
AN ORDl.NANCE BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCILFORTHE CITY OF MOULTRIE 
. RELATING TO ENVIRONMENT; TO PROVIDE FOR NOISE REGULATIONS; TO PROVIDE 

PROCEDURES; TO PROVIDE FOR ENFORCEMENT; TC) PROVIDE FOR~VIOLATIQNS; TO. 
PROVIDE PENAL TIES; TO PROVIDE FO~ SEVERABILITY; TO<PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE; TO REPEAL .ALL .ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN .CONFLICT 
HEREWITH; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. . ... . .... . .. ··. . . 

BE ff ORDAINED by the Mayor and cbuncil of the City of Mo'ultrie, Georgia, and it is 

hereby ordained by authority ~fsame that: . 

Section 1   .. Chapter 36 bf the Moultrie. Code of Ordinances is hereby amended .by .adding 

a new Artiele to benumbered Article.VI, whi~h shall.include the followingl~nguage: 

ARTICLEVI. ·NOISE REGULATION · 

"Sec. 46·120. ~Purpose and standards . 
. ' ' ''•,,, ' ' . . ; . 

(a)Purpose. This section is enacted to protect, preserve and promote the health, safety 

and welfare of the citizens of the. City of Moultrie thrbugh the control of noise. It is the 

intent of this section to establish• standardsth~t will reduce excessive community 

noises, which are .. harmful, disruptive, distracting,. and otherwise detrimental to 

individuals and to the 9ommunity in.the enjoyment of iife and property and in the 

conduct of business. 

(b) Sound measurement standards for lavl enfordement and code enfbrcement personnel. 
. - ' " - ' ·'.--' .,' ' 

Forthe purposes of this article, :'plainly audible" shall mean any sound emanating from 

the specific sound~prod~cing $()urces sefforth below which can be heard from .the 
' . 

. distances set forth below, using the. following .sound .. measurement standards: 

M.easurement shall be l:>Y the auditory se,nse.s ofa person standing at a distance no 
,. ' . ' . " . 

less than the required minimum clistance from the source of the sound. For music and 
. . ' ' ' 

other noise, words and phrases.heed not be.dfscernable arid.bass reverberations are 

· included." 

"Sec, 46-121. ·Prohibited conduct. 

(a)· Restrictions of 30dfeet for.?:Oo a.m; through 11:00 p.m. Sundqy through Thursday 
'·  ·. ' ' . ', '. . 

.and 7:00 a.m. throu~h 12:00 midnight on Friday and Saturday; . 

(1) Sound and .noise making devi.ces. If is unlawful for any person.orpersons to play, 

use, operate, or permit to be played, used, .or operated any devic~ capable of . . 

producing, repropLicing, or 1:1mplifyjrig any sound and/or noise at such a volume · 
. . . - . 

and .in such a manner so as focreate, or cause to be created, any noises or sounds 

which are plainly audible more than 300 feet peyonclthe property boundary of the 

property from which the noises and/or sounds emanate between the hours of 7:00 

a.m. and11:00 p:m. Sunday through Thursday and b-etween the hours of 7:00 a.m; 

and12:00 midnight on Friday and Saturday. 
. . 

(2) Human-produced sounds. It is unlawtul for ;;my person or persons. to yell, shout, ·· 

hoot, holier, whistle or sing ~n the p~plic streets, sidewalks or on private property 

so as to create, or cause to be created, any noises or sounds which are plainly 

audible more than .300 feet beyohd thei property boundary of the property from 

which the' noises and/or sounds emanate between the hours of 7:00 a.m .. and 
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11 :00 p.m. on Sur;iday through Thursday and between the hours of7:00 a.m. and 

12:00 midr;iight on Friday a~d Saturday: 

(3) Commercial advertising. 'It is uniawtul for any personcir persons to use, operate, 

or permit to be used or operated any.radio receiving, device, musical instrument, 

phonograph, loud speaker, sound amplifier or other machine or device for the 

production or reproduction ofsound which. is cast upon the public streets or other 

public property for the purpose of commercial advertising or which serves to at.tract 
< .·,  ' .: ' 

the. attention of the public to any building, structu.re or vehicle in such a manner so 

as to create, or cause fo be created, any noises or.sounds which. are plainly audible 

at a distance of 300 feet or more fr~m the squrce of the sound cast upon the public 

str~ets or other public property, or more than 300 feet beyond the property 

boundary of the property from which the noises and/or sounds emanate between 
. . 

the.hours of7:00 a.m. and 11 :00 p.m. on Sunday through Thursday and between 

the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 12 midnight on Friday and Saturday. 
. . 

