribunal to conduct 
administrative hearings regarding the validity of the immobilization and/or the impound- 
ment of vehicles under sections 55-1-61 through 55-1-73 of this Code. 

(b)  the Mayor shall appoint independent hearings officers to conduct such hearings. 
(c)  the expenses associated with this tribunal shall be borne by the Parking 

Violations bureau. 
Secs. 55-1-18 — 55-1-30.  Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. VIOlATIONS AND PENAlTIES 
Sec. 55-1-31. Violation of chapter, civil infraction and misdemeanor penalties. 

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision of this Chapter. 
(b)  In accordance with section 41 of the Michigan home rule City act, being MCl 

117.41, and section 1-1-9 of this Code, it is a civil infraction for a person to violate a 
provision of this chapter unless that violation is declared to be a misdemeanor, or is list- 
ed in section 55-1-33 of this Code. 

(c)  a violation of this chapter, which is designated as a civil infraction, is not a crime 
punishable by imprisonment or a penal fine. a civil infraction shall not be considered a 
lesser included offense of any criminal offense. 
Sec. 55-1-32. Schedule of fines for parking violations. 

In accordance with section 9-509 of the Charter, the schedule of fines, of reductions 
for the prompt payment of fines, and of penalties for the late payment of fines, for park- 
ing violations are as follows:

fine When
fine fine When Paid After

When Paid After 30 Days for
Paid 30 Days for Vehicles

Within Vehicles Registered
10 Days Registered in Another

Violation for All in State or
Violation Code fine Vehicles Michigan Country

Parked in prohibited
area/no parking 801.1 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00

Improper parking 802.1 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
blocking alley 804.1 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
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blocking driveway 804.2 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
blocking crosswalk 804.3 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
double parking 805.1 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
double standing 805.2 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
fire hydrant parking

violation 805.3 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
no standing (anytime) 811.1 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
snow emergency violation 811.2 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
Coach stop 811.3 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
no standing (a.m.) 812.1 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
no standing (p.m.) 813.1 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
overtime parking 814.1 $  20.00 $10.00 $  40.00 $  70.00
Parking meter violation 821.1 $  20.00 $10.00 $  40.00 $  70.00
Parking in area reserved

for the handicapped 830.1 $100.00 $90.00 $120.00 $150.00
dPW street cleaning 835.1 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
Unauthorized parking —

Private property 840.1 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
Unattended — Key in

vehicle 860.1 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
no stopping 870.1 $  30.00 $20.00 $  50.00 $  80.00
Vehicle and equipment 

specified in section 
55-6-21 880.1 $100.00 $90.00 $120.00 $150.00

this schedule shall be posted at the Municipal Parking department Parking 
Violations bureau. 
Sec. 55-1-33.  Sections deemed to be misdemeanors; penalties. 

(a)  Violation of any of the following sections of this chapter is deemed to be a mis- 
demeanor. 

(1)  sec. 55-1-47. Unlawful disposition of parking violation notices or citations. 
(2)  sec. 55-4-66. deposit of slugs, device, or substitute in meters. 
(3)  sec. 55-4-67. damage to or tampering with meters. 
(4)  sec. 55-1-72. Penalty for removal of restraint or movement of a vehicle after 

immobilization. 
(5)  sec. 55-1-83. failure to answer a citation or notice to appear. 
(6)  sec. 55-4-91. City license or other permit required; exceptions; violation; penalty. 
(7)  sec. 55-4-128. operation of snowmobiles prohibited in public places. 
(8)  sec. 55-4-129. Vendors’ vehicles to be removed at request of police. 
(9)  sec. 55-4-132. solicitation of towing services prohibited at the scene of accidents 

and emergencies. 
(10)  sec. 55-2-81 to 55-2-89. Police authorized towing. 
(b)  Unless another penalty is provided for in this chapter or through the Michigan 

Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.1 et seq., a person convicted of a misdemeanor for a vio- 
lation of this chapter shall be punished by a fine of not more than $100.00, or by impris- 
onment for not more than 90 days, or both in the discretion of the court. 
Secs. 55-1-34 — 55-1-40.  Reserved. 

DIVISION 3. PARkING VIOlATION NOTICES AT BUREAU AND 
PARkING CITATIONS AT COURT 

Sec. 55-1-41.  form; record of parking violations, notices and citations distributed. 
(a)  Form of parking violation notices and citations. Parking violation notices shall be 

printed in the form prescribed by the Municipal Parking department in accordance with 
section 742 of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.742(7). Citations shall be 
presented in the form prescribed in section 727c and 743 of the Michigan Vehicle Code, 
being MCl 257.727c and 257.743. 

(1)  Municipal Parking Department. the director of the Municipal Parking depart ment
shall distribute parking violation notices forms, and shall maintain records both of the 
distribution and of the individual parking violation notices written by civilian employees 
authorized to issue the same. 

(2)  Police Department. the Chief of Police shall distribute parking violation notice 
and citation forms to each police officer whose duties may or will include traffic duty or 
traffic law enforcement. the Chief of Police shall obtain a receipt from each officer to 
whom parking violation notice forms or citations have been distributed. the Chief of
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Police shall maintain a record of the distribution of such parking violation notice and 
citation forms as well as the individual parking violation notices or citations which have 
been written therefrom. 

(b)  Records. It shall be the duty of the director of the Municipal Parking depart ment
and the Chief of Police to maintain records in the custody of their respective department 
which may be subject to audit by the auditor General or independent accountants. 
Sec. 55-1-42 Issuance of parking violation notices and citations. 

(a)  Whenever any motor vehicle is found parked, standing, or stopped in violation of 
any of the provisions of this chapter, or of any order promulgated under this chapter or 
in violation of state law, the police officer observing such vehicle shall take its registra- 
tion numbers may take any other information displayed on the vehicle which may iden- 
tify its registered owner and shall conspicuously affix to such vehicle a parking violation 
notice or citation. In accordance with section 1-1-9 of this Code, the Mayor may dele- 
gate the police power to issue and affix such parking violation notices or citations to 
their civilian employees of the City of detroit but no other power normally exercised by 
a police officer in the exercise of the officer’s normal duties. 

(b)  the issuance of a parking violation notice or citation by a police officer or other 
authorized civilian employee of the City shall be deemed an allegation of a civil infrac- 
tion. such parking violation notice or citation shall indicate the length of time available 
to the registered owner for response to the parking violations bureau or court having 
jurisdiction thereof before the addition of penalties the procedure for responding, the 
address of the bureau or court, the hours the bureau or court is open and the amount 
of the fine scheduled to be paid for the violation. further, if a parking violation notice or 
citation was issued, it shall indicate that other civil action as authorized by law will be 
taken if such registered owner fails to respond within the prescribed time. 
Sec. 55-1-43.  Written objection or protest to parking violation notices or citations. 

nothing contained in this article shall preclude any operator or duly authorized rep- 
resentative, or registered owner or duly authorized representative, from making or sub- 
mitting a written objection or protest regarding the issuance of any traffic violation, or 
parking violation notice or citation, to any City authority or officer designated to accept 
or review such objections or protest within the prescribed time to respond as indicated 
on said traffic violation, or said parking violation notice or citation. 
Sec. 55-1-44.  Reductions for prompt payment of fines and penalties for late pay- 

ment of fines. 
(a)  as provided for in section 55-1-32 of this Code, a parking fine that is paid to the 

Parking Violations bureau within 10 days of the date of issuance by accepting respon- 
sibility, or by accepting responsibility with an explanation, shall result in a $10.00 reduc- 
tion from the original fine as an incentive for prompt payment. 

(b)  a parking fine shall be paid to the Parking Violations bureau within 30 days of the 
date of issuance by accepting responsibility, or by accepting responsibility with an 
explanation, to avoid the imposition of a penalty as provided for in this section. as pro- 
vided for in section 5-1-32 of this Code, failure to pay a parking fine to the Parking 
Violations bureau within 30 days of the date of issuance shall result:

(1)  In a $20.00 penalty being added to the original fine where the vehicle is regis- 
tered in this state; or 

(2)  In a $50.00 penalty being added to the original fine where the vehicle is regis- 
tered in another state or country. 
Sec. 55-1-45.  Disposition of parking violation notices and citations. 

(a)  Generally. a parking violation notice or citation issued for the violation of any 
parking provision either of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.1 et seq., or of 
this Code shall be disposed of as provided for by section 741 through 750 of the 
Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.741 through 257.750. 

(b)  By Parking Violations Bureau. If the registered owner of a vehicle alleged to be 
in violation of the parking provisions either of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 
257.1 et seq., or of this Code elects to appear at the Parking Violations bureau, estab- 
lished pursuant to section 55-1-16 of this Code, the parking violation notice may be 
answered by taking one of the following actions within thirty (30) days of the issuance 
of the notice:

(1)  admit responsibility and pay the scheduled fines and penalties to the City of 
detroit Parking Violations bureau; or 

(2)  admit responsibility with an explanation as to why the fine should not be paid, 
and thereafter pay the scheduled or the reduced fine, if any, as determined by the 
Parking Violations bureau after consideration of the explanation, or
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(3)  deny responsibility and request that the court having jurisdiction to hear the mat- 
ter schedule a hearing. 

(c)  By court. In all other cases, the citation shall be disposed of by the judges of the 
court, which has jurisdiction over violations of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 
257.1 et seq., and of this Chapter and who are assigned to hear traffic and parking 
cases, or by magistrates or referees appointed by the court to hear such cases in accor- 
dance with law. 

(d)  Satisfaction of determination or order. Where the determination of the Parking 
Violations bureau or the order of the court is adverse, in whole or in part, to the regis- 
tered owner, the registered owner shall pay all fines, penalties and costs as determined 
or ordered, or take other action as provided by law, within twenty-one (21) days of the 
date of the determination or order. Where the determination of the Parking Violations 
bureau or the order of the court is wholly favorable to the registered owner, the notice 
or citation shall be dismissed. a parking violation notice or citation is disposed of only 
when all amounts ordered have been paid, or the notice or citation has been dismissed. 

(e)  Failure to dispose of parking violation notices and citations. Where the registered 
owner of a vehicle alleged to be in violation of the parking provisions either of the 
Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.1 et seq., or of this Code, fails to dispose of a 
parking violation notice or citation pursuant to either subsection (b) or (c) of this sec- 
tion, or fails to pay the amount ordered or take other action pursuant to subsection (d) 
of this section, such parking violation notice or citation shall be deemed unanswered. 
Sec. 55-1-46.  Defenses to parking violation notices or citations. 

If the registered owner of a vehicle alleged to be in violation of the parking provisions, 
either of the Michigan Vehicle Code or of this Code, contests the parking violation notice 
at a hearing before the administrative hearings tribunal or contests the citation at a 
hearing before the court having jurisdiction over such violation, such registered owner 
may raise the following defenses with appropriate evidence to support that:

(1)  the registered owner was not the registered owner of the vehicle at the time of 
the alleged violation; and/or 

(2)  there was no violation of a statute or this Code pertaining to parking. 
Sec. 55-1-47.  Unlawful disposition of parking violation notices or citations. 

(a)  except as provided for in the article, no person shall cancel, or solicit the dispo- 
sition of any traffic violation, parking violation notice, or citation. 

(b)  any person who is convicted of canceling, or soliciting the disposition of, any traf- 
fic violation, or parking violation notice or citation, in violation of this section shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 
Sec. 55-1-48.  Report of disposition of cases. 

(a)  By Parking Violations Bureau. It is the duty of the Parking Violations bureau hav- 
ing responsibility for any parking violation notice issued with the City under the Michigan 
Vehicle Code and under the parking ordinances of this Code to maintain a record, sub- 
ject to appropriate audit, of the final disposition of all parking violation notices which 
have been disposed of by the bureau. 

(b)  By Court. It shall be the duty of the clerk of the court having jurisdiction over cita- 
tions issued, either pursuant to the Michigan Vehicle Code or pursuant to the parking 
and traffic ordinances of this Code, to maintain a record, subject to appropriate audit, of 
the final disposition of all cases which have been adjudicated by the court. 
Sec. 55-1-49.  Disposition of fines, penalties, fees, and costs. 

(a)  By Parking Violations Bureau. all fines, penalties, and fees established and 
imposed by the City for the violation of any parking regulations under the Michigan 
Vehicle Code and under the parking ordinances of this Code shall be paid to the Parking 
Violations bureau for deposit into the general fund of the City. 

(b)  By Court. all fines, penalties, and costs which are imposed by the court having 
jurisdiction over violations of the Michigan Vehicle Code and of the parking and traffic 
ordinances of this Code shall be paid to the clerk of such court, who shall deposit the 
same daily with the City treasurer, with said fines, penalties, and costs being credited 
as provided by law. 
Secs. 55-1-50 — 55-1-60.  Reserved. 

