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T he following ordinance h aving been int  r od uced ftf a 'duly convened meet  i ng on June 2, 2015,
and notice of its introduction hav ing been publ ished in the official jou rnal and a public 
hearing having been held in con nection the rewit h on this date, \Vas offered for fin al adoption
by Frllokt' S ela.J's anc..£..__ and seconded by f;,ood , / f;112u5Y:Jr&p  c . :

. I
ORDINANCE

15-n 5 ·,
WHEREAS, the Charter of th e City of AObeville gr ants corporate powers to the

governing author it y th ereof, w hich include , but are not limit e d to the right to acqu ire real esta  te 
to be used for a publi  c purpose and to make regulations for the preservation of good order a nd
preserve the peace wit hin the city; (

'·

WHEREAS, th e Constitut  i on of the State of Louisiana provide  s, in Article 1 Sec ti on 11 ,
that " (tJhe ri g ht of each c it ize  n to keep and bea  r arm  s is fundamental and s hall not be infringed. 
A ny re st riction on this ri g ht s hall be s ubj ect to strict sc rutiny.' · H owever. the right is not absolute. 
The co  n st  itution does not prohibit th e legislat ure from enacting la ws w hi c h d o restrict one' s right 
to bear a rm s; 1

WHEREAS, the legislature ha s provided that local " po li ti cal s ubdiv is i ons may prohibit
the pos  sess ion of a weapon or :(uearrn in certain commercial establishments and public 
buildin gs.''  2 T h e legi s lature has defined " publi c building" to include: "any s tructure that is 
own  e d , leased, or principall y used by a government agenc y for publi  c bu s ine ss, meetin gs, or
other g roup ga th e rin gs, or other building to whic h the ge nera l pub lic has reasonably free access
[e .g. including, but n ot limited to every public and gove rnment build in g, sc hool (kindergarten ,
nurse ry sc hool, trade sc hool , college , or univers i ty) office bui lding  , s tore, commercial bu i ldin g, 
enc  l ose d s hoppin g ce  n ter , theater, l ec1u re hall , auditor i um , hote l, re sta urant , boarding ho use, 
nurs i ng hom  e, ho  spital, airport buildin g, bus dep ot, railroad depot  , and ot  he r places whe r e people 
congr egate, etc. ]3

. WHEREAS, th e legislature has defined a "s  tructure" to be " ... any building or s tructure
of ariy nature or kind w hatsoever except the interior of a s in g le private and one-or two
dwelling . .. " 4 and has de te rmined that " things incorporat ed int o a tract of land .. .. ar e it s
co mp o nent parts. " 5

WHEREAS , C ity Co uncil does h e re by make th e followi n g findi ngs of fact:

T he City of Abbevi ll e owns real estate whi c h has been de di cated to a publ ic 
purpo se;

Buildin  gs or s tructure s have been incorp orate d into sa  id rea l estate and have 
becom  e co mponent pru1 s thereof;

1 State in Int eres  t of J.M., Sup.201  4 , 144 So .3 d 853, 2013 -1717, 2013  -1772 (La. 1/28/14) . 
2 LSA R.R. 40:1796 
3 LSA R.S. 51:10 1 
4 LSA R.S. 40:1573 
5 LSA C.C. Art 465
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The component parts of the real estat~ are essentia  l to serve the public purpose for 
which the real estate is dedicated, and'Wvithout which the needs of the pub  l ic 
cannot be best served;

WHEREAS, the City Council does hereb y make a.finding of fact that i t is in the best
interest of the City's employees, the citizens ofthis City and its visitors, to allow them access to 
the above referred City buildings, s tructures , and real estate, so they can conduct bµsiness or 
enjoy the City's parks and recreational facilities, in a safe environment;

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Ab~eville (the "Governing
Authority"), act i ng as the--goveming authority of the City of Abbeville, State of 
Louisiana  , that it does , by these presence, enact Chapter 5, Article III , Sections 5-46 
through 5-48, inclusively:

Chapter 5 - Buildings

Article III - Public Buildings - Weapons and firearm s prohibited .

Sec. 5 -46 Public Buildings - defined.

For the purpose of th is section the term "p ublic building" shall include, but not be limited 
to any real estate, includin  g any building, structure or other construction thereon, owned, 
leased, or possessed by the City of A bb eville for a public purpose.

Sec. 5 -4 7 City parks - Public Buildings.

For the purpose of this sec tio n the entirety of a public park sha  ll be a public . building and 
not just the buildings, str uctures, or co n struction thereon.

I~
Sec . 5-48 Weapons and firearms prohibited, penalty.

. '
A. Possessing a firearm, or dangerous weapon as defined by LSA R. S. 14:2, by anyone, 

not exempted in subsection (B) hereof, in a public bui lding is unlawful.

B. The provisions of t hi s Section sha ll not apply to a federa l law 
enforcement officer, or a Louisiana-commissioned state , or local Po ?t 
Certified law enforcement officer who is aut hori zed to carry a firearm.

C . Whoever commits the crirne-of carrying a firearm , or .a dangerous weapon. as defined 
in R. S . 14:2, in a pub li c building shall be subject to prosecut  ion in city court a s a 
m isdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed $ J ,000.00, or incarceration for not 
more than 60 days. or both

Effective Date. T hi s Ordinance sha  ll become effective thirty days after publication.
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This o rdinance having been subm  i tted to a vote , the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS: 8 ( P la.i'.sa.nu, 6rouSEAr.", l"-a r-tly)

NAYS: D

ABSENT : ~l~I''/, 'louc.h.e-+)

And the ordinance was dec lared adopted on this, t he 2nd day of J un e, 2015.
'- 
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