(4) Party noise. It is unlawful for any person o.r persons in charge cif a party, gathering, 

or other . social event that .. occurs on any private· property to .allow that party; 

gathering, or social event, including any individual iri attendance, to produce noise 

in such a manner that such noise is plainly audi.ble at a distance of300 feet or 

more from the property boundary ori which the party or social event is located, 

between the hours of 7:00 a.in. and 11:00 p.m. on Sunday through Thursday ard 

between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 midnight cmFridayand Saturday. For 

the purposes of this subsection, a "person in charge of a party or other' social 

event" shall mean any person who resides in or on. tne premises involved in such 

party or social event and is present at such party or social event. For the purposes 

of this· subsection, "noise" shall. mean the· same sounds, or any combination 

thereof, as described in paragraphs (1) pr (2) abo.ve. 

(b) Restrictions of 100 feet for 11 :00 p.m. tflrough?a.m. Sunday through Thursday and 

12:00 midnight through 7:00 a.m. on Satwrday and Sunday.· 

(1) Sound and noise making devices. It is· unlawful for any person or persons to play, 
. . 

use,· operate, or permit to be played, used, or operated any device capable of 

producing, reproducing, or amplifying any sound and/or noise at such a volume 

and in such a manner so as to create; or cause to be created, any noises or sounds 

which are plainly audible more than 100 feet beyond the property boundary of the 

propertyfrom which the noises and/or sounds emanate between the hours of11 :00 

p.ni. and 7:00 a.m. on Sunday through Thursday and between the hours of 12:00 

midnight and 7:00a.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 

(2) Human-produced so~nd. It is unlawful forariy person or persons to yell, shout, 

hoot, holler, whistle or sing on the public streE)ts or side.walks or ori private property 
. . 

so as fo create, or cause to be created, any noises or sounds which. are plainly 

audible more than 100 feet beyond the property boundary of the property from 

which the noises ahd/or sounds emanate between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 

7:0q a.m. on Sunday through Thursday ~nd between·the hours of 12;00 midnight 

and 7:00 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 
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. . . 

(3) Commercial advertising. It is Unlawful for any persori pr persons to use, operate, 

or permit to be used or operated any radio receiving device, musical instrument, 

phonograph, loud speaker, soUndamplifier or other machine or devic;e for}he 

production orreproduction of sound which is cast upon the public streets or other 

public property forthe purpose ofcC>nimerclaladvertising or whichserves to attract 

the attention of the public to any building, structure or vehicle in such a manner so 

as to create, or cause to be created, any noises or sounds which are plainly audible 

at a distance of 100 feet or more from the source of the sound cast upon the public 

streets or other public propeirty, ~r more than 100 feet beyond th~ property 

boundary of the property from which the noises and/or sounds emanate, between 

the hours ofl1 :00 p.m. ancf?:OO a.m: on Sunday through Thursday and between 

the hours of 12:00 midnight and .7:00 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 

(4) Party noise, lt is unlawful for any person or persons ih charge of a party, gathering, 
' ' . ' 

or other· social ·event .  that occurs on any private property to· allow . that party, 

gathering, or other social event, including any individual in attendance, foproduce 

noise in such· a manner so as to such noise is. plainly audible at a distance of 100 

feet or mor~ from the property boundary on which the party or social event is 

located between the hours of 11 :00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on Sunday through 

Thursday and betweenthe hours of 12:00 mid nigh~ and 7:00 a.m. on Saturday and 

Su11day. Forthe purposes ofthis subsection, a "person in charge of a party or other 

social event" shall mean any person who resides in or on the premises involved in 

such party or social event and is present at such party or social event For the 

purposes of this subsection,· ''noi~e" shall mean the same sounds, or any 

combination thereof, asdescribed in paragraphs (1) or (2) above." 

"Sec. 46-122 ~ Exceptions. 