DIVISION 4.  PARkING SCOfflAW PROGRAM fOR fAIlURE TO ANSWER 
PARkING VIOlATION NOTICES AND CITATIONS 

Sec. 55-1-61.  Establishment. 
Pursuant to section 606(1)(b) of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 

257.606(1)(b), the Municipal Parking department is authorized to develop, implement, 
and supervise a program for vehicle immobilization and impoundment as defined
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respectively in section 55-1-3 of this Code, for the purpose of enforcing the parking reg- 
ulations of this Code and of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.1 et seq. this 
parking scofflaw program shall provide for the immobilization and/or impoundment of 
any vehicle that is currently registered to an owner where the registered owner has 
failed to answer six or more parking violation notices or citations regarding illegal park- 
ing, which have been issued in accordance with this Code, or with the Michigan Vehicle 
Code, being MCl 257.1 et seq., and have accrued on any vehicle currently or previ- 
ously registered to the owner. 
Sec. 55-1-62.  Procedure for notice prior to immobilization and/or impoundment. 

(a)  Issuance of warning notice: Where a registered owner of a vehicle or vehicles 
has accumulated six or more unanswered parking violation notices or citations regard- 
ing illegal parking that have been issued in accordance with this Code, or with the 
Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.1 et seq., the Municipal Parking department 
Parking Violations bureau shall cause a warning notice of impending immobilization 
and/or impoundment to be prepared 15 days after the issuance of a sixth unanswered 
parking violation notice or citation, and to be sent by first class mail to such registered 
owner at the address required to be given to the Michigan secretary of state pursuant 
to section 228 or section 315 of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.228 
or MCl 257.315. this warning notice shall state said registered owners name and 
address, the identification numbers for a minimum of six parking violation notices 
or citations regarding illegal parking which remain unanswered, a notification regard- 
ing the impending immobilization and/or impoundment of said registered owners
 vehicle(s). 

(b)  Rescission of warning notice: the registered owner may appear at the Parking 
Violations bureau to obtain rescission of the warning notice within seven days of the 
date of issuance of the notice only where:

(1)  all fines penalties, and fees owed on all outstanding parking violation notices 
and/or citations are paid in full as partial payment does not negate eligibility status for 
immobilization or impoundment; or 

(2)  the registered owner has appeared, in person, at the Parking Violations bureau 
and has entered into, and fully complies with, a formal payment plan; or 

(3)  the validity of the warning notice is challenged through the submission of docu- 
mentation to the Parking Violations bureau demonstrating that:

(a)  all fines, penalties, and fees for all outstanding parking violation notices and/or 
citations were previously paid; or 

(b)  the registered owner has not accumulated six or more unanswered parking vio- 
lation notices and/or citations as of the date of issuance of the warning notice. 

(c)  Issuance of final notice: In the event that the registered owner fails to appear at 
the Parking Violations bureau within 30 days of the issuance date of the sixth parking 
violation notice or citation or to take action as required by subsection (b) of this section, 
the Municipal Parking department shall cause a final notice of impending immobiliza- 
tion and/or impoundment to be prepared and to be sent by first class mail to such reg- 
istered owner at the address given to the Michigan secretary of state pursuant to 
section 228 or section 315 of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.228 or MCl 
257.315. this final notice shall state said registered owners name and address, the 
identification numbers for a minimum of six parking violation notices or citations regard- 
ing illegal parking which remain unanswered, and that an administrative fee of $25.00 
has been added to the amount due. 

(d)  Rescission of final notice: the registered owner may appear at the Parking 
Violations bureau within seven days of the date of issuance of the final notice to obtain 
rescission of the eligibility status for vehicle immobilization and/or impoundment only 
where:

(1)  all fines, penalties, and fees owed on all outstanding parking violation notices 
and/or citations are paid in full as partial payment does not negate eligibility status for 
immobilization or impoundment; or 

(2)  the registered owner has appeared, in person, at the Parking Violations bureau 
and has entered into, and fully complies with, a formal payment plan; or 

(3)  the validity of the final notice is challenged through the submission of documen- 
tation to the Parking Violations bureau demonstrtaing that:

(a)  all fines, penalties, and fees for all outstanding parking violation notices and/or 
citations were previously paid; or 

(b)  the registered owner has not accumulated six or more unanswered parking vio- 
lation notices and/or citations as of the date of issuance of the final notice.
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Sec. 55-1-63.  Procedure for immobilization. 
In the event that the registered owner fails to appear at the Parking Violations bureau 

and take action as required by section 55-1-62(d) of this Code, the Municipal Parking 
department may direct the immobilization of said registered owners vehicle or vehicles 
when legally or illegally parked on any public street or on any City-owned property, or 
when illegally parked on any public or private property:

(1)  by placement of a restraint, as defined in section 55-1-6 of this Code, on said 
vehicle in such a manner so as to prevent its operation; and 

(2)  by affixing to said vehicle in a conspicuous place an immobilization notice which:
a.  Warns that the vehicle is immobilized, that any attempt to move said vehicle may 

result in damage, and that movement of the vehicle that is not authorized by the City 
and that removal or alteration of the restraint that is not authorized by the City, and dam- 
age, destruction or loss of a restraint due to movement, is a violation of this division pun- 
ishable, in the discretion of the court, by a fine of up to $500.00 or imprisonment for up 
to 90 days, or both; and 

b.  Provides information pertaining to the procedure to be followed either to obtain 
release of the restraint, or to obtain a post-immobilization hearing before the admin -
istrative hearings tribunal as provided for in section 55-1-65 or 55-1-66 of this Code. 
Sec. 55-1-64.  Procedure for impoundment. 

In the event that the registered owner fails to appear at the Parking Violations bureau 
to take action as required by section 55-1-62(d) of this Code, or as required subsequent 
to immobilization pursuant to section 55-1-63 of this Code, the Municipal Parking 
department may direct the impoundment of said registered owners vehicle either when 
legally or illegally parked on any public street or on any City-owned property, or when 
illegally parked on any public or private property:

(1)  by relocating said vehicle by towing to a pound established by the Municipal 
Parking department for storage; and 

(2)  by sending by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the registered owner at 
the address listed with the Michigan secretary of state pursuant to section 228 or 
section 315 of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.228 or MCl 257.315, and to 
the secured party or parties, if any, an impoundment notice which indicates that:

a. the registered owner has the right to request a post-impoundment hearing before 
the administrative hearings tribunal as provided for in section 55-1-66 of this Code; and 

b.  Where the registered owner fails to request a post-impoundment hearing or to 
claim the vehicle within 21 days of the date of issuance of the impoundment notice, said 
vehicle will be deemed abandoned in accordance sections 55-1-71 of this Code and, 
unless prior to sale or other disposition of the vehicle the registered owner or secured 
party secures release of the vehicle by paying all fines, penalties, fees, costs and 
ordered restitution, the vehicle may be sold or otherwise disposed of in accordance with 
section 252g of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.252g, which is incorporat- 
ed by reference into article III of this chapter, with the proceeds from such disposition 
being first utilized for the satisfaction of all fines, penalties, fees, costs and ordered resti- 
tution, due to the Parking Violations bureau. 
Sec. 55-1-65.  Procedure for release of vehicle. 

In order to secure the release of a vehicle, the registered owner must do one of the 
following within 21 days of immobilization or impoundment:

(1)  Pay the total amount due. 
a.  Where the immobilization and/or impoundment of said vehicle has occurred and 

the registered owner does not request a hearing to contest the validity thereof, the reg- 
istered owner may secure the release of such vehicle only after payment to the Parking 
Violations bureau of the total amount due regarding all outstanding parking violation 
notices and/or citations, all immobilization, impoundment and/or storage fees, the 
$25.00 administrative fee, any restitution ordered pursuant to section 55-1-72 of this 
Code, and any other payment due. 

b.  a secured party may pay the total amount due on behalf of the registered owner 
and, upon the execution of a hold-harmless agreement that releases the City and its 
officers, employees, and agents from all liability with respect to the vehicle, obtain the 
release of the vehicle to the secured party; or 

(2)  request an administrative hearing. 
a.  Hearing scheduled within three business days of request. Where the immobiliza- 

tion and/or impoundment of said vehicle has occurred and the registered owner 
requests a hearing to contest the validity thereof before the administrative hearings 
tribunal as provided for in section 55-1-66 of this Code and said hearing is scheduled
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within three business days of such request, the registered owner may secure the 
release of such vehicle only when:

(1)  the decision of the administrative hearings tribunal is in favor of the registered 
owner; or 

(2)  the decision of the administrative hearings tribunal is adverse to the registered 
owner and the amount ordered to be paid by the administrative hearings tribunal is 
paid to the Parking Violations bureau within 21 days of the entry of an order by the 
administrative hearings tribunal; or 

(3)  the decision of the administrative hearings tribunal is adverse to the registered 
owner, review has been initiated by the registered owner within 21 days of the entry of an 
order by the administrative hearings tribunal as provided for in section 55-1-69 of this 
Code, Review of Adverse Decision, and a cash deposit of the amount due regarding all 
outstanding parking violation notices and/or citations, all immobilization, impoundment 
and/or storage fees, the $25.00 administrative fee, and all other applicable fines and fees, 
but not to exceed $500.00 pursuant to section 606(4) of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being 
MCl 257.606(4), has been paid to the Parking Violations bureau. 

b.  Hearing not scheduled within three business days of request. Where the immobi- 
lization and/or impoundment of said vehicle has occurred and the registered owner 
requests a heairng before the administrative hearings tribunal as provided for in 
section 55-1-66 of this Code, but the Parking Violations bureau is unable to schedule 
such hearing within three business days of such request, the registered owner may 
secure the release of such vehicle only after payment to the Parking Violations bureau 
of a cash deposit of the amount due regarding all outstanding parking violations notices 
and/or citations, all immobilization, impoundment and/or storage fees, the $25.00 
administrative fee, and/or any other applicable fee(s), but not to exceed $500.00 pur- 
suant to section 606(4) of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.606(4). 
Sec. 55-1-66.  Procedure for requesting an administrative hearing. 

In order to request an administrative hearing under section 55-1-65 of this Code to 
contest the validity of an immobilization and/or impoundment, the registered owner 
must appear at the Parking Violations bureau and must execute a written request for 
an administrative hearing within 21 days of the immobilization and/or impoundment. 
the registered owner shall receive only one administrative hearing for all parking viola- 
tion notices and citations that previously have not been adjudicated by the 
administrative hearings tribunal. an order of the administrative hearings tribunal is 
final and binding. 
Sec. 55-1-67.  Procedure for payment of fines, penalties and fees, or for refund of 

cash deposit, after entry of order by Administrative Hearings Tribunal. 
(a)  In the event that the decision of the administrative hearings tribunal is adverse 

to the registered owner, the amount due in the order regading all outstanding parking 
violation notices and/or citations, all immobilization, impoundment and/or storage fees, 
the $25.00 administrative fee and all fines, penalties, fees and costs, including any resti- 
tution that is ordered under section 55-1-72 of this Code, shall be paid prior to release 
of the impounded vehicle. 

(b)  In the event that the decision of the administrative hearings tribunal is favorable 
to the registered owner and an order has been entered, the cash deposit paid under 
section 55-1-65(2)(a) or (b) of this Code shall be refunded as soon as is practicable. 
Sec. 55-1-68.  Enforcement of decision. 

after entry of an order under this Code:
(1)  the registered owner shall pay the amount due in full, including all fines, penal- 

ties, fees, and costs within 21 days; or 
(2)  Where the registered owner has secured release of the vehicle under section 55- 

1-65(2)(b) of this Code and has failed to comply with such order, he or she shall return 
said vehicle to the possession of the Parking Violations bureau within 21 days; or 

(3)  Where the registered owner has failed either to comply with such order, or to return 
said vehicle, that has been released under section 55-1-65(2)(a) or (b) of this Code to the 
possession of the Parking Violations bureau, any vehicle registered to said owner shall be 
subject to immediate immobilization and/or impoundment by the Parking Violations bureau. 
Sec. 55-1-69.  Review of adverse decision. 

In the event that the decision of the administrative hearings tribunal is adverse to the 
registered owner, and in order to avoid his or her vehicle being deemed abandoned 
under section 55-1-71 of this Code, the owner shall pursue review of the adverse deci- 
sion, within 21 days of entry of an order, through any available equitable remedy. Where 
said registered owner seeks an equitable remedy, then the cash deposit required either

13

43921 ord 09_14_43921 ord 09_14  10/30/14  12:52 PM  Page 13



under 55-1-65(2)(a) of this Code or under section 55-1-65(2)(b) of this Code shall 
remain in effect pending final disposition of the case. 
Sec. 55-1-70.  fees for immobilization and impoundment. 

Pursuant to 9-507 of the Charter, fees for immobilization, impoundment, and storage 
under this article shall be establishment by the director of the Municipal Parking 
department and approved by the City Council. fees for police impoundment under 
article II, division 4, of this chapter, Impoundment of Vehicles, or police towing under 
article II, division 5, of this chapter, Police Authorized Towing, are not applicable to the 
parking scofflaw program. 
Sec. 55-1-71.  Procedure for disposition of unclaimed vehicles after impoundment. 

In the event that the registered owner fails to appear at the Parking Violations bureau 
within 21 days of issuance of the impoundment notice under section 55-1-64(2) of this 
Code, or if the registered owner fails to prevail in an administrative hearing and to pay the 
amount ordered to be paid in accordance with section 55-1-65(2)(a)(2) of this Code, said 
vehicle will be deemed abandoned and may be sold or otherwise disposed of in accor- 
dance with section 252g of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.252g, which is 
incorporated by reference into article III of this chapter, with the proceeds from such dis- 
position be first utilized for the satisfaction of all fines, penalties, fees and costs, including 
any restitution that is ordered, due to the Parking Violations bureau, provided, that, prior 
to sale or other disposition of the vehicle, a registered owner or secured party may secure 
release of the vehicle by paying all fines, penalties, fees, costs, and restitution. 
Sec. 55-1-72.  Penalty for removal of restraint or movement of a vehicle after 

immobilization. 
It shall be unlawful for any person, who is not authorized by the City, including the 

employee or agent of any towing company, to remove, or alter, any restraint from any vehi- 
cle after immobilization or to move any vehicle after immobilization. any person who is not 
authorized by the City to remove or alter a restraing, including the employee or agent of 
any towing company, and who either damages, destroys or loses a restraint, or moves a 
vehicle after immobilization, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, in the discretion of the court, 
is subject to a fine of not more than $500.00 or to imprisonment for not more than 90 days 
or both. Where a person, who is not authorized by the City to remove or alter a restraint, 
including the employee or agent of any towing company, damages, destroys or loses the 
restraint, the parking violations bureau shall be entitled to an order of restitution in accor- 
dance with section 1a of the Michigan Code of Criminal Procedure, being MCl 769.1a, in 
addition to, or in lieu of, any other penalty authorized by law. 
Sec. 55-1-73.  Release of impounded vehicle to Parking Violations Bureau for 

immediate public sale. 
the registered owner of a motor vehicle, which has been immobilized and/or 

impounded pursuant to section 55-1-63 or 55-1-64 of this Code, may satisfy amounts 
owed to the Parking Violations bureau, in whole or in part, by doing all of the following:

(1)  appearing in person at the Parking Violations bureau with his or her drivers 
license or state identification card; and 

(2)  Presenting to the Parking Violations bureau the current, original valid certificate 
of title issued by the Michigan secretary of state, as provided for in sections 206 and 
209 of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.206 and MCl 257.209, and the cur- 
rent, original valid vehicle registration issued by the Michigan secretary of state, as pro- 
vided for in sections 206 and 209 of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.206 
and MCl 257.209; and 

(3)  Certifying, by execution of a sworn statement on a form provided by the Parking 
Violations bureau, that the certificate of title correctly reflects the existence or non-exis- 
tence of any security interests or liens on said vehicle; and 

(4)  executing a release form that is provided by the Parking Violations bureau, which 
indicates that the registered owner releases the immobilized or impounded vehicle to 
the Parking Violations bureau for immediate sale pursuant to section 252g of the 
Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.252g, which is incorporated by reference into 
article III of this chapter, and to section 55-1-71 of this Code, and signing over the title 
of the vehicle to the City. 
Secs. 55-1-74 — 55-1-80.  Reserved. 

DIVISION 5.  CITATIONS AT COURT fOR VIOlATIONS UNDER CHAPTER 
NOT INVOlVING PARkING 

Sec. 55-1-81.  Civil infractions, penalties. 
(a)  If a person is determined to be responsible or responsible “with explanation” for 

a civil infraction under this chapter, the judge or magistrate may order the person to pay
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a civil fine of not more than $100.00 and costs as provided in subsection (b) of this sec- 
tion. Permission may be granted for payment of a civil fine and costs to be made with- 
in a specified period of time or in specified installments, but in the absence of permis- 
sion being included in the order or judgment, the civil fine and costs shall be payable
immediately. 

(b)  If a civil fine is ordered to be paid under subsection (a) of this section, the judge 
or magistrate shall summarily tax and determine the costs of the action, which shall not 
be limited to the costs taxable in ordinary civil actions and may include all expenses, 
direct and indirect, to which the plaintiff has incurred in connection with the civil infrac- 
tion, up to the entry of judgment. except in a civil infraction for a parking violation, costs 
of not less than $5.00 shall be ordered. Costs shall not be ordered in excess of $100.00. 
except as otherwise provided by law, costs shall be payable to the general fund of the
City. 

(c)  In addition to any civil fine and costs ordered under subsections (a) and (b) of
this section, the judge or magistrate may  order the person to attend and complete a 
program of treatment, education, or rehabilitation. 

(d)  a magistrate shall impose the sanctions permitted under subsection (c) only to 
the extent expressly authorized by the chief judge of the court having jurisdiction over 
violations of the Michigan Vehicle Code and of the parking and traffic ordinances of this
chapter. 

(e)  the court having jurisdiction over violations of the Michigan Vehicle Code and of 
the parking and traffic ordinances of this Code may establish a schedule of civil fines 
and costs to be imposed for civil infractions which occur within the city. If a schedule is 
established, it shall be prominently posted and readily available for public inspection. a 
schedule need not include all violations which are designed by law or ordinances as civil 
infractions. a schedule may exclude cases on the basis of a defendant’s prior record of 
civil infractions or traffic offenses, or of a combination of civil infractions and traffic 
offenses. 

(f)  a default in the payment of a civil fine or costs ordered under subsection (a) or an 
installment thereof may be collected by any means authorized for the enforcement of a 
judgment under Chapter 40 of the Michigan revised Judicature act, being MCl 
600.4001 et seq., or under Chapter 60 of the Michigan revised Judicature act, being
MCl 600.6001 et seq. 

(g)  If a person fails to comply with an order of judgment issued pursuant to this sec- 
tion, within the time prescribed by the court, the court may proceed under section 55- 
1-82 of this Code. 
Sec. 55-1-82.  Default in payment; civil contempt. 

(a)  If a defendant defaults in the payment of a civil fine, costs, or both, or of any 
installment, the court may require, upon the motion of the City or upon its own motion, 
the defendant to show cause why the default should not be treated as civil contempt 
and may issue a summons or order to show cause or a bench warrant of arrest for the 
defendant’s appearance. 

(b)  When a corporation or an association is ordered to pay a civil fine or costs, the 
persons authorized to make disbursement shall pay the fine or costs, and their failure 
to do so shall constitute civil contempt unless they make the showing required in this 
section. 

(c)  Unless the defendant shows that the default was not attributable to an intention- 
al refusal to obey the order of the court or to a failure on his or her part to make a good 
faith effort to obtain the funds required for payment, the court shall find that the default 
constitutes a civil contempt and may order the defendant committed until the fine, costs, 
or both, or a specified part thereof, is paid. 

(d)  If it appears that the default in the payment of a civil fine or costs does not con- 
stitute civil contempt, the court may enter an order allowing the defendant additional 
time for payment, reducing the amount of payment or of each installment, or revoking 
the fine or costs or the unpaid portion thereof in whole or in part. 

(e)  the term of imprisonment on civil contempt for nonpayment of a civil fine or costs 
shall be specified in the order of commitment, and shall not exceed one day for each 
$10.00 of the fine and costs. a person committed for nonpayment of a civil fine or costs 
or costs shall be given credit toward payment for each day of imprisonment and each 
day of detention in default of recognizance before judgment at the rate of $10.00 per
day. 

(f)  a defendant committed to imprisonment for civil contempt for nonpayment of a 
civil fine or costs shall not be discharged from custody until one of the following occurs:
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(1)  the defendant has been credited with the amount due pursuant to subsection (e) 
of this section; or 

(2)  the amount due has actually been collected through execution of process or oth- 
erwise; or 

(3)  the amount due has been satisfied pursuant to a combination of subsections 
(f)(1) and (f)(2) of this section. 

(g)  the civil contempt shall be purged upon discharge of the defendant pursuant to 
subsection (f) of this section. 
Sec. 55-1-83.  failure to answer a citation or notice to appear. 

a person who, without just cause, fails to answer a citation or notice to appear in court 
for violating the Michigan Vehicle Code, MCl 257.1 et seq., which is incorporated by 
reference into article III of this chapter, or who fails to comply with an order or judgment 
issued pursuant to the Michigan Vehicle Code or this chapter shall be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor. 
Sec. 55-1-84 — 55-1-100.  Reserved. 

ARTIClE II. ENfORCEMENT 
DIVISION 1.  VOlUNTARy BICyClE REGISTRATION 

Sec. 55-2-1. Purpose. 
the purpose of this division is to authorize the Police department to create a data- 

base where residents of the City may voluntarily register their bicycles to assist the 
department with identifying lost or stolen bicycles involved in accidents. 
Sec. 55-2-2. Voluntary registration. 

any resident of the City may voluntarily register his or her bicycle with the Police 
department. 
Sec. 55-2-3.  Police Department authorized to register bicycles; numbering sys- 

tem and database required. 
(a)  the Police department is authorized to register bicycles for residents of the City, 

through application and payment of the required fee, by the issuance of registration cer- 
tificates and corresponding decals. 

(b)  the Police department shall create a numbering system so that:
(1)  each registration certificate and corresponding decal contain the same serial 

number; and 
(2)  registration certificates and their corresponding decals are numbered consecutively. 
(c)  the Police department shall maintain a database which contains:
(1)  the serial number for each registration certificate and its corresponding decal; 
(2)  the date of the issuance of each registration certificate and its corresponding

decal; 
(3)  the full name of the registrant; and 
(4)  the registrant’s address and telephone number. 

Sec. 55-2-4. fee. 
In accordance with section 9-507 of the Charter, the fee to be paid for each bicycle 

registration certificate and decal shall be determined by the Chief of Police, subject to 
the approval of City Council,, and shall be paid to the Police department at the time of 
registration. 
Sec. 55-2-5. Application and payment of fee. 

(a)  every person who desires to register his or her bicycle shall complete a written 
application with the Police department on a form that is available at the department by 
providing his or her:

(1)  full name; 
(2)  Complete home address; 
(3)  telephone number; 
(4)  bicycle serial number; 
(5)  description of bicycle; and 
(6)  signature and date signed. 
(b)  at the time of application, the registrant shall pay the required fee. 

Sec. 55-2-6. Duty of Police Department to issue registration certificate and to affix 
decal to bicycle; decal to remain affixed until ownership transferred. 
Upon receipt of a completed application and payment of the required fee, it is the duty 

of the Police department: 
(1)  to issue a registration certificate to the registrant; and 
(2)  to affix the corresponding decal, at the time of registration, to the saddle post at 

a point between six inches and nine inches below the seat and in such position  so as 
not to cover the serial number of the bicycle.
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the decal shall remain affixed to the bicycle until the ownership of the bicycle is trans- 
ferred to another person who may obtain his or her own registration. 
Sec. 55-2-7. Police Department authorized to etch, or imprint, numbers on bicycle 

frames. 
Where a serial number is not visible, or is illegible, for identification purposes, the 

Police department is authorized to etch, or imprint, an identification number on the 
frame of the bicycle. 
Sec. 55-2-8. Registration effective during ownership of bicycle and is non-trans- 

ferable; notification required for change of address and telephone number; dis- 
position of bicycle where registrant fails to make notification. 
(a)  a registration that is issued under this division shall remain in effect for as along 

as the bicycle is owned by the registrant and is non-transferable, provided, that it is the 
duty of the registrant to notify the Police department, in person, whenever his or her 
address and telephone number changes.

(b) In the event that a registrant fails to notify the Police department of a change of 
address or telephone number and the department is unable to locate the registrant, the 
department shall dispose of the bicycle by requesting that the City Council adopt a res- 
olution in accordance with section 1 of the Michigan stolen or abandoned Property act, 
being MCl 434.181. 
Sec. 55-2-9 — 55-2-20.  Reserved. 

DIVISION 2.  RESIDENTIAl PARkING PERMITS 
Sec. 55-2-21. Procedures and requirements for designation of a residential parking 

permit area.
(a) a person who, or group which, resides in a residence district unreasonably 

impacted by parking congestion that is caused by the district’s proximity to a major off- 
site parking generator may request that the City designate the area a residential park- 
ing permit area. 

(b)  Upon receipt of the request for designation, the department of Public Works shall 
provide to the person or group petitions which identify the proposed residential parking 
permit area.  the petitions shall state the applicable requirements and other relevant 
information concerning the proposed residential parking permit area. the petitions shall 
be circulated by the person or group, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the resi- 
dents in the area support the proposed designation by the City of the area as a resi- 
dential parking permit area.

(c) Within 60 days of receipt of petition signatures from residents that represent 75 
percent of dwelling units in the proposed parking permit area and 75 percent of the 
dwelling units on each block face within the proposed area, the department of Public 
Works shall;

(1) determine whether the proposed residential parking permit area contains a mini- 
mum of six contiguous block faces, or three blocks facing each other or any contiguous 
combination thereof, or is an area that contains less than a minimum of six contiguous 
block faces or three blocks facing each other or any contiguous combination thereof, 
which has street parking congestion that is caused by the area’s proximity to a major 
off-site parking generator;

(2) Verify the authenticity of the resident petition signatures; and
(3) analyze the traffic and resident parking conditions in the proposed residential 

parking permit area.
(d) a residence district, or part thereof, shall not be recommended for designation by 

the City as a residential parking permit area unless the department of Public Works 
analysis, including a survey, where needed, reveals that the area is unreasonably 
impacted due to the area’s proximity to a major off-site parking generator and such des- 
ignation is deemed necessary to alleviate a street parking shortage for the area’s 
 residents.