The prohibitions ofsection 46-121 shall not apply to the following: 

(a) Noises and/or sounds. caused .to be made by manufacturing, governmental, or 

commercial entities in the normal course of their business; 

(b) Noi.ses or sounds made by domestic animals, which noises or/sounds are 

controlled by Chapter 14 [Animal Control]; 

(c) Noises or sounds made by law enforcement and .other public safety officials 

performing their public functions; 

(d) Organized school and College sporting events or practice, including marching 

bands; 

(e) Consumer fireworks; as .defined in o.c:B.A. § 25-10-1 (a)(1), on January 1, the last 

Saturday and sun day i.n May, July 3, J\JIY 4, the first Monday in September, and 

December 31 of each year after the time of 10:00 A.M: and up to and including the 

time of 11:59 P.M.; and on January 1 of each year beginning at the time of 12:00 

Midnight and \JP to and including the ending time of 1:00 AM." 

''Sec. 46-123. - Time restri~tions on use of landscape maintenance mC>torized devices .. 

It is unlawful for anyperson to use or operate any noise-generating, motorized landscape 
. - ' . 

maintenance devices, induding, but not limited to, leaf blowers, lawn mowers; weed trimmers, 
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trimmers, hedge clippers, chains13ws, or similar device, within any residential zoning district or in 

areas withiri 300 feet of any residential zoning district from 8:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. Monday through 

. Friday or 10:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. on the weekends. The tim.e restrictions contained herein shall 

not apply to the city of Moultrie in the conduct of its governmental functions." 

"Sec. 46-124. • Motor vehicles sound volumes . 

. Personal or co.mmercial vehicular music amplific:;ation or reproduction equipment including, 

shall not be operated :in such a manner as to be plainly audib.le at a distance of 50 feetin any 

direction from the vehicle~" 

''Sec. 46-125. - Sound volumes p~blic rights"of~Way~ 

Boom boxes,·o.r any similaF device,·shall not be operated in ·a public place or public right-of- . 

way in sucHa manner as to be plainly audible at a distance.of 50feetin any direction from device." 

"Sec. 46-126. • Construction noise. · 

· (a) Between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.hi. Monday through Friday and 10:00 
. . . ,' 

p.m. to 8:00 a.m. on the weekends, construction noise of any type, including, but 

not limited to, noise caused by the erection (including excavation), demolition, 

alteration, or repair of any building, as well as the operation of any earth-moving 

equipment, cfane, saw, drill; pile driyer; steam shovel, pneumatic hammer, hOist, 

automatic nailer or stapler;.or any similar equipment, shall not be plainly audible 

within any residential zonin~ district more than ·100 feet beyond the property 

boundary of the property from which the noise emanates. 

(t:)) A variance from. the above~referenced. hours of operation for construction noise 

maybe requested, in writing, at least 48 hoursprior to the proposed construction 

operation, for cohsiderati0nby the CITY MANAGER. Such a requestshall state: 

(1)The reasons that support a. claim of urgent need based on specific loss. or 

inconvenience for such a variation from the allowable wor.k hours; 

(2) The impactthat the denial of.this request would have on the applicant's project 

and the surrounding properties; 

(3) The steps which. have been taken by the applicant to commuhicate those 

needs and impacts to owneri of. surroundihg and nearby properties; 

(4) The steps that have or Will be taken to limit the impact of the proposed activity 

upon surrounding and nearby properties; and 

·. (5) The possible risks to public health and safety. 

(6) If the CITY MANAGERfinds that the application adequately demonstrates the . . .. . . . .. . ·   ... ·. . .. ·. ·.. . . . ·. . ... I 
urgeritneed for a variance from the above allowable work hours, adequately 

,,::· , -· .···:  - - . ·. .- , I 

provides' for mitigation of the impcict upon surrounding and nearby properties) . . . . .· .... ·· ·•. ·.·  .·.  . . . . . .· ... ·· .· .) 
and poses no additional risk to public health and safety,Jhen permission sh.all 

be granted for a variance to alter the allowable work hours during one ten~day 

period .. 
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(c) The prohibitions of t(lis section shall not apply to government road, water, sewer, 

storm water constructiqn or maintenance projects or to utility company construction 

or maintenance projects." 

"Sec. 46-127. ·Commercial entities located in commercial downtown or near single-family 

residential zoning districts . . 