(e) Where the analysis by the department of Public Works substantiates the need for 
the designation of the area as a residential parking permit area, said department shall 
forward its findings to the Municipal Parking department. Within 10 days, but not later 
than 30 days, after receipt of the department of Public Works findings, the Municipal 
Parking department shall schedule a community meeting and mail a notice regarding 
the meeting date to the addresses of all residents of the proposed residential parking 
permit area at the community meeting, the results of the department of Public Works 
analysis, the boundaries of the proposed residential parking permit area, the application 
procedures and permit fees to be charged, and the signage recommended to be post- 
ed shall be provided to the residents of the proposed residential parking permit area.
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(f)  no later than 30 days after the community meeting is held and based upon its 
analysis, the department of Public Works shall make its recommendation to the City 
Council, which shall include consideration of comments that were recorded at the com- 
munity meeting.

(g) the City Council may approve the designation of the impacted area as a resi- 
dential parking permit area upon the submission of the department of Public Works rec- 
ommendation pursuant to subsection (f) of this section, and a determination by City 
Council that 1) residential street parking is unreasonably impacted in the area due to 
the area’s proximity to a major off-site parking generator; and 2) the designation of the 
area as a residential parking permit area will alleviate a street parking shortage for the 
area’s residents.

(h) Where the result of the department of Public Works analysis does not support the 
recommendation for the need for designation of the proposed area as a residential 
parking permit area, the department of Public Works shall notify the person or group, 
and the City Council, in writing of the results of its analysis and recommendation.

(i) Where the department of Public Works recommends that a proposed area not be 
designated as a residential parking permit area, the person or group, requesting such des- 
ignation may file a petition with the City Clerk which requests that the City Council hold a 
public hearing concerning the department of Public Works analysis and recommendation 
that the area not be designated as a residential parking permit area. the request for a 
hearing shall be filed with the City Clerk within 30 days after the mailing of the written noti- 
fication of the department of Public Works analysis and recommendation to the person or 
group. Upon the receipt of such a request by the City Clerk, the City Council may sched- 
ule and hold a public hearing regarding the department of Public Works’ analysis and rec- 
ommendation. the City Clerk shall provide notice of the public hearing to the City 
Planning Commission, the depart ment of Public Works, the Municipal Parking depart -
ment, the person who, or group which, requested the designation of the area as a resi- 
dential parking permit area, and any other interested party. after any public hearing, the 
City Council may approve the designation of the impacted area as a residential parking 
permit area where the City Council determines that residential street parking is unrea- 
sonably impacted in the subject area due to the area’s proximity to a major off-street park- 
ing generator, and that the designation of the area as a residential parking permit area will 
alleviate a street parking shortage for the area’s residents. 
Sec. 55-2-22. Residential parking permit area; implementation.

(a) Upon City Council’s approval through adoption of a resolution that an area shall 
be designated by the City as a residential parking permit area, the City Clerk shall noti- 
fy residents at each address in the area of the City Council’s action and inform them of 
the City’s procedure for the implementation of the residential parking permit area. the 
Municipal Parking department shall send a description of the designated area to the 
City Clerk who shall publish the notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the City.

(b) signage of the designated area shall be installed by the department of Public 
Works within 30 days from the time that residents who represent 60 percent of the 
dwelling units in the designated area complete an application pursuant to Municipal 
Parking department procedures, and purchase a residential parking permit.

(c) Permits shall be issued to residents of the residential parking permit area for a 12- 
month period and shall be renewed annually. 
Sec. 55-2-23. Procedures and administration of residential parking permit area.

(a) the Municipal Parking department shall establish procedures for the implemen- 
tation of residential parking permits in an area that is approved by resolution of City 
Council as a residential parking permit area.

(b) the Municipal Parking department shall administer the residential Parking 
Permit area Program in accordance with this division. 
Sec. 55-2-24.  Residential parking permit area; required levels of resident 

 participation. 
the participation of residents who represent 60 percent of dwelling units in the des- 

ignated area is required to maintain a posted residential parking permit area.
(a) Failure to achieve required level of participation. after 30 days but no later than 

120 days after approval by City Council of the residential parking permit area, any such 
area that does not reach its initial required level of participation shall have such desig- 
nation revoked by the Municipal Parking department. upon revocation of the designa- 
tion, residents of the area who have paid for a permit shall be entitled to a full refund.

(b) Failure to maintain required participation. In the event that the number of residents 
who participate in the residential parking permit program within a designated residential
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parking permit area falls below a level of 60 percent of the occupied dwelling units, the 
designation may be revoked by the Municipal Parking department. notice of such min- 
imal level of participation shall be mailed to each address in the area/ residents will 
have 30 days to bring the area into compliance with the 60 percent requirement.

(c) Termination of residential parking permit area. Upon receipt of a petition requesting 
termination of the designation of an area as a residential parking permit area that is signed 
by residents who represent 60 percent of the dwelling units in an existing residential park- 
ing permit area  and after following the procedures in section 55-2-21(c), (d) and (e) of 
section 55-2-21 of this Code, the department of Public Works shall notify the City Council 
that the designation of the residential parking permit area has been terminated. 
Sec. 55-2-25.  Residential parking permit not a guarantee of parking space. 

a residential parking permit will allow, but shall not guarantee or reserve to the hold- 
er thereof, any on-street parking space within the designated residential parking permit 
area. 
Sec. 55-2-26.  Residential parking permit violation; penalty.

(a) no person shall:
(1) Park in a residential parking permit area beyond the posted time allowed without

a residential parking permit;
(2) fail to surrender a residential parking permit to the municipal Parking department 

upon its demand where such permit is used in violation of sections 55-2-21 through 55- 
2-25 of this Code; or

(3) falsify information to obtain such a permit.
(b) a person who violates any provision of this division shall:
(1) be subject to a civil infraction; and
(2) be liable for the fine and towing charges for violation of the parking regulations of 

the City. 
Secs. 55-2-27 — Sec. 55-2-40.  Reserved. 

DIVISION 3.  SNOW EMERGENCy ROUTES 
Sec. 55-2-41. When parking prohibited.

(a) Parking on snow emergency routes will be prohibited under the following conditions:
(1) Whenever between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. snow or ice has accu- 

mulated to a depth of two inches or more on any part of a snow emergency route, a 
parking prohibition shall automatically go into effect on that part of the route one hour 
after such condition exists; or

(2) Whenever the Coordinator finds, on the basis of falling snow, sleet or freezing 
rain, or on the basis of a forecast by the national Weather service of snow, sleet or 
freezing rain, that weather conditions will make it necessary that parking on City streets 
be prohibited or restricted for snow plowing or other purposes, the Coordinator shall 
cause to be put into effect a parking prohibition on parts of or all snow emergency routes 
as necessary by declaring it in a manner prescribed in this article.

(b) once in effect, a prohibition under this section shall remain in effect until termi- 
nated by announcement of the Coordinator in accordance with this article, except that 
any street area which has become clear of snow and ice from curb to curb for the length 
thereof lying between two successive street intersections shall be automatically exclud- 
ed therefrom. While the prohibition is in effect, no person shall park or allow to remain 
parked any vehicle on any portion of a snow emergency route to which it applies, pro- 
vided, that nothing in this section shall be construed to permit parking at any time or 
place where it is forbidden by any other provision of law. 
Sec. 55-2-42. When parking prohibited on second priority streets.

(a) Whenever the Coordinator finds, on the basis of falling snow, sleet or freezing 
rain, or on the basis of a forecast by the national Weather service of snow, sleet or 
freezing rain, that weather conditions will make it necessary that parking on City streets 
be prohibited or restricted for snow plowing and other purposes, the Coordinator shall 
cause to be put into effect a parking prohibition on parts of or all second priority streets 
between the hours of 12:01 a.m.  and 8:00 a.m. as follows:

(1)  on days having uneven dates, vehicles are prohibited from parking on the side 
of the street having uneven street numbers; and 

(2)  on days having even dates, vehicles are prohibited from parking on the side of 
the street having even street numbers.

(b) the prohibition shall remain in effect until terminated by announcement of the 
Coordinator in accordance with this article or until any street area has become sub- 
stantially clear of snow and ice from curb to median line for the length thereof lying 
between two successive street intersections on any street to which it applies.
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Sec. 55-2-43. Abandoning disabled vehicles. 
Whenever a vehicle becomes disabled for any reason on any part of a snow emer- 

gency route on which there is q covering of snow, sleet or ice or which there is a park- 
ing prohibition in effect, the person operating such vehicle shall take immediate action 
to have the vehicle towed or pushed off the roadway of such snow emergency route. 
no person shall abandon or leave a vehicle in the roadway of a snow emergency route 
regardless of whether indicated by a raised hood or otherwise that the vehicle is dis- 
abled, except for the purpose of securing assistance during the actual time necessary 
to go to a nearby telephone or to nearby garage, gasoline station, or other place of 
assistance and return without delay. 
Sec. 55-2-44.  Public announcements of declarations required.

(a) the Coordinator shall cause each declaration made by him or her pursuant to this 
article to be publicly announced by means of broadcasts or telecasts from stations with
a normal operating range covering the City and may cause such declaration to be fur- 
ther announced in newspapers of general circulation when feasible. each announce- 
ment shall describe the action taken by the Coordinator, including the time it became or 
will become effective, and shall specify the streets or areas affected, except as other- 
wise provided for in section 55-2-41 of this Code.

(b) the Coordinator shall make or cause to be made a record of each time and date 
when any declaration is announced to the public in accordance with this section. 
Sec. 55-2-45.  Termination of parking prohibition. 

Whenever the Coordinator finds that some or all of the conditions which give rise to
a parking prohibition in effect pursuant to this article no longer exist, he or she may 
declare this prohibition terminated. 
Sec. 55-2-46.  Applicability of other traffic regulations. 

any provision of this article, while temporarily in effect, shall take precedence over 
other conflicting provisions of law normally in effect, except that it shall not take prece- 
dence over provisions of law relating to traffic accidents, emergency travel of authorized 
vehicles, or emergency traffic directions by a police officer. 
Sec. 55-2-47.  Erection of signs. 

on each street designated as a snow emergency route, the department of Public 
Works shall erect signs plainly marking such route and sufficient in number to apprise 
the ordinarily observant person that such street or highway is a snow emergency route, 
provided, that nothing in this article shall be construed to permit parking at any time or 
place where it is forbidden by any other provision of law. 
Sec. 55-2-48 — 55-2-60. Reserved. 

DIVISION 4.  IMPOUNDMENT Of  VEHIClES 
Sec. 55-2-61.  Authority to create vehicle pounds; hours of operation of same. 

the Chief of Police is hereby authorized to create vehicle pounds, where automobiles 
and other vehicles may be moved by police officers in the manner provided by this arti- 
cle. such pounds shall be located and operated at such places as may be designated 
by the Chief of Police and a police officer shall be in charge of each pound. the Chief 
of Police shall designate an officer to remain in attendance at each pound from 7:00 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m. each day, except sunday, for the purpose of receiving, safeguarding 
and discharging vehicles, and for collecting the fees provided by this article. 
Sec. 55-2-62. Prohibited parking declared a nuisance. 

the parking of vehicles in places where parking is prohibited or the parking of vehi- 
cles in violation of the terms and provisions of this chapter is hereby declared to be a 
nuisance. 
Sec. 55-2-63. Impoundment — Authority of police when vehicle in violation of 

parking regulations. 
the Chief of Police is hereby authorized to remove or cause the removal and 

impounding of any vehicle found parked in violation of this Code. such vehicle may be 
removed and conveyed by or under the direction of a member of the Police department, 
by means of towing the same or otherwise to a vehicle pound or to a point or place 
where parking is permitted. Whenever available police facilities are insufficient, the 
Chief of Police is authorized to engage the services of any private operator of towing 
cars to remove vehicles under the direction of a member of the Police department 
where the same are found in violation of this Code and under the provisions of section 
55-2-69 of this Code. 
Sec. 55-2-64.  Same — Redemption; impoundment fee.

(a) before the owner or person in charge of any impounded vehicle shall be permit- 
ted to remove the same from the custody of the Police department, he or she shall fur-
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nish evidence of his identity and ownership, sign a receipt, and pay a redemption fee in 
the amount of the towing charge plus an impoundment fee. In accordance with section 
9-507 of the Charter, such impoundment fee shall be set by City Council, based on the 
recommendation of the board of Police Commissioners reflecting the reasonable cost 
of receiving, safeguarding and discharging said vehicle. such fee shall remain the same 
for the first 24 hours and then shall include an additional per diem storage cost for each 
additional day or traction of a day thereafter.

(b) the board of Police Commissioners shall review and recommend, at least every 
two years, to City Council any adjustment in fees established under this section. 
Sec. 55-2-65.  Same — Additional fee for towing of tractors and trailers or semi- 

trailers. 
In accordance with section 9-507 of the Charter, the fee to be paid for the towing of

a tractor with semitrailer attached or of a semitrailer detached from the tractor, where 
the same was removed because of being parked or standing in a place where parking 
or standing is not permitted, or otherwise parked or standing in violation of any provi- 
sion of this Code, plus the cost of removal, shall be set by City Council. 
Sec. 55-2-66.  Same — Vehicles impeding freeway traffic. 

the City, or its authorized agents, may forthwith remove or cause the removal of any 
vehicle and the contents thereof or any other thing which obstructs or otherwise 
impedes traffic on any freeway in the City. the fee to be paid by the owner or operator 
of any vehicle so moved shall be the cost incurred by the City for such removal or for 
causing such removal to be made. 
Sec. 55-2-67.  Same — Disabled or accident vehicles. 

no person shall leave a vehicle that is not in proper condition to be driven due to 
mechanical failure, flat tire, lack of fuel, or as the result of an accident upon the streets 
of the City for a longer period than is necessary to remove such vehicle. Where the 
presence of such vehicle constitutes a material obstruction or a definite hazard to the 
movement of traffic, the Police department is hereby authorized to move such vehicle 
to the vehicle pound. 
Sec. 55-2-68.  Same — Repairing vehicles prohibited on City streets, highways, 

alleys, or public places; exceptions. 
no person shall service any vehicle, or make any repair to any vehicle, in or upon any 

of the streets, highways, alleys or other public places in the City, except minor repairs 
which may be necessary in an emergency to render such motor vehicle operable. 
Sec. 55-2-69.  Same — Additional conditions of impoundment. 

the City, or its authorized agents, may remove or cause the removal of any vehicle 
under the following circumstances:

(1) When the driver of such vehicle is taken into custody by the Police department 
and such vehicle would thereby be left unattended upon the street; or

(2) When removal is necessary in the interest of public safety because of fire, flood, 
storm, snow, or other emergency reason. 
Sec. 55-2-70.  Owner to be informed of charges; payment of fees under protest. 

It shall be the duty of the officer or person in charge of any impounded vehicle to inform 
the owner or person claiming an impounded vehicle of the nature and circumstances of 
the violation on account of which such vehicle has been impounded. In case protest is 
made against the payment of any impounding or storage fee, the officer or person in 
charge of the vehicle pound shall mark upon the receipt evidencing payment of the 
impounding and storage fees the words “Paid Under Protest.” In such case, it shall there- 
upon be the duty of the police officer having knowledge of the facts to forthwith institute 
the proper proceedings in the recorder’s court, charging the owner or driver of such vehi- 
cle with that violation of the provision of this Code on account of which the vehicle was 
impounded. on the disposition of the cause in the court having jurisdiction; it shall be the 
duty of the Chief of Police to refund to such person the fees paid under protest. 
Sec. 55-2-71.  Chief of Police to account for fees; records of violations. 

It shall be the duty of the Chief of Police to account for all fees collected under this arti- 
cle and to deposit the same with the City treasurer. the chief shall also keep the names 
of all owners of vehicles impounded, the numbers of their state license plates, the nature 
and circumstances of each violation, and the disposition of each case. 
Secs. 55-2-72 — 55-2-80.  Reserved. 

DIVISION 5.  POlICE AUTHORIzED TOWING 
Sec. 55-2-81.  Towing rate commission.

a towing rate commission shall be created, composed of the auditor General as 
Chairperson, the director of buildings, safety, engineering, and environmental
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department or designated representative, the Chief of Police or designated represen- 
tative, a representative of the public appointed by the Mayor, and a representative of 
the towing industry appointed by City Council. such commission shall be charged with 
the duty of reviewing the towing rates at least once every two years and submitting its 
recommendation to City Council by october 1st of the year of review. 
Sec. 55-2-82.  Standards for authorized towers. 

(a)  the board of Police Commis sioners shall establish standards, including insur- 
ance and bonding requirements, that must be met in order for a tower to qualify for 
police authorized tows, under this chapter, and the Police department shall maintain a 
current list of such qualified towers. a separate list may be maintained for towers who 
tow abandoned vehicles in accordance with sections 252a through 252m of the 
Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.252a through 257.252m, which is incorporated 
by reference under article III of this chapter. the required insurance shall indemnify and 
hold harmless the City for any injury, damage or loss that may result from a police 
authorized tow or storage under this chapter. the City shall not be liable for any such 
injury, damage or loss. In accordance with section 2-111 of the Charter, the board of 
Police Commissioners shall promulgate administrative rules for the body’s determina- 
tion as to which towers shall be called for tows under this chapter. such rules shall pro- 
vide, as nearly as practicable, for equitable distribution of police authorized towing to all 
towers on the list of qualified towers. 

(b)  all towers qualifying as police authorized towers shall be detroit-based towers. 
for the purposes of this section the term “detroit-based” shall indicate the physical and 
economic relationship to detroit determined by the payment of: 1) City income taxes 
on the towers profits; and 2) City property taxes on the towers vehicle storage lot, yard, 
or garage. 

(c)  all towing services performed by police authorized towers under this chapter shall 
be rendered with tow trucks clearly marked with the tow company’s name, address, and 
telephone number. no private tow truck shall bear words which may be reasonably con- 
strued as indicating or suggesting that it is a City, Police department, or other police 
agency vehicle or police authorized tow vehicle. 
Sec. 55-2-83.  Towing fees. 

(a)  no person performing police authorized towing or storage service on such 
wrecked or vehicle shall charge fees in excess of the rates set by resolution of City 
Council. such towing fee may consist of a flat rate hook-up fee plus an additional 
charge for each mile a vehicle is towed beyond one mile. storage fees may be set on 
a per diem basis. the City Council may establish, by resolution, maximum fees for dolly 
tows, standard rates for police authorized towing to the City auto pound(s) in lieu of the 
normal rates, excess time spent at the scene of a tow, separate fees for accident and 
non-accident tows to the curb or nearest side street, “dry runs” when the tower appears 
at the request of the police but does not perform an otherwise compensable towing task 
through no fault of the tower, and other necessary services. 

(b)  towing rate charges authorized by City Council resolution shall become effective 
at the beginning of the next fiscal year or as near thereto as the City Council finds 
 practicable. 
Sec. 55-2-84.  One hook-up fee for successive tows. 

the towing rates resolution may provide that when a vehicle is transported by a tower 
or towers summoned by the police, only one hook-up fee may be charged, notwith- 
standing that the vehicle may have been successively transported by the tower(s) from 
the traveled portion of a street, highway, or freeway to a position at or on the curb or 
onto the nearest side street, and then to a destination requested by the owner or per- 
mitted by the police officer in charge. 
Sec. 55-2-85.  When authorized. 

(a)  no person shall perform any police authorized towing of any wrecked or disabled 
vehicle or any vehicle for safekeeping pursuant to section 252d of the Michigan Vehicle 
Code, being MCl 257.252d, which is incorporated by reference into article III of this 
chapter, without first having obtained written permission on forms approved by the 
Police depart ment, from the driver or owner of the vehicle or until the detroit police offi- 
cer investigating the wrecked or disabled vehicle, or vehicle subject to removal, shall 
have completed his or her investigation, and has given written permission for the tow- 
ing service. a copy of the completed permission form shall be given to the authorizing 
person. any person performing police authorized towing shall maintain a record of com- 
pleted permission forms of all such towing for a period of six months. Completed forms 
must show total fees charged for services rendered.
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(b)  the tower shall provide the vehicle owner or driver with a copy of the towing rate 
schedule approved by City Council. 
Sec. 55-2-86.  Requirements. 

(a)  during a police authorized tow, as defined in section 55-1-5 of this Code, the 
tower shall remove the vehicle from the traveled portion of the street, highway, or
 freeway: 

(1)  to a position at or on the curb or onto the nearest side street in order to remove 
the vehicle for the safety, health and welfare of the persons using the traveled portion 
of the City’s streets, highways, or freeways; or 

(2)  to destination requested by the owner or driver; or 
(3)  to the City auto pound or precinct station at the direction of the police officer in 

charge in accordance with article II, division 4 of this chapter, or police impoundment 
pursuant to section 252d of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.252d, which is 
incorporated by reference into article III of this chapter; or 

(4)  the private storage lot, yard or garage of the police authorized tower at the direc- 
tion of the police officer in charge in the case of a wrecked or disabled vehicle or any 
vehicle for the safekeeping pursuant to MCl 257.252d, provided, that the private stor- 
age lot, yard or garage shall be located within the boundaries of the City and, provided 
further, that the  driver or other person in charge of the vehicle is by reason of physical 
injury incapacitated to such an extent as to be unable to provide for its custody or 
removal or determine where the vehicle should be taken or is not otherwise immediately 
available to make such a decision. the towing and storage rates for such tow shall not 
exceed the rate established by resolution of the City Council after notice and hearing. 

(b)  a police authorized tow:
(1)  shall include the removal of all debris from the street, highway, or freeway; and 
(2)  shall be made by the shortest and best legal route. 
(c)  In the case of a vehicle to be towed to a tower’s private storage lot, yard or 

garage under subsection (a)(4) of this section, the tower shall prepare and sign an 
inventory of the contents and equipment of the vehicle on a multi-copy form approved 
by the Police department. the police officer in charge shall sign the completed form as 
witness to the inventory and the Police department shall retain the signed original. the 
form shall indicate the location where the vehicle owner may reclaim the vehicle. the 
tower shall retain one copy of the signed form and mail one copy to the vehicle owner 
or driver within 48 hours of the date the tow is performed. 
Sec. 55-2-87.  Payment. 

(a)  In the case of a vehicle towed to an owner- or a driver-requested destination or 
to a tower’s private storage lot, yard or garage under section 55-2-66(a)(2) or section 
55-2-66(a)(4) of this Code, the tower shall pursue payment for services rendered from 
the owner or driver of the vehicle and the City shall assume no responsibility for pay- 
ment or collection of the tow bill. 

(b)  the Police department shall make arrangements to pay a police authorized 
tower for each tow of a vehicle to the City auto pound(s) or precinct station under 
section 55-2-66(a)(3) of this Code, for tows of illegally parked vehicles and for services 
for which payment by the vehicle owner is exempted by this Code. the board of Police 
Commissioners may specify, with City Council approve and subject to subsection (a) of 
this section, other circumstances under which the Police department may arrange to 
pay the tow bill. Payment of a tow bill by the Police department shall not relieve the 
vehicle owner of his or her responsibility for payment and the owner shall reimburse the 
City for the amount of such bill except as a payment by the owner is exempted under 
section 55-2-69 of this Code. In accordance with section 2-111 of the Charter, the 
board of Police Commissioners shall establish a procedure by which this subsection 
shall be implemented and administered. 
Sec. 55-2-88.  Storage of vehicles generally. 

(a)  all wrecked or disabled vehicles removed from any freeway or from the scene of 
any accident in the City and which are being stored for the driver or owner must be 
reported by the tower to the Police department within 24 hours. the Police department 
shall maintain for a period of six months a record of all such vehicles. the list shall 
include a description of the vehicle, the registration plate number, and the place of stor- 
age. this information shall be given to the Police department at the time the storage is
reported.

(b)  any place where wrecked or disabled vehicles are stored shall post the name,
address, and telephone number of the operator of the business and the hours that the
business is open.
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Sec. 55-2-89.  Release of stored vehicle. 
Upon the presentation of proof of ownership and payment of permissible charges for 

towing and storage, no person shall refuse to release promptly and willingly any vehi- 
cle which is claimed by any owner or  his or her representative. 
Secs. 55-2-90 — 55-2-100.  Reserved. 

ARTIClE III.  MICHIGAN VEHIClE CODE AND MICHIGAN 
UNIfORM TRAffIC CODE 

Sec. 55-3-1.  Adoption of Michigan Vehicle Code. 
(a)  In accordance with section 3(k) of the Michigan home rule City act, being MCl 

117.3(k), the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.1 through 257.923, as subse- 
quently amended, is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference into this Code as if 
fully set out herein. 

(b)  the penalties provided by the Michigan Vehicle Code are adopted by reference, 
provided, that no ordinance violation under the Michigan Vehicle Code shall be punish- 
able by more than 93 days imprisonment except as provided for in section 55-3-2 of 
this Code. 

(c)  a complete copy of the code is available for public inspection in the office of the 
City Clerk. 
Sec. 55-3-2. Adoption of MCl 257.625(1)(c) — Operating with an alcohol content 

of .17 or more. 
(a)  In accordance with section 3(k) of the Michigan home rule City act, being MCl 

117.3(k), section 625(1)(c) of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.625(1)(c), as 
subsequently amended, is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference into this Code 
as if fully set out herein. 

(b)  subsection (a) of this section shall be punishable by one or more of the following:
(1)  Community service for not more than 360 hours. 
(2)  Imprisonment for not more than 180 days. 
(3)  a fine of not less than $200.00 or more than $700.00. 

Sec. 55-3-3.  Adoption of the Michigan Uniform Traffic Code for Cities, Townships 
and Villages. 
(a)  In accordance with section 1 of the Michigan Uniform traffic Code, MCl 

257.951, the Michigan Uniform traffic Code for Cities, townships and Villages, r 
28.1001 et seq., of the Michigan administrative Code, as subsequently amended, is 
hereby adopted and incorporated by reference into this Code as if fully set out herein. 