(a) Notwithstanding any provisions of this article concerning noises and/or sounds 

.caused to be niade .by commercial entities in the normal course of their business, 

the provisions and .prohibitions .of Sedion 46-121, "Prohibited Conduct," 

sub.section (a), concerning "Restrictions of 300 feet for 7:00 a.m. through 11 :00 

p.m. on Sunday through Thursday and 7:00 a.m. through 12:00 midnight on Friday · 

and Saturday" shall apply to. noises and/or sounds generated by a commercial 

entity that are plainly audible within any single-family residential zoning district or 

a residen.ce within the commercial downtown zoning district more than 300 feet 

beyond the property boundary of the property from .which the noises and/or sounds 

emanate. 

{b) Notwithstanding any provisions of this section concerning noises and/or sounds 

caused to be made by commercial entities in the normal course of their business, 

the provisions and prohibitions of Section 46-121, "Prohibited conduct,".subsection ' 

(b), concerning. "Restrictions. of 100 feet for 11 :00 p.m. through 7:00 a.m. on 

Sunday through Thursday and 12:00 midnight through 7:00 a.m. on Saturday and 

Sunday," shall apply to noises and/or sounds. generated by a commercial entity 

that are plainly audible within any single-family residential zoning district or a 

residence within the commercial downtown zoning .district more than 100 feet 

beyond the property bouridary of the property from which the noises and/or sounds 

emanate .. 

(c) Commercial ·entities allowing music. shall be required to keep all doors closed 

during hours of operation while music is playing except for the ingress and egress 

of patrons. Doors shall not be propped open or be allowed to remain open." 

"Sec. 46-128. ·Enforcement procedures. 

(a) · The city may prosecute noise .related violations by issuance of a city .ordinance 

citation, in which case, the penalty for 13 violation shall be as a misdemean.or . 

. (b) In add.ition to issuing a fine orln lieu thereof, the municipal court judge may issue 

an order requiring immediate abatement of any sound source alleged to be in 

violation of this section. 

(c) No provision of this section shall be constrned to impair any common law or 

statutory cause of action, or. legal remedy therefore, of any person for. injury or 

damage arising from any violation of this section. 

(d) A determination of the invalidity or unconstitutionality by a court of competent 

jurisdiction of any claus.e, sentence, paragraph, subsection. or part of this article 

shall not affect the validity of the remaining parts of this article." 

Section 2. 
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a. It is hereby declared to)ie the intention ()fthe Mayor and Council that all sections, . 

·paragraphs, sentences, claus~s and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their enactment, 

·believed by the Mayor and•Council to be fully valid, i:inforceable arid constitutional. . ., - . ' . ,. . 

· b. It is hereby declared to be.the intention of the Mayor and CounC:iLthat, to thei greatest 

extent allowed by law, e9ch and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of)his 

Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragra~h, sentence! .clause or phrase ofthis 

Ordinance  .. ltis hereby further deelared to be the intention .of the Mayor and Coundrth~t, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, ·sentence, clause. or phrase· of. this  

Ordinance is dependent upon any other section,· par~graph, sentence, clau~e or phrase of this 

Ordinance. 

c. In the event anysection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall, 

. for any reason Whatsoever; be dec.lared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable by 

the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent ofthe 

Mayor and Council. that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or unenforceabilitY shall, to the greatest 

extent allowed by la\N, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the . . . , 

remaining sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases ofthis Ordinance and that, to 

·the greatestext~nt allowed by law, all remaining s~diohs, paragraphs, sentences, clauses arid 

phrases ofthe Ordinance shall remain valid, con§titutional, enforceable and offull force and effect. 

. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINf:O that the prov.isions of this Ordinance shall becOme and be 

made par:t of the Code of Ordinances,.City of Moultrie: Georgia.and the sections of this Ordinance 

m,ay be renumbered or relettered to accomplish suc;;h intention and that all ordinances and parts 

bf ordinances in conflict h~rewith be and the same are hereby repealed and that this Ordinance . . . -~ 

be codified in a manner C()risistent"Yith the laws of the State ofGeorgia and City of Moultrie. 

Read first and second times 

Read third time. and passed 

CITY OF MOULTRIE .. 

By: <~ M u.tA-~ 
. ·   .. ·.r\·  M~or r' n. ·  ............ •• ....... ··.··  ...... •· .... ·· . ··.·  . 

Attest:V~ ~ 
Clerk 
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