(b)  the penalties provided by the Michigan Uniform traffic Code for Cities, 
townships and Villages are adopted by reference, provided, that no ordinance violation 
shall be punishable by more than 93 days imprisonment. 

(c)  a complete copy of the code is available for public inspection in the office of the 
City Clerk. 
Secs. 55-3-4 — 55-3-20.  Reserved. 

ARTIClE IV.  lOCAl REGUlATIONS 
DIVISION 1.  GENERAlly 

Sec. 55-4-1.  Exercise of police power in enactment of local regulation. 
(a)  In accordance with section 606 of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 

257.606, the City exercises its police power in enacting the regulations that are con- 
tained in this article. 

(b)  In accordance with section 605 of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 
257.605, the City affirms that the provisions of this article do not conflict with the 
Michigan Vehicle Code or the Michigan Uniform traffic Code but are additional regula- 
tions tailored to the needs of the City. 
Secs. 55-4-2 — 55-4-10.  Reserved. 

DIVISION 2.  OPERATION Of BICyClES 
Sec. 55-4-11.  Operation of bicycles — Persons under twelve years of age. 

no person under the age of 12 years shall operate a bicycle upon any street, high- 
way or alley of the City, provided, that such person under twelve 12 years of age may 
operate a bicycle on the sidewalks of the city. 
Sec. 55-4-12.  Same — Persons twelve to seventeen years of age. 

any person over the age of 12 years and under the age of 17 years may operate a 
bicycle upon the streets, highways, and alleys of the City, provided, that such person 
has in his possession the written consent of the parent or guardian to do so. 
Sec. 55-4-13.  Same — Police to notify parents of violations. 

If there is any violation of section 55-4-21 or section 55-4-22 of this Code, the Police 
department shall notify the parent or guardian of the violation, giving the details of the
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violation, and shall recommend the confiscation of the bicycle by the parent or guardian 
for a period of not more than six months. 
Secs. 55-4-14 — 55-4-30.  Reserved. 

DIVISION 3.  STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARkING 
Sec. 55-4-31.  Compliance with signs. 

(a)  Where signs prohibiting stopping are installed, no operator shall stop, stand, or park 
a vehicle in such designated space, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other 
traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or a traffic-control device. 

(b)  Where signs prohibiting standing are installed, no operators shall stand or park a 
vehicle in any such designated place. 

(c)  Where signs prohibiting parking are installed, no operator shall park a vehicle in 
such designated place. 

(d)  Where zones and entrances are designated for standing or stopping of vehicles 
and the regulations are established by signs, then they shall be effective only during those 
periods when such buildings or property are operating. Where these zones or entrances 
are established on streets upon which the standing of vehicles is prohibited during desig- 
nated periods by one or more such general restriction signs installed in the same block, 
the privilege of using such zones or entrances is denied during these hours. 

(e)  notwithstanding the provisions of this or other sections of this chapter, commer- 
cial vehicles may park in loading zones and no parking zones under any of the follow- 
ing conditions:

(1)  for the length of time required, up to a maximum of one-half (1/2) hour for the 
expeditious loading or unloading, delivery, or pick-up of goods, wares, merchandise, or 
passengers at an address within the block where the vehicle is parked; 

(2)  for the performance of business or commercial service by a licensed contractor or 
service establishment at an address within the block where the vehicle is parked for the 
time needed to complete the service, provided, that, while parked, the vehicle shall promi- 
nently display a written notice of the location where the service is being performed; or 

(3)  to render authorized emergency service, or service by a government agency or
utility; 

(4)  for the use of a vehicle at a public works or construction site, while the work is 
in progress; or 

(5)  Where a vehicle is disabled pursuant to section 55-14-7 of this Code; or 
(6)  Where the vehicle is parked to avoid conflict with any law enforcement activity, or 

in compliance with traffic control device or direction from a police officer. 
Sec. 55-4-32.  Parking on public market grounds. 

no person shall park his or her vehicle on the public market grounds during market 
hours, except while he is transacting legitimate market business in such markets. 
Sec. 55-4-33.  Parking on footwalks, bridle paths, sidewalks, grass plots, dividing 

strips, or planted places or parks and boulevards prohibited. 
no person shall park, stand, or stop a vehicle on the footwalks, bridle paths, sidewalks, 

grass plots, dividing areas of divided highways of planted places of any park or boulevard, 
or park a vehicle adjacent to a dividing area within a street or boulevard, except in such 
areas as may be designated by official signs for the parking of automobiles. 
Sec. 55-4-34.  Parking at airport. 

no operator shall park, stand, or stop a vehicle on any portion of the premises of the 
airport of the City where official signs are installed prohibiting parking, standing or stop- 
ping, except when in compliance with the directions of any officer or traffic-control device. 
Sec. 55-4-35.  Parking on board of education property. 

no operator shall park, stand, or stop a vehicle on any portion of the premises of the 
board of education of the City where official signs are installed prohibiting parking, 
standing or stopping, except when in compliance with the regulations upon signs or 
when in compliance with the directions of an officer or traffic-control device. all drives 
on property of the board of education shall be defined, within the intent and for the pur- 
poses of this chapter, as highways, but shall not be open to public travel. 
Sec. 55-4-36.  Parking on private property. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to park any motor vehicle on any private property with- 
out the express or implied consent, authorization or ratification of the owner, holder, occu- 
pant, lessee, agent or trustee of such property. Complaint for the violation of this section 
shall be made by the owner, holder, occupant, lessee, agent or trustee of such property. 
Sec. 55-4-37.  Parking on Housing Commission property. 

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to park or place any motor vehicle on the 
streets, highways, service drives, parking spaces or in any other place upon any hous-
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ing projects or other property operated or under the control of the housing Commission 
of the City, unless such motor vehicle shall have been duly licensed by proper authori- 
ty for the current year. any vehicle parked in violation of the terms of this section may 
be impounded by the police, and the provisions of article II, division 4, of this chapter 
shall be applicable. 

(b)  after 30 days of such vehicle being so impounded, the vehicle shall be deemed 
to have been abandoned, and the provisions of sections 252a through 252m of the 
Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 254.252a through 254.252m, which are incorporat- 
ed by reference into article III of this chapter, shall be applicable. 
Sec. 55-4-38.  Parallel parking; driving vehicle forward into parking space so as 

to interfere with vehicle backing into such space. 
(a)  Unless otherwise ordered by signs, vehicles shall stop, stand or be parked par- 

allel to the curb, and shall be placed so that the right side of the vehicle shall be adja- 
cent to the curb, and neither right wheel shall be more than 12 inches from the curb, 
provided, that on one-way streets, the left side of the vehicle when parked at the left 
curb, shall be adjacent to the curb, and neither left wheel shall be more than 12 inches 
from the curb. 

(b)  It shall be unlawful for an operator of a vehicle to drive forward into a parking 
space so as to interfere with the progress of a vehicle attempting to back into such park- 
ing space. 
Sec. 55-4-39.  Parking of commercial vehicles and other specified vehicles and 

equipment on residential streets prohibited; taxicab exception; parking of com- 
mercial vehicles on commercial streets for one hour permitted; exceptions; 
temporary parking of motor homes, pickup campers, and coupled trailer 
coaches on residential street permitted. 
(a)  It shall be unlawful to park any commercial vehicle, bus, taxicab, trailer (coupled 

or not), pole trailer (coupled or not), semi-trailer (coupled or not), motor home, pickup 
camper, trailer coach (coupled or not), recreational equipment, or limousine on any res- 
idential street or service drive in the City at any time, including sundays and holidays, 
provided, that the owner or lessee of a taxicab may park not more than one operable 
taxicab on the residential street or service drive within the block of his or her one-fami- 
ly or two-family residence where the residence of such owner or lessee does not have 
a front yard driveway. 

(b)  It shall be unlawful to park any commercial vehicle, bus, taxicab, trailer (coupled 
or not), pole trailer (coupled or not), semi-trailer (coupled or not), motor home, pickup 
camper, trailer coach (coupled or not), recreational equipment, or limousine on any 
commercial street in the City where parking is allowed, for a period longer than one 
hour, including sundays and holidays. 

(c)  the prohibitions in this section shall not apply to the following:
(1)  the expeditious loading or unloading, delivery, or pick-up of goods, wares, mer- 

chandise, or passengers at an address within the block where the vehicle is parked; 
(2)  the performance of business or commercial service by a licensed contractor or 

service establishment at an address within the block where the vehicle is parked for the 
time needed to complete the service, provided, that, while parked, the vehicle shall 
prominently display a written notice of the location where the service is being per-
formed; 

(3)  the rendering of authorized emergency service, or service by a government 
agency or public utility; 

(4)  the use of a vehicle at a public works or construction site, while the work is in
progress; 

(5)  a vehicle that is disabled pursuant to section 55-2-67 of this Code; or 
(6)  a vehicle that is parked to avoid conflict with law enforcement activity, or in com- 

pliance with a traffic control device or direction from a police officer. 
this section shall not apply to private passenger vehicles that have commercial 

license plates, trailers no longer than eight feet in length that are coupled to a permit- 
ted vehicle, or pickup trucks or vans that have commercial license plates unless the 
pickup truck or van has been modified substantially to perform primarily a specific com- 
mercial or industrial task. substantial modification to pickup trucks and vans includes, 
but is not limited to, the addition of a cherry-picker, hoist, crane, or commercial rack 
designed for holding glass, but does not include the attachment of a snowplow or stan- 
dard commercial rack, or enclosures, caps, covers, or boxes attached over the exterior 
bed of the truck, that are used to hold or carry items including, but not limited to, lad- 
ders, work supplies, or tools.
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(d)  Motor homes, pickup campers, and coupled trailer coaches may be parked on 
any residential street, for up to 24 hours, only during the loading or unloading of such 
vehicle for the purpose of trip preparation or trip completion. 
Sec. 55-4-40.  Parking prohibited on certain streets between 3:00 a.m. and 7:00 

a.m. 
Upon the erection of signs sufficient to apprise the ordinarily observant person, it 

shall be unlawful to park a vehicle any day between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 7:00 
a.m. of the same day on those sections or segments of the public highways or streets 
within an area bounded by the detroit river, the lodge freeway (Us-10), the fisher 
freeway (I-75) and the Chrysler freeway (I-75), or on the following streets or avenues:

alger from brush to beaubien 
brush from holbrook to south limits of highland Park 
brush from holbrook to fisher freeway 
Cabacier from Jefferson West to fort 
Cass from fisher freeway to Grand boulevard West 
Chandler Park drive from dickerson to alter road 
Chandler Park drive from Whittier to Moross 
Charlevoix from Jos. Campau to east City limits 
Chicago West from nardin to spinoza 
Conant from Carpenter to dequindre 
Conner from Jefferson east to Mcnichols east 
davison from Mcnichols east to east limits to highland Park 
davison from Wyoming to west limits of highland Park 
dexter from Grand boulevard West to fenkell
dix from oakwood to dearborn
dix from Woodmere to west City limits 
edsel ford freeway service drives 
eight Mile road from five Points road to Kelly road 
fenkell from rosa Parks boulevard to telegraph 
forest from Wabash to st. antoine 
forest from russell to McClellan 
fort from sixth to south City limits 
fourteenth from fort to oakman boulevard 
Grand boulevard from West Jefferson to east Jefferson 
Grand river from fisher freeway to five Points road 
Grand river left turn cut-off at Chicago 
Gratiot from Chrysler freeway to eight Mile road east 
Gratiot left turn cut-off at Conner 
Gratiot left turn cut-off at Van dyke 
Greenfield from south City limits to eight Mile road West 
Greenlawn from davison to schoolcraft 
hamilton from Pallister to south limits of highland Park 
harper from Mt. eliott to Morang 
holbrook from brush to beaubien 
James Couzens service road from Wyoming to eight Mile road West 
Jefferson east from Chrysler freeway to east City limits 
Jefferson West from Civic Center drive to Cabacier 
Jefferson West from West Grand boulevard to west City limits 
John C. lodge freeway service drives 
John r from fisher freeway to south limits highland Park 
Jos. Campau from Jefferson east to Gratiot 
Joy road from livernois to west City limits 
Kelly from Morang to eight Mile road east 
King from brush to beaubien 
lafayette from sixth to fisher freeway 
lahser from outer drive to eight Mile road West 
larned from Mt. elliott to Chrysler freeway 
livernois from Jefferson West to eight Mile road West 
linwood from oakman to fenkell 
Mack from Wayburn to east City limits 
Merrill Plaisance from Woodward to Pontchartrain 
McClellan from forest to Warren 
Mcdougall from Jefferson east to Gratiot
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McGraw-Weir from Michigan to Wyoming 
Mcnichols from Gratiot to five Points road 
Michigan from sixth to Wyoming 
Miller from fort to dearborn 
Moross from Mack to seven Mile road east 
Mound from Caniff to eight Mile road east 
Mt. elliott from Jefferson east to Gratiot 
oakman from linwood to city limits of highland Park 
oakwood from fort to west City limits 
outer drive from south City limits to livernois 
outer drive from Conner to Mack 
outer drive from dequindre to Mcnichols 
outer drive from ecorse city limits to dumfries 
Plymouth from Grand river to west City limits 
Pontchartrain from Mcnichols West to seven Mile road West 
rosa Parks boulevard from fort West to fenkell 
schoolcraft from ewald Circle to telegraph 
second from fisher freeway to south limits of highland Park 
second from Mcnichols to Merrill Plaisance 
seven Mile road from five Points to Moross road 
schaefer from river rouge city limits to Mellon 
schaefer from tireman to schoolcraft 
southfield freeway service drives 
telegraph from Puritan to eight Mile road West 
temple from Woodward to John C. lodge freeway 
third from Grand river to south limits of highland Park 
third from Mcnichols West to Merrill Plaisance 
tireman from Grand boulevard West to Greenfield 
Van dyke from forest east to eight Mile road east 
Vernor from west City limits to fourteenth 
Vernor from Gratiot to east City limits 
Wabash from Warren to forest 
Warren from ann arbor trail to Greenfield 
Warren from west City limits to Mack 
Woodward from fisher freeway to south limits of highland Park 
Woodward from Mcnichols to eight Mile road 
Wyoming from tireman to eight Mile road 
Wyoming from PC railroad to 130 feet south of Michigan. 

Sec. 55-4-41.  Parking between lot line and curb. 
no person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle on that portion of the highway located 

between the property lot lines and curb, unless permitted by action of the department 
of Public Works, provided, that in residential districts where the distance between the 
curb and the sidewalk is greater than 20 feet and where a curb cut and driveway 
approach has been constructed, it shall be lawful to park one motor vehicle, other than 
a commercial vehicle, in such a driveway approach in a manner so as to be at right 
angles to the curb and so as not to extend over either the curb or sidewalk. such park- 
ing in a driveway approach shall be restricted to the owners or occupants of the prop- 
erty contiguous thereto or to persons having permission of such owners or occupants 
to so park. 
Sec. 55-4-42.  Parking to unload freight. 

When practicable, merchandise and freight shall be discharged and loaded from the 
side of the vehicle nearest the curb. When such handling is impracticable because of 
the size or weight of the packages, merchandise or freight, the vehicle may back to the 
curb, but the vehicle shall not stand at an angle which will obstruct the operation of other 
vehicles. 
Sec. 55-4-43.  Standing or parking in loading zones. 

except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the 
directions of a police officer or traffic-control device, no operator shall stop a vehicle for 
any purpose or length of time, other than for the expeditious loading or unloading of 
passengers, or stand a commercial vehicle for any purpose other than for the reason- 
able time to unload or load materials or merchandise in any loading zone, during the 
hours when the provisions applicable for loading zones are in effect. except as provid- 
ed in this section, no operator shall stand or park a vehicle in a loading zone.
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Sec. 55-4-44.  Parking in “pick-up  zones.” 
(a)  Motor vehicles may be parked in a “pick-up zone” for a period of time not to 

exceed 15 minutes, for the purpose of loading or unloading merchandise or materials 
of a heavy or bulky nature only in commercial establishments located adjacent to such 
pick-up zone. 

(b)  It shall be unlawful for motor vehicles to stand or park in such pick-up zones for 
any purpose except for loading or unloading. 

(c)  It shall be unlawful for motor vehicles permitted under this section to park in a 
pick-up zone for a period exceeding 15 minutes at any one time. 
Sec. 55-4-45.  Parking of horse-drawn vehicles. 

When a horse-drawn vehicle is backed to the curb, the operator shall turn the hors- 
es in the direction in which the traffic is proceeding with the horses’ heads at a right 
angle to the vehicle. 
Secs. 55-4-46 — 55-4-60.  Reserved. 

DIVISION 4.  PARkING METERS 
Sec. 55-4-61.  Off-street parking sites defined as highways. 

off-street parking sites, owned by the City wherein parking is regulated by meters, 
shall be deemed highways as defined in section 55-1-3 of this Code, but shall be open 
only as access roadways to the parking spaces provided. 
Sec. 55-4-62.  Authority of Department of Public Works to establish parking meter 

zones; limitation on use of parking meters. 
the department of Public Works is hereby authorized and directed to establish, from 

time to time, where, in its opinion, traffic conditions warrant the same, zones to be 
known as parking meter zones, upon such streets of the City as are selected by the 
department for the location of such zones, and shall cause parking meters to be 
installed and parking meter spaces to be designated as provided in this article. the City 
Council shall approve all parking meter locations where the time limit for parking is for 
more than two hours. such parking meters may be used only to aid the enforcement of 
the applicable regulations in this division. 
Sec. 55-4-63.  Signals to indicate legal parking time and expiration thereof; maxi- 

mum amounts of parking time for designated payment. 
(a)  each parking meter shall be installed and set to display, either automatically upon 

the deposit of a United states coin therein or by using a Visa or Mastercard credit or 
debit card, a signal indicating legal parking or standing for a period of time not exceed- 
ing the limit of parking time which has been or may be established for that area or zone 
of the street upon which such parking meter is installed, and shall continue to operate 
from the time of deposit of such payment therein until the expiration of the proportion of 
time as provided in the following schedule:

(1)  five-cent coin, three minutes of time, not to exceed meter time limit; 
(2)  ten-cent coin, six minutes of time, not to exceed meter time limit; 
(3)  twenty-five cent coin, fifteen minuts of time, not to exceed meter time limit; 
(4)  debit or credit card, maximum time only, at single space meters that accept cred- 

it cards; and 
(5)  debit or credit card, minimum $1.00, not to exceed meter time limit at parking pay 

station. 
(b)  each meter shall be designed and constructed so that, upon the expiration of 

such legal parking time, the meter indicates, by a mechanical operation and the display 
of proper signal, that the lawful parking period has expired. 
Sec. 55-4-64.  Making payment in meters; use of unexpired time on meters. 

When any vehicle is parked or standing in any space alongside of, or next to which, 
a parking meter is located, in accordance with the provisions of this division, the oper- 
ator of such vehicle, upon entering the parking space, shall immediately make payment, 
as provided in section 55-4-63 of this Code, in such parking meter, and shall place such 
meter in operation either automatically or by turning a mechanical device designated to 
place such meter in operation. the parking space then may be lawfully occupied by 
such vehicle during the period of parking or standing time which has been prescribed 
for the part of the street on which such parking space is located. If such vehicle shall 
remain parked or shall remain standing in any such parking space beyond the parking 
or standing time limit fixed for each parking space, the parking meter shall display a sign 
or signal showing illegal parking or standing and, in such event, the vehicle shall be con- 
sidered as parked overtime and beyond the period of legal parking or standing time, the 
parking or standing of the vehicle where any such meter is located shall be a violation 
of this division. any person placing a vehicle in a parking meter space, which meter indi-
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cates that unused time has been left thereon by the previous occupant of the space, 
shall not be required to make payment for the use of such unused time, provided, that 
after the expiration of such unused time, it shall be unlawful to permit this same vehicle 
to occupy such space until the lapse of one legal period of time which has been pre- 
scribed for the space. 
Sec. 55-4-65.  Parking beyond legal time; overtime parking. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to cause, allow, or permit any vehicle to stand or 
to be parked overtime beyond the period of legal parking or standing time established 
for any parking meter zone. 
Sec. 55-4-66.  Deposit of slugs, device, or substitute in meters. 

It shall be unlawful to deposit, or cause to be deposited, in any parking meter any 
slug, device or substitute for any United states coin. 
Sec. 55-4-67.  Damage to or tampering with meters. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to deface, damage, tamper with or open, or wilful- 
ly break, destroy or impair, the usefulness of any parking meter installed under the pro- 
visions of this Code. 
Sec. 55-4-68.  Disposition of funds from meters. 

the payments required to be made in parking meters, as provided in this division, are 
hereby levied and assessed to provide for the proper regulation and control of traffic 
upon the streets. the payments made in such meters shall be collected by the duly 
authorized agents of the City treasurer and shall be deposited by the City treasurer in
a special fund to be known as “parking meter fund” from which fund, upon vouchers 
approved by the finance director, payment shall be made to cover the cost of pur- 
chasing, acquiring and installing parking meters, the cost of supervision, inspection ser- 
vice, maintenance and supply of parts, and the cost of collection and the enforcement 
of this article. any balance remaining after use of the funds as provided in this section 
shall be used, upon due appropriation by the City Council, for the acquisition and instal- 
lation of other traffic-control devices and for the acquisition, construction, and operation 
of off-street parking facilities. 
Secs. 55-4-68 — 55-4-80.  Reserved. 

DIVISION 5. SIzE, WEIGHT 
AND lOAD Of VEHIClES 
Subdivision A. Generally 

Sec. 55-4-81.  Prohibition and restriction of trucks operating, where posted, on 
highways and streets in the City. 
Upon the erection of proper signs sufficient to apprise the ordinarily observant person, it 

shall be unlawful to operate, permit or cause to be operated, upon any of the highways or 
streets in the City, any truck, provided that, in accordance with the posted signs, any such 
truck may be operated upon such highways or streets in the City for the shortest possible 
distance when necessary to serve any property located within or upon such highways or 
streets or contiguous thereto or when necessary to cross such highways or streets. 
Sec. 55-4-82.  Special permit required for operation of oversize or overweight 

vehicles on any highways or streets in the City.
(a) at its discretion the Police depart ment may issue, upon application in writing and 

good cause being shown, a special permit, which authorizes the applicant to operate 
upon, or remove from a highway or street in the City a vehicle or combination of vehi- 
cles that are:

(1) of a size, weight, or load exceeding the maximum specified in this article accord- 
ing to the following classifications:

(a)  Class “a”: not over 15 tons gross, single axle weight, but over 65 feet overall in 
length, or over 96 overall in width or over 13 feet 6 inches overall in height, or project- 
ing over three feet in front or over four feet in rear. before a special permit shall be 
issued, the applicant shall obtain and deliver to the buildings, safety engineering and 
environmental department a surety bond in the sum of $1,500.00, which is approved 
by the Corporation Counsel, in order to indemnify or reimburse the City of detroit for 
damage that arises out of the use of City highways or streets; or

(b) Class “b”: over 15 tons gross, single axle weight, over 80 feet overall in length, or 
over 12 feet overall in width or over 15 feet overall in height, or projecting over five feet in 
front or over 20 feet in rear. before a special permit shall be issued, the applicant shall 
obtain and deliver to the buildings, safety engineering and environmental department a 
surety bond in the sum of $1,500.00, which is approved by the Corporation Counsel, in 
order to indemnify or reimburse the City of detroit for damage that arises out of the use 
of City highways or streets. a vehicle, which carries Class “b” loads; 
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(1) Is subject to an annual inspection by the department of Public Works to demon- 
strate the vehicle’s ability to carry such loads. In accordance with section 9-507 of the 
Carter, the director of the department of Public Works shall establish an inspection fee, 
which shall be approved by City Council through adoption of a resolution; and

(2) shall travel at the time of day and over the specified street route designated in the 
permit and be accompanied by an inspector from the department of Public Works;

(2) otherwise not in conformity with the provisions of this article.
(b) the application for special permit shall be on a form provided by the City of detroit 

Police department and specifically describe the vehicle or vehicles and load to be oper- 
ated or moved and the particular route over which the subject vehicle or vehicles will 
travel.

(c) the Police department may also issue such special permits upon payment of a 
fee that authorizes the operation of the following:

(1) traction engines or tractors having movable track with transverse corrugations 
upon the periphery of those movable tracks on farm tractors;

(2) other farm machinery otherwise prohibited under this article; or
(3) a vehicle of a size or weight otherwise prohibited under this article that is hauling 

farm machinery to or from a farm.
(d) any permit issued under this section shall specify the trip or trips and date or 

dates, including the time of day or night traveled, for which it is to be valid, and, when 
necessary, the Police department may restrict or proscribe conditions of operation of 
such vehicle or vehicles to protect public safety or to ensure against undue damage to 
the road foundations, surfaces, structure or installations and require a reasonable 
inspection fee and such other security as may be deemed necessary to compensate for 
any damages caused by such movement. a special permit may be issued on an annu- 
al basis.

(e) except as otherwise provided in this section, the fee for a single trip shall be 
$50.00 and for multiple trips or on an annual basis, shall be $100.00.

(f) a special permit for any vehicle or combination of vehicles of a size exceeding the 
maximum specified in this article, but not exceeding the normal loading maximum spec- 
ified in this article, or are otherwise not in conformity with this article shall be $15.00 for
a single trip and $30.00 for multiple trips or on an annual basis.

(g) after issuance, every special permit shall be carried in the respective vehicle, or 
combination of vehicles, and shall be available for inspection by any police officer or 
authorized agent.

(h) any special permit to move a mobile home under this section and a person who 
is issued a special permit to move a mobile home under this section are subject to 
section 719a of the Michigan Vehicle Code, being MCl 257.719a, which is incorporat- 
ed by reference into article III of this Chapter. 
Sec. 55-4-83 — 55-4-90. RESERVED. 

Subdivision B. 
Weights, loads and Wheel Pressures 

Sec. 55-4-91. City license or other permit required; exception; violation; penalty.
(a) except as provided in subsections (c), (d) and (e) of this section, the owner or 

operator of every vehicle regulated by this division, which has a gross weight, including 
the weight of the vehicle and of the load to be carried, of eight thousand (8,000) pounds 
or more, shall obtain an annual City permit by written application to the buildings, safety 
engineering and environmental department business license Center. the applicant 
shall provide the following information on the City’s application form:

(1) owner’s name and address;
(2) Vehicle manufacturer;
(3) state license number;
(4) type of business;
(5) rated capacity of the vehicle in tons;
(6) Vehicle weight without freight;
(7) number of wheels;
(8) number of tires; and
(9) Width of all tires.
(b) every vehicle required to be licensed under this section shall have attached in some 

conspicuous place, a license decal embossed with “City of detroit license no.
____________, 20 ____________,” and, as specified by this division, containing the
name and address of the company, and the actual weight of the vehicle including the
equipment and the weight of the load capacity.
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(c) any vehicle engaged in interstate operation, or registered with or for which a fee is 
paid to the Michigan Public service Commission, shall not be required to obtain the 
license specified in this section.

(d) any vehicle used in an intercity operation shall not be required to obtain a license 
specified in this section if the municipality where it is registered requires such vehicle to 
obtain a license or permit and pay a fee similar to that specified in this section.

(e) any vehicle paying a license or registration fee under section 30-1-18 of this Code 
shall not be required to pay the fee specified in this section or any fee be payable for any 
trailer or semi-trailer.

(f) an application fee shall be charged for the processing and Issuance of a license 
under this division. In accordance with section 9-507 of the Charter, a fee schedule for the 
license shall be established by the buildings, safety engineering and environmental 
department based on the cost of issuance, enforcement, and administration of the licens- 
ing regulations and approved by the City Council. the fee schedule shall be posted at the 
department’s business license Center.

(g) each licensee shall pay an annual application fee for each license renewal, upon 
the expiration date of the current license.

(h) Upon payment of the application fee and approval of the license application by the 
department, an annual license shall be issued.

(i) licenses issued under this section shall expire on annual basis and, upon applica- 
tion, be renewed by the buildings, safety engineering and environmental department.

(j)  person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
Sec. 55-4-92. Prohibition on vehicles carrying hazardous material on certain high- 

ways and streets in the City; special civil penalty.
(a) any vehicle used for the hauling or distribution of hazardous material, as defined in 

section 55-1-3 of this Code, upon the John C. lodge freeway shall be prohibited between 
West larned and Griswold streets, which includes the portion of said freeway going under 
Cobo Center, and between Wyoming and West eight Mile road being the portion of said 
freeway with continuous high vertical walls, but not including service  drives.

(b) any truck pulling a trailer, a truck tractor pulling a semi-trailer and trailer combi- 
nation, or a truck tractor pulling two semi-trailers, which is full, is prohibited from trans- 
porting hazardous material as defined in section 55-1-3 of this Code, using the John C. 
lodge freeway to travel south of the howard street exit.

(c) any truck pulling a trailer, a truck tractor pulling a semi-trailer and trailer combina- 
tion, or a truck tractor pulling two (2) semi-trailers, which is full, transporting hazardous 
material, as defined in section 55-1-3 of this Code, south of forest avenue, shall be lim- 
ited to a routing via east and West Vernor highway.

(d) all deliveries of Class I liquids shall be prohibited south of forest avenue from 
any truck pulling a trailer, a truck tractor pulling a semi-trailer and trailer combination, or 
a truck tractor pulling two semi-trailers, which are full and all deliveries of Class II and 
III-a liquids from such vehicles may be made in that area only when special permission 
has been granted by the fire Marshall.

(e) any driver or owner of a vehicle who violates this section is responsible for a civil 
infraction punishable by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00). 
Sec. 55-4-94 — 55-4-100. Reserved. 
DIVISION 6.  IDlING PROHIBITION fOR COMMERCIAl VEHIClES EXCEEDING 

GROSS VEHIClE WEIGHT RATING Of 8,500 POUNDS 
Sec. 55-4-101. Applicability. 

this division shall apply to all on-road, commercial vehicles that are propelled by 
diesel fueled and non-diesel fueled engines, which exceed a gross vehicle weight rat- 
ing of 8,500 pounds. 
Sec. 55-4-102.  Prohibition.

a person who, or municipality or corporate entity which, owns, operates, or leases 
a commercial vehicle, including a bus or truck, which exceeds a gross vehicle weight rat- 
ing of 8,500 pounds, the motive power for which is provided by a diesel or 
non-diesel fueled engine, or owns, leases, or occupies land and has the actual or appar- 
ent dominion or control over the operation of a commercial vehicle, including a bus or 
truck present on such land, the motive power for which the commercial vehicle is provid- 
ed by a diesel or non-diesel fueled engine, shall not allow or permit the idling, as defined 
in section 55-1-3 of this Code, of said vehicle’s engine for more than five consecutive min- 
utes per 60-minute period, except as permitted by section 55-4-103 of this Code. 
Sec. 55-4-103.  Exceptions. 

the prohibition in section 55-4-102 of this Code shall not apply where:
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(1)  a diesel or non-diesel-fueled commercial vehicle, including a bus or truck, is 
forced to remain motionless because of the traffic conditions on a public road over 
which the operator has no control; 

(2)  regulations adopted by federal or state agencies that have superseding jurisdic- 
tion require the maintenance of a specific temperature for passenger comfort, provided, 
that the idling time specified in section 55-4-102 of this Code may be increased, but 
only to the extent necessary to comply with such regulations; 

(3)  the idling of a diesel or non-diesel fueled primary propulsion engine is neces- 
sary to power work-related mechanical or electrical operations other than propulsion, for 
example, mixing or processing cargo or straight truck refrigeration, or to perform main- 
tenance, provided, that this exemption does not apply when idling for cabin comfort or 
to operate non-essential on-board equipment; 

(4)  fire, police, and public utility trucks or other vehicles that are performing emer- 
gency services; 

(5)  trucks owned or operated by persons engaged in mining and quarrying are used 
within the confines of such person’s property; 

(6)  a diesel-fueled truck is to remain motionless for a period exceeding two hours 
and, during which period, the ambient temperature is continuously below 25 degrees 
fahrenheit or  –3.8 Celsius; 

(7)  a commercial vehicle, as defined in section 55-1-1 of this Code, that is queued 
for or is undergoing a state authorized periodic or roadside emissions inspection; 

(8)  a hybrid electric vehicle, as defined in section 55-1-3 of this Code, idling for the pur- 
pose of providing energy for battery power or recharging another form of energy storage; 

(9)  Commercial vehicles used for agricultural purposes on a farm; or 
(10)  electric, hydrogen, or natural gas powered vehicles. 

Sec. 55-4-104.  Violations, penalties, and costs. 
(a)  the operator and/or registered owner of a vehicle who is violating section 55-4- 

102 of this Code shall be issued a notice or civil infractions as follows:
(1)  first violation: a written warning notice issued to the operator and/or to the reg- 

istered owner. 
(2)  second and subsequent violation: a civil infraction in the amount of $150.00 

issued to the operator and/or a civil infraction in the amount of ($500.00) issued to the 
registered owner. 

(3)  Potential number of violations:
(a)  In one 60-minute period, up to three (3) civil infractions may be issued; 
(b)  In the second continuous 60-minute period, up to four (4) civil infractions may be 

issued; and 
(c)  In any subsequent continuous 60-minute period, up to nine (9) civil infractions 

may be issued. 
(d)  a person who is found to be responsible for a civil infraction that is used under 

this division shall be assessed costs in accordance with section 55-1-81 of this Code. 
Sec. 55-4-105 — 55-4-120. Reserved. 

DIVISION 7.  MISCEllANEOUS REGUlATIONS 
Sec. 55-4-121.  Speed restrictions in alleys. 

no operator shall drive through any alley at a speed exceeding 15 miles per hour. 
Sec. 55-4-122.  Driving with persons or animals in lap prohibited; driver not to be 

seated on lap of any person. 
no operator of a vehicle shall have in his lap any other persons, adult or minor or ani- 

mal, or be seated in the lap of any person, while the vehicle is in motion. 
Sec. 55-4-123.  One-arm driving prohibited. 

no operator of a vehicle shall have either arm around another person or shall anoth- 
er person have either arm around the operator while the vehicle is in motion. 
Sec. 55-4-124.  Driver to be seated behind wheel; maximum number of persons in 

front seat. 
no operator shall drive a motor vehicle other than from the position in the front seat 

directly behind the steering wheel, or drive a motor vehicle with more than two other 
persons in the front seat with him. 
Sec. 55-4-125.  Passengers to ride inside vehicles. 

(a)  no person shall ride in or operate any motor vehicle unless all portions of such 
person’s body are entirely within that portion of the vehicle designed for the carrying of 
passengers or merchandise or as otherwise permitted by this chapter, provided, that 
this subsection does not apply to any person whose employment makes it necessary to 
ride otherwise.

33

43921 ord 09_14_43921 ord 09_14  10/30/14  12:52 PM  Page 33



(b)  It shall be unlawful for the operator of a motor vehicle to allow any person to ride 
in such motor vehicle unless all portions of such person’s body are entirely within that 
portion of the vehicle designed for the carrying of passengers or merchandise, provid- 
ed, that this subsection does not apply to the operator of a motor vehicle whose busi- 
ness makes it necessary for a person to ride otherwise. 
Sec. 55-4-126.  Climbing on moving vehicles. 

no person shall climb onto or hitch on any moving vehicle, with or without the oper- 
ator’s consent, and no operator shall knowingly permit such action. 
Sec. 55-4-127.  Driving automobiles, bicycles, or motorcycles on parkways, lawns, 

grass plots, bridle paths, or pedestrian trails, of parks and parkways; exception. 
no person shall drive any bicycle, motorcycle or automobile over any parkway, lawn, 

grass plot, bridle path or pedestrian trails in any park or parkway, except at such places 
where vehicular roadways are established. 
Sec. 55-4-128.  Operation of snow mobiles prohibited in public places. 

It shall be a misdemeanor to operate a snowmobile on any street, sidewalk, public 
park, playground, golf course or parkway. 
Sec. 55-4-129.  Vendors’ vehicles to be moved at request of police. 

Vendors’ vehicles, when standing at the curb where parking is allowed, shall move 
therefrom at the request of a police officer. 
Sec. 55-4-130.  Operation of sound cars prohibited in certain areas. 

Vehicles operated solely or principally for the purpose of advertising are hereby pro- 
hibited from entering the loop district and from operating for more than one block upon 
any stop street; provided, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to so-called 
sound cars when operating without sound and without advertising matter thereon. 
Sec. 55-4-131.  Towing of disabled vehicles on freeways during rush hours 

 prohibited. 
no disabled motor vehicle shall be towed on any freeway between the hours of 6:00 

a.m. and 9:00 a.m. or between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., provided, that any 
vehicle disabled on a freeway during such hours may be towed to the nearest exit ramp 
and thence to the surface streets. 
Sec. 55-4-132.  Solicitation of towing services prohibited at the scene of acci- 

dents and emergencies. 
Unless requested to the scene either by a police agency or by person(s) involved in 

an accident or emergency, it shall be unlawful for any person(s) owning and/or operat- 
ing a truck or other vehicle as a towing or wrecking service to solicit such business at 
the scene of an accident or emergency on any surface street in the City, or on any free- 
way in the City, or on any ramp connecting such freeway to the surface streets in the 
City during the rendering of police, fire or emergency medical services at the scene of 
an accident or emergency until after such police, fire or emergency medical services 
personnel determine that their official business is completed. this section is intended to 
prohibit wrecking or towing owners and/or operators from soliciting business at the 
scene of accidents or emergencies and shall not be construed to prohibit wrecking or 
towing owners or operators from contracting with any person, firm, or corporation, pro- 
vided, that said owners or operators and their agents or employees do not solicit tow- 
ing or wrecking contracts at the scene of accidents or emergencies. 
Secs. 55-4-133 — 55-4-150.  Reserved. 

Section 2.  all ordinances, or parts of ordinances, which conflict with this ordinance 
are repealed. 

Section 3.  this ordinance is declared necessary for the preservation of the public 
peace, health, safety, and welfare of the People of the City of detroit. 

Section 4.  Where this ordinance is passed by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of City 
Council Members serving, it shall be given immediate effect and shall become effective 
upon publication in accordance with section 4-118(1) of the 2012 detroit City Charter. 
Where this ordinance is passed by less than two-thirds (2/3) majority of City Council 
Members serving, it shall become effective thirty (30) days after publication in accor- 
dance with section 4-118(2) of the 2012 detroit City Charter.
(J.C.C. p.     ): May 6, 2014 
Passed: May 19, 2014 
approved: June 2, 2014 
Published: July 1, 2014 
effective:  July 1, 2014 

JanICe M. WInfrey 
City Clerk
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